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CHARACTER. 


| H E Diſcoarſes which com- 
1 poſe this Book, being printed 
Jalready, in another Language, 
{there may be ſeveral amongſt us, 
1who have only heard in general of 
onſreur St, Euremont, and 'the Re- 
Jputation he has with the Men of 
Sence, and therefore ' may be well 
jenough pleas'd to know what it 1s, 
|wherein he Excels; and which dr- 
|[ſtinguiſhes him from other Writers. 
For it-1s not with the Wits of our 
ITimes, how Eminent fo ever, as 
with thoſe who lived under Auguſtus 
 Jwhen the Empire and Language 
| pa A' 2 were 
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_ were in ſome Sence Univerſal, They 
properly wrote to the World: the 
\« Moderns, even the French Authors 
themſelves, write at moſt but to a 
' Provinceof the Roman Empire ; and 
it they are known beyopd their own 
Country, and become a.Common 
Benefit to Mankind, it 1s, in a oreat 
meaſure, owing tg their Tranſlators. 
Monſieur St, Euremont hath eſtabliſh'd 
his Fame where-ever the French Lan- 
OUAage 1s underſtood, and yet ſurely 
he cannot be diſpleas d with an at- 
tempt to carry itfarther,” by making 
him ſpeak that of a Country, where 
he has relided ſo many Years. --- | 
Whoever: reads: theſe; Eflays will. 
acknowledge, that he: finds :therea] 
Finene(s of Expreſſion, and a Delt 
cateneſs of Thought, the Eafi neſs off 
a Gentleman, the Exaftneſs of 4 
Scholar, and the Good .Sence of af) 
Man of Buſineſs : That the Authoyſ 


. 
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is chroughly acquainted with the 
World, and has converſed with the 
beſt ſort of Men to be found in it. 
Y His Subjefts are often Great and 
| | Noble, and then he never fails to 
if write up to them ; when he ſpeaks 
th of the Ancient Romans, you would 
;. | believe you were reading one of the 
dj fame Age and Nation: the ſame 
-] Spirit, the ſame Noble Freedom, 
yl the ſame  unaffeFed Greatneſs ap- 
t-I pear in both; if the Subje@ he 
ig] chuſeth be of a lower Nature, he is 
ſure to write that which is not com- 
| mon upon it - there is ſti]] ſomewhat 
11 New: and Agreeable, and beyond 
al what you could expe&t. However 
Hf you were affefed when you began 
fo read him, he gains upon you'in- - 
 Alenfibly, and before you have done, 
a you take a pleaſureto be of the ſame' | 
he Opinion with him. | 
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The Variety and Choice of his 
Subjes pleaſes -you no leſs, than 
whathe writes upon them : He per- 
p:tually entertains you with new 
Objects, and dwells not too long 
upon any of them. As for:Method, 
it 15. Inconfiſtent with his Defign, 
neither pretends he to write all. that 
can be ſaid : He ſets not up fora 
Teacher, but ' he Inſtrucs' you un- 
awares, and without pretending to 
it.: Every thing appears. fo Natural, 
_ that the Art is hidden, and yet the 
Obſerver finds all the ſtroaks of a 
Maſter's Hand - He knows exactly 
when ro give over : All is fo wall 
you 'll with he had faid more; as 
yet. when he concludes, '*you believe 
he-could not.have ond better. He 
has truly. ſtudied Nature in that 
point, that it is with the Mind, as 


with the Body, they are tobe treat- 
ed alike.: the defi tres of both ſhould 
BET "he 
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| beſatisfied, yet ſo that you are to 


riſe with an Appetite. 

I know, how Nice an Undertaking 
it is to write of a Living Author : 
Yet the Example of Father Bouhours, 
has ſomewhat encourag'd me in this 
Attempt. Had not Monſtenr St, Eu- 
remont been very conſiderable in his 
own Country, that Famous Jeſuit 
wou'd not have ventur'd to praiſe a 
Perſon 1n Ditgrace with the Govern- 
ment of France, and living here. in 
Baniſhment. Yet in his Penſees In- 


gemenſes, he: has often cited our Au- 


thor's Thoughts and his Expreflions, 
as the Standard of. Judicious Think- 
ing, and Graceful Speaking. An 
undoubted ſign that his Merit was 
ſufficiently eſtabliſh'd, when the 
Disfavour of. the Court cou'd :not 
prevail againſt it, "There 1s not on- 
ly a juſtneſs in his Conceptions, which 
15 the Foundation of:.good- writing, 
A 4 but 


The.CharaSer. 
but allo.a Purity of Language,:and a 
beautiful turn. of Words, ſo little 
underſtood by Modern Alyiire 1 8 1 
and which indeed wasfoundat Rome, 
but at 'the Jatter, end of the Com- 
monwealth, and; ended with Petro- 
zits; under _the: Monarchy, It I 
durſt ns my Judgment to. parti- 
culats, I wou'd: lay that our Author 
has determined very hicely in his 
Opinion of: - Epicaras ; | and. that 
what he has ſaid of his Morals, : is ac- 
cording to Nature, and Reaſon. 
[Tis true, that.-as Lam: a Religious 
myrer of Virgil, I cou'd! with that 
not diſcover'd; our:Father's 
/Nikedneſs.- But after all;;we muſt 
| conch that Zneds was none: of. the 
greateſt Hero's, / and that, Virgil was 
ſenſible of it himſelf. Buc what cou'd | 
- he do2-/The Trojan on whom he was | 
;to'build che Romian.Empirehad been 
ready a Wea he. had: laſt his 
Country, 


The. CharaGter. 
Country, and was a Fugitive. Nay 
morey ihe- bad. fought unſucceſsfully 
with -Diomedes, and was only 'pre- 
ſerv'd from Death - by his Mother 
Goddels, who' pars a Wound 
in his Defence.'So that Virgil bound 
as he was to follow the Footſteps 
of Homer, who' had thus deſcribed 


him, cou'd reaſonably [have altered 


- his Charadter, and raiſed him in 1ta- 


ly to: a- much "greater © height of 


| Prowek than he found him formerly 


in Troy. Sirice therefore he cou'd 
make 'no' more of - him in Valoyr, 
he reſolved not to give him that Ver- 
tue ; as his ' Principal, but choſe 
another , ' which was Piety. *Tis 
true this latter, in the Compoſition 
of a Hero, 'was not alrogether ſo 


ſhining / as the former ; bur ir intitled _ | 
| - him-more tothe Crninnd of the Gods, 


and their ProteGion, in all ' his:un- 
dertakings. And, which was. the 
LES : | Poets 
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Poets chiefeſt aim, made a nearer 
| Reſemblance betwixt Aneas and his 
Patron Auguſtus Ceſar, who, above 
all things, lov'd to be flatter'd for 
being Pious, both to. the Gods and: 
his Relations. And that very Fiety, 
or Gratitude, ( call it which you 
pleaſe, )to the Memory 'of his Uncle 
Fulius, gave him the Preference a- 
monegſt the Soldiers to Mark Antho- 
ny; and conlequently raiſed him to 
the Empire. As for Perſonal Cou- 
Tage, that of Augaſins was not puſh- 
ing ; and the Poet, -who was/not 
ignorant of | that Defeft, for that 
reaſon, durſt not aſcribe, it, in the 
ſupream degree, to him who was to 
repreſent his Emperour, under an- 
other name: which was manag'd 
by him, with the moſt imaginable 
fineneſs: for had Valour been ſet up- 
permoſt, Augyſtrs muſt have'yielded 
-to Agripps. After all, this 1s: ra- - 

| ther 
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ther to defend the Courtier, than 
the Peet ; and to make his Hero 
eſcape again, under the covert of a 
Cloud. Only we may add, what 
I think Boſſu ſays, That the Roan 
Commonwealth, being now chang'd 
into a Monarchy, Virgit was help- 
ing to that Defign ; by infrmu- 
ating into the People the Picty of 
their New Conquerour, to make 
them the better brook this Innova- 
tion; which was brought * on them 
by a Man, who was favour'd by the 
Gods : Yet we may obſerve, that 
Virgil torgot not, upon occaſion, to 
ſpeak Honourably of AEneas, in 
point of Courage, and 'that parti- 
cularly in the Perſon of him by 
whom he was overcome. ' For Di- 
omedes compares him with He&or, 
and event with advantage. 


Ouicquid 
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Onicquid apud dure ceſſatum eſt mania Troje : 
Hettoris, eAEneeque manu Viltoria Grajum 
Haſit, & in decumum veſtigia rettulit annum : 
Ambo animis, amby inſignes pafaghe arms ; 
Hic Pietate prior — 


As for that (particular Paſſage, 
cited by Monſieur - St. Euremont , 
where Aneas ſhows the utmoſt four, 
in the beginning of. a. Tempeſt : 
Extemplo Anex  ſolouuntur frigore 
 membra, &c. Why may it not be 
' \uppoſed, that paving been long at 
Sea,, he might be. well acquainted 
with the Nature of a Storm ; and by 
the rough beginning, foreſee the 1n- 
creaſe and danger of it? At leaſt, as 
a Father of his People, his concern- 
- ment might be'greater for them, than- 
for himſelf. And if ſoy what the 
Poet . takes from. the merit of his 
Courage, is added to the prime ver- 
rue of his Charadter , , Which was his 
Piety. 


The CharaGer. 
Piety- Be this {aid}, - with all man- 
ner of Reſpe&' and Deference, - ro 
the Opinienof Monſteur St. Exremont ; 
amongſt whoſe admirable Talents, 
that of Penetration is not the leaſt : 
He generally dives into the very: bot- 
tom'of his Authors ; ſearches into 
the inmoſt receſſes 'of their Souls , 
and brings.up with him, ' rhoſe hid- 
den Treaſares which had: efcap'd the 
Diligence of others. | His Examina- 
tion-of the Grand Alexandre, :in my 
Opinion, is an. admirable  picce.of 
Criticiſm ; . and I doubt not,.: but 
that his Obſervations on the Engliſh 
Theatre.had been as abſolute in :their 
kind,: had, he ſeen-.with his own 
Eyes, and:not with. thoſe of other 
| Men. But converfing in a manner 
wholly with the Court, which is 
not always the trueſt Judge, he has 
been unavoidably led into Miltakes, 
and given to ſome of our Courleſt - 

| Poets 
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Poets a Reputation abroad, which 
| they, never had -at home- + Had his 
Converſation 'in the Town been 
more general, he had certainly re- 
ceived other Idea's on that Subject; 
and not tranſmitted thoſe Names in- 
to his own Country, which will be 

forgotten by Poſterity in otirs. 
Thus I have contracted my 
Thoughts on a Large Subje& :” for 
whatever has been ſaid falls ſhort of 
the true Character of Monſieur St/Enre- 
mont) and his Writings : and if the 
 Franſlation you are about-'to read 
"does not every where come up to. 
the: Original F the Tranſlator de- 
fires you to believe, that it is only 
becauſe that he has failed in his 
RTE | | 
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Upon the 
Divers GENIUS'S. 
rs 


-| Roman People, 


>| Tn the different times of the 


REPUBLICK. 


CHAP.L 


. T is with the Original of People, as 

F with the Genealogies of private per- 

ſons, they cannot bear with low and 

- obſcure beginnings : theſe are pure- 

ly ny: thoſe ſhew themfelves in Fa. 
es. M 


ed are naturally defeQive in ma- 
b ay 
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ny things, and. gaturally vain; amongſt 
whom the Founders. of States, Legiſlators 
and Conquerors, little ſatisfied with their 
Human condition, whoſe defects and in- 
firmitics they hada ſenſe of, haye frequent- 
ly enquired after the cauſes of their merits 
elſewhere ; from whence tt comes to paſs 
that the Ancients held themſelves obliged 
ta lome Deity or other, eithes upan the ac- 
count of deſcending franyir, ore aulc 
they acknowledSed a particular Care and 
Protection from1ts.Tutelary: Vertue. Some 
perſons have been under a ſeerning per{wa- 
ſion thereof, . putely, for the ſake ofperiwa- 
ding others, and have made an Ingenious 
Uſe of an Advantagious Deceit , which 
might afford a Veneration for their per- 
 fons, and a ſubmiſſion to their Authority. 
There have been thoſe that have flattered 
themſelves with ſuch thoughts, and ſeem'd 
to be in earneſt ; The Contempt they uſed 
men with, and the confident opinion of 
their own extraordinary qualities,. has oc. 
caſion'd their fantaftical ſearch after an Þ 
Original different from ours ; but it has 
been more frequent that ſome-Nations to. 
make themſelves Honoured, and through Þ « 
a Spirit of Gratitude to thoſe that my" | 
h ed! 
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_ of the Roman People, 3} 
dted ther ſome very important Services , 
have given occaſton for theſe fort of Fa- 


. bles. 


The Romans have not been exempt from 
this Vanity. They are not contented with 
their Relation to Venus by Ancus ; who led 
the Trojans into 1taly, they have refreſhed 
their Alliance with the Gods by the Fabu- 
lous Nativity of Romulms, whom they ſup- 
poſed to be the Son of the God Mzrs, and 
whom they Deified himſelf afrer his 
Death. | | 

His Sntteſfor Numa had nothing of Di. 
vine in his Race, but the SanCtity of his 
Life afforded him a particular Communi- 
cation with the Goddeſs Egeriz, which 
Cotnmerce was of no ſmall affiſtance to 
him towards the eftabliſhment of his Ce- 


- ketnonies, 


In ſhort, if you will believe them, the 
Deftinies had no other cares upon them 
than the Foundation of Rome, and fo far, 
that Providence feem'd Induftrtovs tg 


adapt the various Inclinations of its Kings, 


to the different Neceffiries of that People. 

I hateadmirations fotttded upon Tales, or 

eſtabliſhed chroughthe Error of falſe Judg- 

Mets There ate COD tralities t0 = 
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admired among(t- the Romans, that to be 
willing to advance *em by Fables, is to do 
them wrong ; to be truly ſerviceable-to - 
their Memary, is to reſcind all vain Com- 
mendations : In this deſign I am inclined 
to conſider them by themſclves,without any ' 
{ubjection to ſuch and ſuch opinions, whic 
are not believed, and yet are-kept up. It 
would be a tedious piece of buſineſs to 
give an exact account of every thing, but 
I ſhall not amuſe my ſelf about the parti- 
culars of afrions; Pl be content with pur- 
ſuing the: Genius of ſome memorable: 
times, and the different Spirit, wherewith 
Rome has been obſerved to be variouſly 
animated. | | 
 TheKings have had ſo little a ſhare 1n 
the Grandeur of the Roman People, that 
they don't oblige me to very particular 
conſiderations : *Tis with reaſon that Hi- 
ftorians have entituled their Reign the In- 
fancy of Rome, for 'tis certain that under 
them ſhe has had. but a very feeble mo- 
tion. To be convinced of the little AQi- 
on they were concerned in, it ſuffices to 
know that ſeven Kings at the end of Two 
Hundred, ſo many years, have not left be- 

_ jad them a Dominion much larger tag 
ys | . that 
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of the Roman People. 5 
that of Parme or Mantua : One (fingle Battel 


now adays gain'd in very narrow places, 
would afford a greater extent of Land. 


' As for thoſe'various and fingular Talents 


which are aſcribed to each of them by a 
myſterious Providence, there's nothing of 
any more conſideration, than what has 
happened to many Princes before ; *risan 
extraordinary thing to find a Succeſſor en- 


 dowed with the ſame Qualities of his Pre- 


deceſſor : The one Ambitious and Active, 
thinks nothing of Value but War : Ano- 
ther, who naturally loves Repoſe, thinks 
the fineſt Policy in the World conſiſts in 
keeping himſelt in Peace ; this makes Ju- 
ſtice his principal Vertue., that Prince. 1s 
Zealous after nothing, but the obſervance 


of Religion; ſo that each purſues his own 


natural Diſpoſition, and 1s delighted in 
the exerciſe of his Talent; now to make 
a ſort of a Miracle of ſo ordinary a thing, 
15 it not very ridiculous ? But further, This 
Difference of Genius 1s ſo far diſtant from 
procuring any Advantage to the Ramar 
People, that their ſmall encreaſe under 
the Kings, in my Judgment, is to be im- 
puted thereto ; certatnly-nothing can be a 
greater hindrance to a Progreſs than this 

B 3 _ dit 


6 FRefleftians on the Genius's 
difference of Genius, for it oftentimes 1s 
the occaſion of quitting the real Intereft, 
which is not underftood, by a new v9pirit, 
which would introduce ſomething that - 
one has'a better notion of, but which for 
the moſt part is inconſiſtent with the fore: 
mention's advantage. | 

Allowing you could come at all yau 
intended by thefe new Inſtitutions, - yet 
it happens many times from tbe diverii- 
ty of applications, that feveral things were 
fortunately, enough begun, without arti» 
ving to a happy accompliſhment. _ 

The cifpoſition of affairs was all of a 
piece under Rowwlas. In Nema's Reign 
nothing was performed, but the cabliths 
ment of Pricfts, and Religious perſons. Tek 
bes Hoſtilizs found it no cafie Province to 
Canvert men from a pleaſant amuſement, 
to the application of War ; this Difcipline 

-was hardly eftablifhed, but that Ancur ap+ 
' peared with inclinations to render the 
City commoctous, and magnificent. 

The firſt Tarquin, to give more Dignity 
to the Senate, and more of Majeſty to'the 
Government, invented Ornaments, and 
gave marks of Diftinttion. Hep 

_ The Principat Study of Serwaws, was to 

EE ' have 


df the Roman People. » 
have an exact account of the eftates of the 
Romans, and accerding to thoſe, to divide 
them by Tribes, that 1o they might con- 
tribute with Juſtice and Proportion tothe 
Publick Necellities, 

1 erqui the Proud, fays Flores, was ex- 
treamly {erviceable to his Countrey, when 
he gave occaſion by his Tyranny to efta- 
bliſh the Republiek ;- this is the Diſcourſe 
of a Roman, who, although born in the 
Reiga of Emperours, doth not think it 
amuls to prefer Liberty. to the Empire. 

My Opinion is,that the Common-Wealth 
may be juſtly admired, without admiring 
the manner of its Conſtitution. Bur to 
rerurn to theſe Kings, *tis certain that 
each had his particular, Talent , but nor 
one, 2 Capacity large enough. Rome ſhould 
have had ſome of thoſe: great Monarchs, 
that know how to embrace all things by 
the Advantage of a Univerſal Genius, and 
not to be under the neceflity of borrow- 
ing from different Princes, the divers In- 
furutions, which one might wy have 
compoted, during his particular Life. 

e 


Reign of 7 arquzz 15 as well known 
to the World, as the eſtabliſhment of their 
Liberty. Pride,Cruelty,and Avarice, _ 
B 4 is 
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his chiefeſt qualities, but he wanted dexte- 
rity ro manage his Tyranny. 

He had much of Injuſtice and Violence 
in him, his Deſigns ill contrived, and his 
meaſures 1ll taken. To define his condu&t 
in a few. words, he knew neither how to 
Govern according to the Laws, nor Reign 
againſt them : In a State fo violent for the 
People, and dangerous for the Prince, there 
was nothing expected, but an opportunity 
for Liberty, when the death of the milſe- 
rable Lucretia, preſented one to their 
view, | 

This Vertuous Lady, fo cruel to her ſelf, 
could - not Pardon' her ſelf for the Crime 
of another , ſhe Stab'd her ſelf with her 
own proper hands, after ſhe had been ra- 
viſhed by Sextus, and commended rheRe- 
- venge of her Honour to Brutus and Colla- 
tinus. ?Twas then that this conſtraint of 
Humours, ſo long ({ince pen'd up , made 
the firſt Rupture. 

It 1s incredible how all people agreed 
to revenge the death of Lacreri« ; the Peo- 
ple, to whom the {lighteſt matter rela- 
ting thereunto ſerved for a ſpecious rea- 
ſon, were more incenſed againſt Sextus 
jor the Violence- Lucreria offered ber oy. 
| Lan 
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than if he had really himſelf been the Au- 
thor of it-; and as it generally happens 
in Tragical events, by the mixture of Pity 
and Indignation, every one augmented the 
Horror of the Grime, by a Compaſſion for 
this Celebrated, but Unfortunate Vertue. 

You may obſerve in Z/vy, rhe very leaſt 
particulars of the concern and conduct of 
the Romans, an odd mixture of Fury and 
Wiſdom, very ordinary in great Revolu- 
tions, where Violence produceth the ſame 
eftects, that Heroick Vertue doth when ac- 
companied with Diſcipline ; *Tis certain 
that Brutus made an admirable uſe of the 
Diſpoſitions of the People ; but to deſcribe 
him well, is a Task of no mean difficul- 
ty. The Grandeur of a Republick admi- 
red by the whole World, occaſions an ad- 
miration of the Founder thereof without 
an examination of his Aftions. 

Every thing that - appears Extraordi- 
nary , appears Great if it be Succelsful ; 
as every thing which is Great , appears 
Fooliſh , when there's 'a _—y Event, 
It were neceſlary to have lived in his time, 


and to have had fome experience of his 
perſon , to be perfeCtly ſatisfied whether 
he Kill'd his Soks 


by a motion- of Heroick 
Vere 


Is Reftedions on theGenius's 
Vertue,. or the hardneſs of a Cruel and 
Lnnatural Humour. | 

As for me, Pm of Opinion that there's 
much of his Conduct owing to Deſign : 
His profound Difſimulation under the 
Reign of T arguin, as well as his induſtry 
to chaſe Collatinus from the Conſulſhip, 1s 
to me matter of a convincing nature. Ic 
might very well be, that the Seatiments 
of Liberty. made him forget thoſe of Na- 
rure : It might alſo be that his own pro- 
per Security. prevail'd with him above all 
things, that 1n this hard and melancholy 
choice of undoing himſelf, or undozng his 
Children, ſo urgent an Intereſt overcame 
in him the ſafety of his Family: Who 
knows if Ambition had not a ſhare in this 
ation ? Collatin ruined himſelf through a 
a natural aftedion for his Nephews ; Br«- 
tus rendred himſelf Maſter of the Publick 
by the-Rigorous Puniſhment of his own 
Sons. That which may with aſſurance be 
affirmed 1s this, thatthere was ſomething 
of Cruelty in his Nature , that was the 
Genius of the time; a diſpoſition as Sa- 
| Vage aslt is free, did then, and has very 
Jon gt: Ur ws Vertues, that are not 

tly apprehended, 
TISALY apP CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 


TN the firſt times of the Republick, 
I people were ſtrangely furious for Lis 
- berty and the Publick Good ; the af- 
feftion they bore to their Country, lea- 
ving no Obligation to the motion: of Na+ 
ture; the. Zeal of the Citizen robbed the 
Man of himſelf. Sometimes through a 
Savage Juſtice, the Father caufed his Son 
to Die for the performance of ſome ex- 
traordinary exploit contrary to his Com- 
mands; ſometimes he made himfelf a Vi- 
Qiim, through a Superſtition as Cruel as it 
was Ridiculous ; as if the intention of So- 
ciety were to oblige us to Dye, when it 
was inſtituted to encourage us. to live | 
with leſs Danger, and with greater Free- 
dom. Valour had I know not what of 
Cruelty in it, and an Obftinacy of Fight- 
ing, ſupplied the place of Diſcipline in 
War. In Conqueſts was as yet obſerved 
nothing of Generoſity, it was not an aſpt- 
ring Spirit which ſought after an Ambiti- 
ous Superiority over others ; To Te 
| wit 


iz, Reflettions onthe Genius's 
with ſomething of Propriety, the Romans 
were Violent Neighbours, who were dif- 
pom to exclude from their Poſſeſſions the 

egitimate Owners, and to Manure the 
Lands of other People by Force ; often- 
times the Victorious Conſul was in' no 
better a Condition than the Conquered 
People; the refufing the Spoil has coſt him 
his Life, the diviſion of it has cauſed his 
Bangiſhment ; .they have refuſed-to go to 
War under the Conduct of ſome particu 
lar Generals, and denied to Conquer under 
others. Seditjon was eaſily taken for the 
effe& of Liberty, which was ſuppoſed to 
be._prejudiced by the leaſt mark of Obs, 
ſervance, even to thoſe Magiſtrates that 
they themſelves had made, and thoſe Cap: 
tains. whom they had Choſen, 

The Gezzius of this People was as Ruſti- 
cal as it was Wild ; DiQators were ſome- 
times taken from'the Plough, which they 
took to again afcer the end of their Ex- 
pedition, not fo rauch by a preference of 
an innocent and undiſturbed Conditjon, 
as for having been accuſtomed to a ſort 
of life ſo unpolite and unſociable. As 
- for that Frugality which is ſo extreamly 
boaſted of, it was not a ITE” 

| Us 
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ſuperfluities, or a voluntary. abſtinence 
from things agreeable, but a groſs uſage 
of- what they preſently enjoyed. ?11s 
true they were not Ambitious after more 
Riches, becauſe they did not. underſtand 
them, they were content with a little, be- 
. Cauſe they conceived no more, thoſe Plea- 
ſures too they omitted, of which they 
had no Idea. Notwithſtanding for want 
of a due reflection, theſe old Romans were 
taken for the moſt conſiderable perſons . 
of the World ; fortheir Poſterity has Con- 
ſecrated the very leaſt particulars of their 
Attions, whether it is, that people natu- 
rally reſpe& beginners of Great Adions, 
or that their Poſterity,glorious throughout, 
were deſirous that their Anceſtors ſhould 
be Maſters of Vertues, when chey were not 
of Greatneſs. Iknow very well that one 
might alledge ſome particular AQtions of 
an extream Vertue, which will ſerve. for 
Patterns to all Ages; but theſe Aftions 
were done by certain perſons, which did 
in no meaſure reſemble the Genius of the 
time, or elſe they were ACtions of ſo fin- 
gular a nature, which proceeding from 
Men by Accident, had in them nothing 
com- 
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_ with the ordinary courſe of their 
ives. : 22s 
It is to be acknowledged nevertheleſs, 
that manners ſo Unpoliſbed and Ruſtical 
were agreeable enough to a Rifing Com- 
mon-Wealth. This roughneſs of Humour, 
which never yielded to Difficulties, efta- 
bliſhed Rome on a ſtronger Foundation, thart 
one more traQtable, more enlightned, anf 
rational, could have done. By 
This Quality conſidered in it ſelf, to 
ſpeak apprehenſively, was very Savage, 
which deſerves no reſpeC& but by the re- 
commendation of Antiquity, and becauſe 
it has afforded a Beginning to the great? 
eſt Power upon Earth. . | 


we HAST I; 
Of the Firſt Wars of ths 
Romans. 
HE Firſt Wars of the Romans were 


of very great Importance in their re- 


ſpect, but little remarkable, i you _ 
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the extraordinary actions of ſome parti- 
culars. Ir 1s certain that the Intereſt of the 
Common-Wealth could not poſhbly be 
greater , ſince there was ſome likelihood 
of their returning under the Subjection 
of the T arquins; a Rome could not pre- 
ſerve it ſelf from the reſentments of Corio- 
lanus, but by the Tears of his Mother ; and 
that the defence of the Capitol was the ul- 
timate refuge of the Romans, ſecing that 
after the defeat. of their Forces, their ve- 
ry City was taken and Sacked by the Gas. 
But conſidering theſe Expeditions in them» 
ſelves, one ſhall find that they were rather 
Tumults,than real Wars; and to ſpeak the 
Truth, if ſo be the Lacedemoniens had ſeen 
the kind of War-like Diſcipline which the 
Romans prattiſed in thoſe rimes, 1 que- 
ſtioa not, but they would have taken ' 
for Barbarians, a Nation, that took off the 
Reins of their Horſes, to make their Ca- 
valry the more impetuous, a Nation, who 
depended on Geeſe and Dogs for their 
Guard, as a Security ſufficient, whoſe neg- 
ligence they puniſhed, and recompenſed 
their Watchfulneſs. This groſs Cuſtom of 
wageing War,was of no {mall contunuance, 
the Romays have purchas'd many _—_ 
rable 


16 | Pefleftinms on the Genius's 
table Conqueſts with an indifferent Cas 
pacity :' they were a people of brayery e- 
nough; and but little underſtood, who were 
concerned with Adverfaries leſs Couragi- 
ous and more ignorant, but becatiſe the 
Captains were nominated .Conſuls :and 
DiCtators , their Troops called Legions, | 
and their Souldiers Romaps, there has been 
more aſcribed to the Vanity of theſeNames, 
than the Truth of things ; and without ex- 
amining the diftinEion of Times and Per- 
ſons, people would imagine, that the 
were the ſame Arms under the Commands 
of Camillus, Manlins, Cincinnatus , Papiyi- 
us, Curſor, and Curius Dentatus, as under 
Scipio, Marius, Sylle,” Pompeyand C2ſar. 
* That which may be athrmed to have 
been 1n the Primitive times of the Romans, - 
is an extraordinary Courage- a great Au- 
' ſterity of Life, a great AﬀeQion for their. 
\. Country, andanequal Valour ; inthe lat- 
ter times, a great of Diſcipline in War, | 
and every thing elſe, but withal abun- 
dance of Corruption. 
- From thenceit is come to paſs, that per- 
ſons of the higheſt Rank, ro whom Vice 
and Luxury were become odious, have not 
been fatisfied ro admire the Probity of 
F DIY 
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of the Roman. People, 17 
their Anceſtors, if they did not extend 
their admiration to the utmoſt degree , 
without diſtinguiſhing whetein their de- 
ſerts. conſiſted, and where not. Thoſe 
that have found ſome occaſion to com- 
plain of the Age they lived in, have af- 


forded a Thouland Encomiums to Anti 


uity ; which never exaCted from them 
the leaſt ſuffterance; and thoſe who are 
ſo Moroſe as to cenſure and blame every 
thing that's in view , by the ſtrength. of 
their Imagination make that eſtimable 
which is no fore; The moſt reputable 
perſons have not been deſtitute of Judg- 
ment, and knowing that all Ages have 
theit Imperfedtion and Verties, they made 
a prudent Scrutiny into the Time of their 
Anceftors and their own ; but they 
were obliged to admire with the Peo- 
ple, and to exclaim ſometimes ſuita- 
bly enough, ſonietimes -without rea- 
lon: mejores noſtri, majores noſtri , whert 


| they obſerved others to cry out in fo 


general an admiration. The Hiſtorians 
have, not been wanting in the ſame 
relpeQ to the Ancients, and making a He- 
ro of every Conſul, they have ſuppoſed 
every one, that has been very ſerviceable 
C. to 


18 Refleftions on the Genins's 
to the Republick, to be of aConſumma- 
ted Vertue.  FUSLL oof oP: ; 
I acknowledge that it was- very deſer- 
ving to ſerve it, but that's a-'different 
caſe from what we are upon; and tt may 
truly be ſaid, that the excellent Citizens 
lived amongſt the ancient Romars, and the 
moſt accompliſhed Generals among(t-the 
latter. fo $1 of, on 


fg —_—__— 
as li ith. 


CHAP. IV. 


Againſt the Opinion of Livy 
upon the Imaginary War 
which he makes Alexander 

' wage againſt the Romans:? 


Admire to what degree might ex» 

| tend the Opinion,that Livyentertain'd 
of thoſe ancient Romans, nor cart h 
comprehend, how a perſon of fuch- excel+ 
tent ſence, could ſearch out an Idea off front 
tis Subject to reaſon ſo falſely, upon: the 
/ | | 1ma* 
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ma ginary War, whetein he engages Alex- 
der : "Re makes this Conquerour deſcend 
into Italy,” with a ſmall number of Forces 
he then.had; when he was no more than 
a lictle King of Macedor. 'He ought ro have 
tecolleted, that a fhmiple General of the 
Carthagihians hath paſs'd the Alpes with 
an Army of 80000 men: | 

And this doth 'not ſuffice, he affotdsas 
much capacity in War-to Papirius Curſor, 
and to all the 'Conſuls of that-time; as t6 
Alexander himſelf; when to ſpeak the 
Truth, they had but a very imperfe&t 
knowledge ' thereof: ' For the Romans at 
that time made no great Advantage of 
their Cavalry, their Horſes were o little 
aſſiſtant to them, ' that they ufed to dif- 
mount in the very heat of the Engage- 
ment, and mount again to purſue their 
Foes, when defeated : *Tis certain that the 
Romans made their Strength to conſiſt in 
their Infantry , accounting the benefit , 
which might be received from the Horſe, 
of little importance. The Legions par- 
ticularly had in great miſpriltion the Ad- 
verſaries Horſe, till the War of Pyrrhus, 
where the Theſſaliens gave *em fufficient 
ule to change their Opinions : But the 
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Cavalry of Hapnaibal occaſion'd to. them 
ſince, great Terror , and thoſe Invincible 

10ns were for ſeme time ſo horribly 
frighted, that-they duriſt not appear up- 
on the leaſt Plain. 


To return to the time of Papzrixs, ons 
was hardly acquainted with the notion of 
Cavalry, there was noskilleuther in Poſt- 
ing'or Encamping in any Order; for they 
themſelves acknowledge, that they rom 
to form their Camp by the diſpoſition 
that of Pyrrhus, and before were uſed to 
Encamp always in Confulion : They were 


| no leſs ignorant.. of Engines, . and other} 


works, neceſſary,to form -a. conliderableſ 


Siege; which preceeded either, from the 
{lacknefs of Invenzion- of, a People, not at 
all Induftrious,. or elſe becauſe, their Ar- 
mies were never 'of..a - long continuance 
— pang Was: 130, ONPOr! 6 "Tv . 
ed Men, to bring: things to..PerteCtiog. 
Rarely was,one and the lame jos obs 
ſerved to paſs from-.the Conduct of ons 
Conſul, to that. of another; and yet morg 
rarely was the Captaja of the Legions cone 
tinued in his Command, after the expira; 
tion of his Terny z which manggement was 
admirable, fax the preſervation of the Re; 
"> publick, 


| 
| 


4 


| 
| 
{ 
! 
1 
1 
] 
£ 


*4 


of- the. Reman People. 21 


pilblick;> but yery much a to:the 
eftabliſhevent of a good Army. Toler you 
ſee' that: the cauſe of this, was the Jealou- 
ſy of Liberty; you may obſerve, that after 
the defeat-of 'T hraſimere,, at what time 
wete--obliged to ercate a Dictator , 

Fabias had ſcarce ftopt.the Torrent of Hun- 
vibe! by the Wiſdom of bis ConduQt, but 
they put: Conſuls in his place : All chivgs 
td'be dreaded from thee Fury of Harnital, 
ndthing vo He:fear'd-from tha moderation 
of Fabian; and: yet the apprehenſion of a 
remote Evil, carried them beyond the pre? 
fear Neceffity. 

"It is moſt certain; that. the two Confuls 
mnaged thenelves with'Prudence in this 
War, and' ruined Hans! infenſfibly; as 
they - eſtabliſhed the: Common; Wealth, 
when by the: ſame reaſon Terentins Vars 
mfupplicd their room, Prefumptuous and 
Saorant, who gave Battel at Cenne, and 
taft it, and r ed the Romers to that 
extremity, that their Vertue; as cxtraordis 
nary as 1t was,. was not ſo much inſtru- 
Ivf mental in their preſervation, as the' care» 
ra} keſsneſs. of Hansibal, There was another 
v3] inconvenience, which hindredthe Conduct 
cr « the Armies from being always given 
ky C3 to 
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22 Refleions onthe Genius; 
tothe moſt 'Experienced and© Capable; 
The Two Conſuls could not bePatricians, 
and the Patricians would not agree, that 
both ſhould be of the Plebetan Order. For 
the Generality it happened, that the firſt 
which was nominated, was-a:perſon agrees 
able to the People, . who owed his Prefer: 
ment to Favour; the other; whom they 
had a' mind to chooſe'for his Merit, was 
oftentimes excluded,” eirher' through the 
oppefition of the People, if he was 'a Paz 
trician,” or- by the Intreagues: of: the Sena- 
tors, ' when he was not of theit'Rank. Az 
mongſt the Macedonians the' contrary was 
obſerved, where'the Captains and Soldi- 
ers! ſtood! together from their! firſt eftas 
bliſhment : They: were: like; the! Veterans 
of Philip,” tha Þ-may fo ſpeak tenewed 
from 'time to time,  and-augmented by 
Mlexander, as his" occaſions required.” Here 
the: Courage of-the'Cavalry equalPd: the 
reſolution of 'the& Phalanx ,- which. indeed 
might be preferr'd tothe Legion, inaſmuch 
as the Legions, in'the War oft Pyrrhus, were 
afraid to oppoſe ſome miſerable Phalanxes 
of the Macedonians got togerher. Here 
they: were equally expert-in the War, re 
lating to a Siege, or the Field.” Never was 

| A Army 
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Army concerned againſt ſo many Adver- 
ſaries, or had ſeen ſo many different Cli- 
mates. If ſo be the diverſity of Coun- 
treys, wherein War is exerciſed, and the 
variety of Nations, which are brought un- 
der'fubmiſſion, can form our experience, 
how ſhould the Romans enter in compari- 
ſon with the Macedonians; a people that 
never went out of 7:a/y, nor beheld other 
Foes: than a few inconfiderable Neigh- 
bours of their Republick ? The Diſcipline 
was in-reality great amongſt them , but 
the ' Capacity of ' an indifferent nature. 
Even;ſince the Common-Wealth wasbe- 
come more. puiſſant , they have ſuffered 
theidifgraceof being defeated, as often as 
they made War: againft experienc'd Cap- 
tains; - Pyrrhus overcame them by the ad- 
vantage of Condut, which-made Fabri- 
cius declare, that the Epirotes did not Con- 
r-.the,Romans, hut that the Gaſes had 
ex Vanquiſhed by the King of the Epi- 
rotes. 
,- In the firſt Corthaginien War, Regulus de- 
feated the people of Carthage in Africk info 
many Engagements, that they were al- 
ready lookt.upon as Tributaries to Rome. , 
They were upon Conditions, which ſeem- 
C & ed 
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ed infupportable, when Xantippssa Lagraer 
pon lng en with a Body oAanlany, 
The Grecian a Man of Yalgur ang Exparyy: 
ence, informed himſelf of the-Qrder and: 
Diſcipling of the Carthaginionss to , 
with the conduct of the Rows. 
folly infiryQted bimfalf , he found bath 
one and t'other ver 67 Wooranr War, a8 
| D his frequent diſcpurſe theregk ame 
he Souldiers, the noiſe. came te. the-y64 
of Senate of Cqrthage, in what lacle.c Goon 
this Lacedamonman held they Foes: 
Magiſtrates at length had che curioſity 0 
give attention $0 Bs where Xents 

afcer he had give them a ſenſe of x 

Ny omuſſions , enepurage them t9Puk 
um 3t the head of theis Troops, through 
a promiſe of 7: 

In a' miſerable Nate where alt raman 
deſpair'd of, a Man is mexe-cably one 
ded rather to Fonkde in anowher,. than hinn 
{cIf ; {o thoſe Suſpicigns fatal $0 the merit 
of Strangers , came to yield to the prey 
ſent Neceſſity , and the moſt powerfbl, 
urged with an appxebeafion of their ry; 
ine, abandoned themſelves tothe Coodua | 
of Xantipps without Envy. i ſhould make 
a LIN ipſtcad of aldging ap. Exam 


pk 


, _ 
4. 


- #5. © © a 2 om > 3 


of the Raman People, 25 


ple, to extend my ſelf any further ; ir 


ſuffices to ſay, . That Xawwippus becoming 

; manager Of affairs, altered extream- 
ly the Carthaginias Army, and knew fo 
wall. haw ta:prevail over the Ignorance 
of the Remam, \ 'that he obtained one of 
the: moſt entire Vittories over them, that _ 
ever was wan.” The Carrhapinians our of 
Danger, began'to-be athamed of owing 
their: Prefervation to a Stranger, and re- 
__ to the perfidiouſneſs-of their Na- 
ture, they thought toextinguiſh their dif- 
grace, by ridding-themfelves of -him, who 
bad'rid them of che Romans - Ir is not 
well : known, whether they put him to 
Death, or that he'was {6 Fortunate as to 
eſcape; . but' this is moſt aſſured, that 
through the 'ablenco of this perſon, the 
Romans moft ealily- regain'd the Superio- 
rity they. had gver them before. 

I you'd repair to. the ſecond Punick 
War, you: wilt obſerve, that the vaſt ad- 
vantages, which Hanniba! received from 
the: Romans, proceeded from the capaci- ' 

'of the one, and the ſmall ability of 
the. ather-; and in effet, when he would 

4 confidence m his Souldiers, he never 
aid that his Enemies wanted x 
E- 


26 ReflefctivnsontheGenius's 
Reſolution; for:they experienced the con- | 
trary. oftenenough, but he afſuredthem,: | 
that they were concerned. with a people: 
lictle dexterous in War, . ... - 3,47; 

It is. with, this Science;z..as. with . Arts 
and Politeneſs,, it paſſes frym. one Nation 
to another', and. Reigns at>divers times, 
and in different places... [Every one knows, 
that the Gre6#ans enjoyed:it to a high de« 
gree, Phil gained it froowthem, and all 
things arrived to their-perfeQtion. under 
Alexander, when Alexander alone corrup- 
ted himſelf : Iti contitued; ſtill with bis 
Succeflors : Hannibel. brought-it amongſt 
tne Carthaginiens; and for all:the Vatuty 
of the Romens, they haye received it from - 
him by: the experience af: their. Nefeats, 
their reflections upon; theu miſtakes, and 
'the obſervance : of the; Condutt: of--theit 
Foes. You..will | be.;eafily convinced: of 
this, if you conſider, thet.tbe Romess did 
not begin to, make reliſtance againſt Hen: 
pibal in their, utmoſt;-Bravery ;- for: the 
moſt Valiant Perſons.were: loſt-in; Battel- 
Then there: was Arming -o& Slaves, .and 
Armies compaſed of ,ynexperienced:Sol- 
diers. The truth-is this, that yp were 
prejudicial to him only, wheathe _— 
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became more expert, and that the Romans 
1n'general knew':better how to make 

War. F-+ TSS, | 


—_—— 


\_—— > = Y— — 


_— CHAP. V. 
The Gentus.of «the Romans at 


tbe time when Pyrrhus a= 
-*. ged War-againſt them. 


T'T is not my intention to. enlarge my 
;&: felf here, upon the Wars of the Reo- 
= ns, I ſhould then' ramble from the 
Subje& I have propoſed to my ſelf : but 
it: ſeerns to me, that to apprehend the Ge. 
nius of the 'times,, one-muſt conſider in 
a people the different affairs, which they 
have: been concerned in, and as thoſe of 
War-are without doubt the moſt remark- 
able, ' ſo *cis there Men .ought. to be par- 
ticularly obſervant, ſeeing that the dif 


poſition of Tempers, and the good as 


well as the ul Qualities, appeared wah 
; | ne 
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the greateft :Bigures.,- At the beginniag 
of : Contender anialgncihk Ronen 3pm 
plez-1as'T have elſewhere ſaid, had topie- 
thing. .of. wildneſs in"them ; afterwards 
this: Humour.aurncd into Auſterity, and 
became a rigid Vertye, far remote from 
politeneſsop: agreealllenef3, and repug. 
nant t0-the very leaſt appearance of Cor- 
ruption./ Theſe were 'the manners of- the 
Romans, wiew ?ymikwc paikethinte 7:34 to 
War: was! bur: igdifferent' among it them, 
that 'of ather.. things/was wnknmowny 'As 
for -Arts;/:ejther they had none at aff, or 
they were. yery groſs; there was a want 
belong'd vo  Fnduftry 2: bur there'! was*a 
Order, / arid' Diſcipline ic 


Enemy';:.then co the: ©i 

zen. Puſtice, Sinecvity'y| ant Innocence, 
were commor? Vertves'j-Riches: were al- 
ready. underftoed, and the uſe thereof'ar = 
mongft '\parrt | protibaced. The be- 
mg Impartidl- went everto Excely, every 
one. making 1t» Dutyto-neglett their 
own affairs tor ule Service of 0 —_— 
= "Fj k 
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the..Zeal of. which .did then ſupply the 
room' of all other things. - = * | 

Aﬀer having Tpaken of theſe Vertues; 
its; neceſſary to. come to 'the Aftions!; 
Which have made them known; A'Prince 
is. well efteen'd of, who by oppoſing 
Force to Force, employs nothing but o 
and lawful means to rid himfelt of a For- 
midable Enemy. . But as if we” were ob- 
liged to preſerve thoſe that are difposd 
to ruine us, to ſecure them from the 
Snares that are laid for them y others ; 
and to ſave them from a Domeſtick Trea- 
ſon, 'is the effe&t of an unparallel]'d Ge- 
nerokity. | 

Behold one inſtance hereof in the time 1 
am ſpeaking of; The Romans being defcat- 
ed by Pyrrhus,and ih a doubeful State, whe- 
ther they ſhould re-eſtablith their affairs, 
or be conſtrained to yield ; had in. their 
power. the loſs of this Prince, and made 
the following uſe thereof. 

A Phyſician, -in whom Pyrrhus repofed 
a, cohfidence, offered his Service to Fabri- 
cixs., to Poyſon his Maſter , provided he 
might have a reward proportionable to 
the intportance of the ation. * Fabricius 
{cared at the Horror of the Crime, w_ 

| Wit 
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with- gives notice of it to the Senate, who 
deteſting with the Conſul, ſo unworthy 
an Action, ſent to adviſe Pyrrhus to'take 
care of his perſon, adding, that the Ro- 
man. Peoples temper was, to overcome 
him by their Proper Arms, and not to free 
themſelves of an Enemy by the Treafon of 
his own People. _ er Hat 
Pyrrbus, either ſefible'of the Obligati- 
on, or aſtoniſhed at this greatneſs of Cou- 
rage, was more deſirous than ever to 
make a Peace; and to diſpoſe the Romans 
thereto with the greatet caſine!s, he re- 
mitted 200 Priſoners without Ranſom; 
he ſent Preſents to the moſt conſiders* 
ble perſons, to the Ladies alfo, and neg- 
lefted nothing under a pretence of Gratt- 
tude, to bring Corruption ainongſt thetn; 
The Romans, who had not preſerv'd 
Pyrrbus but by a perſwaſion of Vertue, 
would receive riothing that had the leaft 
Air of Acknowledgment. They ſent to 
him an equal number of Priſoners, the 
Preſents were refuſed by both Sexes, and 
all the Anſiver that he had, was, That 
they would never hearken to s Peace, till he 
was removed out of Italy. wot, 
Amongl an Infinite titimber of Vertt- 
ous 


of tbe Roman People,” 58 
otts' things, that were prafQtiſed at - this. 
time, the great..and impartial-Naruresof 
Fabricius and Curins, who went: 10 a'vos 
ladtary Poverty, were admired'amongſt 
the 'reft. ?*Twould be a piece of Injuſtice 
not to allow them a great apptobation 5 
notwithſtanding *tis to be conſidered that 
it was more the general Quality:of this 
time, than a: Vertue'peculiar to theſe two 
Men, And in effeft ſince” Riches - were 
puniſhed with Diſgrace, and Poverty re- 
warded with” Honour, it appeats to me; 
that there was need of ſome Dexterity, t6 
know: well how-to be Poor. By : this 
means they raiſed themſelves to the chief- 
eſt Employments of the Republick, where 
by the exerciſe: of a great Power; 'they 
ſtood: in greater want of Moderation thari 
Patience. I cannot blame a, Poverty that 
was Honoured through the World, it ges 
ver-wants afy thing, but what-our Intey 
reft,'or Pleaſure isconcerned in, /Topro+ 
feſs' the Truth, theſe forts of Privations 
are of a delicious Nature, tis affording 
the Mind an exquiſite Reliſh of: what the: 

But who knows if Febricius did notfols 
low his bumour, there are forme - | 
FLY ons 
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ſons that arediſorder'd upon a multitude 
and variety of Superfluities, who 1 re- 
poſe would taſte things Commodious and 
even Necelfaties with Delight. In the 
mean time , thoſe that have but a falſe 
knowledge of things, admire the appear- 
ance of moderation , when,the exactneſs 
of Judgment would ſhew the ſmall extent 
of a confined Spirit, or the little attion 
of ſome negligent Soul, With thoſe per- 
ſons, to be content with little, is to reſcind 
leſs of Pleaſure than of Pain.. Further,when 
it is not deſpicable to be Poot, weare in 
want of fewer neceſſaries to live in Po- 
verty with SatisfaCtion,: than to live mag- 
nificently with Riches. Can you imagine 


the Condition of a Religious perſon to be- 
unhappy, when he is coaſidered in his 
Order, and is of ſome repute in the World? 
He makes a Vow of Poverty, which frees 
him from a Thouſand Cares 'E-p leaves 


him the deſire of nothing that's agreea- 
ble to his Profeſſion and his Life. Thoſe. 
who live magnificently, for the moſt part 
are the real Poor, they contend for Money 
on all ſides with Inquietude and Diſorder, , 
to-maintain the Pleaſures of -others.;. an 
whilſt they expoſe their abundance, WHY 
YT Srfor 7 L4 
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ſtrangers have more: adyantage of than - 
they, in private conſider their Neceſſity; 
with their Wives and Children, through 
the importunity of Tyrannizing, Credt- 
tors, and the miſerable; State of their af- 
fairs, which they behold-ina-tendency-to 
-.Let us retutn to our Romans ; fromt 
whom we are inſenfibly ſtepr aſide. ' Ad- 
mire who -will, the Poverty of Fabricius, 
I commend. his: Prudence;, - and find hint 
very much adviſed; to have had but one 
Salr-ſeller :of Silver, to afford him the cre= 
ditof chaſing from the Senate, a man that 
had been twice Conſul, a-Triumpher, and 
Ditator, - becauſe in .his perſon they ob- 
lerved ſomething more-z--befides thar it 
was the humour of the time, . the, real In- 
tereſt was; to have no;ather than that of 
the Republick. — | 
' Men have eſtabliſhed Society by a mo- 
tion 'of particular Intereſt, imagining to 
live -more. pleaſant and ſecure in Com- 
any, than. they did in frights, when in 
olitudes 3. ſeeing they find therein , ' not 
only. an Advantage, but Glory and Au- 
thority, Can they better do, than devote 
themſelves wholly to the Publick,, from 
| | 'D whenes 
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whence they attra@t confiderably more ? 
' , The Decij, who Sactificed themſelves 
for the' good of a Soctety', whom they 
went to forſake , feem to'me truly En- 
thuſiaſtick ; but theſe (people Here, ap- 
pear ' very rational '4n- the Paſſion they 
had for a grateful Republick, which was 
at leaſt as careful in their reſpect , as 
they/ could be'in hers. - | SHOT | 
. -I repreſent Rome in this time as a true 
Community, - where every onelets alone 
his 'Private good, to a'better in that 
of the Body he'belongs to;-this Temper 
fubliſts no where but in {mail Repub? 
licks: In greationes, allappearance of Po- 
verty is contemned; 'and *ti5 much, when 
the extraordinary” uſe of 'Rickes is not 
there approved of.” - Had'' Fabricims lived 
in the Grandeur 6f-the Republick, either 
he muſt have changed his Manners, Brhe 
had not been uſeful to his Cotinitrey 5 and 
if ſo be, the reputable Men- of the latter 
time, had exiſted in that of Fabrigins, et- 
ther they had made their Integrity cord 
rigid, or they would ' have been chak 
from the Senate as, corrupted Citizens.” | 
 Afﬀerhaving ſpoken of the Romany, it 1s 
reaſonable to tquch'a little of Pyrrbus, who 
| COMmes 
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Comes un herenaturally: amongſt ſuch va- 
riety .of things. 

He was the-moſt Expert Captain of his 
time , even in the opinion of Haznihal, 
who placed him immediately after Alex: 
«xder, and before himſelf, as ac ſeems to 
Me , through modeſty. "He jained: the = 
curiouſneſs of Negotlations, to the: Sci- 
ence of War; but withall , could never 
make a" Hlid eſtabliſhment for himſelf ; 
if he knew how to. gain Battels, he fail. 
e&4 in the iffue of War; if he drew Peo- 
ple-to his'Alliance, he knew not how to 
maintain/ them there; theſe two Ncble 
Takents -unſeaſonably employed , ruined 
the W ork-manſhip of both. 

'- When he chad ſucceeded to his Wiſh 
in Fighting, his Thoughts were immedi- 
ately bent to' Treat ; and asf he had kept 
inmclygeneo with his Enemys, he obſtiu- 
Qed his- own Progreſs. Had he known 
how to win the. affeQtions of a People, 


fiis firſt Thoughts would have been to 
have made them ubjedt : From hence it 
came , that he loft his Friends without 
ining'his'Enemies ; for the Conquered 
took the Spirit -of -the Vicors,, and refu- 
{4 the Peace that was. offered them, 
D 3 and 
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and they not only withdrew their aflift+ 
ance, but conſidered how to get rid of an 
Allie, who ſhew'd the temper of a real 
Maſter. | ed) | S _ rx 
A. procedure ſo. extraordinary, ought ia 
part 'to be aſcribed 'to. the ! nature of 
Pyrrhus , partly to the different Intereſts 
of his Miniſters-': There was amongſt the 
reſt, two Men [near his Perſon; whoſe ad- 
vice he generally followed, ' C:meas and 
Miloz. | Cineas. being Eloquent, - Ingent 
ous, fit for andskil'd in Negotiations, 1ny 
{inuatedthe Thoughts of Peace,. every time 
he .Debated upon, Warz and; when 'th 
Ambitious Humour of Pyrrhus had tranl- 
ported him beyond his Reaſon ; | he par 
tieatly expected Difficulties, when mana- 
ging - the firſt diftaſts of his Maſter, hef 
preſently turned his Inclinations, to Peace, 
ro: the end of re entring upon, his Tgleat, 
and putting the affairs in; his, own ' dit; 
potal. | 


. Milon was a Man experienced in Wary 
who brought back every thing; to force, 
he, forgot nothing to hinder Treaties ; or 
elſe to break them off, adviſed-;ito over: 
come Impediments ; and if fo. be, , thers 
was. no ſubduing Adyerſary Nations, by 
NG a 


but of the' way, and lo 
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all means to reduce the Allies to Sub- 
jetion. As far as one may guels, behold 
the Rules by which Pyrrhus governed, as 
well by others as himſelf: It may be ſaid 
in his Favour, .that he was concerned with 
Powerful Nations, that. could better ſhift 
than he ;:and again, that he won Bat- 
tels by his Valour, that ſuch a ſmall and 
weak State as his, would not afford him 
the means 'to bring a long War to a 
Conelufion In ſhort, to look upon hjm 
qe tm qualities of his Perſon, and 
his Adtions; he was an 'admirable Prince, 
Who yields initio reſpeR'ro any of the 
Ancients/''- To conſider” in general,” the 
Succeſs 6f'his' Deſigns ; and the end of 
affairs, 'he will often - rn to have been 
e much of hisre- 
{>Toconclude;' hepoſſeſſed hims 
' of Macedon, and was thence expel[*q'; 
his beginnings /in 1:a/y were fortunate; 
from whence he was forc'd to retire;/he 
fxw himſelf Maſter of S:cily, where the 
was not perinitted to refide. = 
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Y the Firſt Carthaginian 
Wit. 26 93642 _ 


"HE War of Hanks, le ub 
Romans, and. Jnſpiged there. widh 
Thoughss j  whiclr they had po yer. el 
tertajn'ds; to fpeak the Trait, phby enced 
upon, it ver Rugs and, Preſuraptiious, 
with much Temcrity and Ighorgace;- bi 
they bad 2 great. Courage! who D; 
ne a9 they "__ ny, Hg. He 
0: experienc'& 4n-Entmy.,c 
withont doubt; . more a ey bcom 
more enhghtned that they were befarel 
They found: 6112/0; way 40 Tecurt; theeft 
elves; from che Riephanth, which lad put 
the Legions ybGforder- af::the: feſt 10s 
gagement ; they" learned to avoid the 
Plains, and ſearch'd advantagious places 
anal 3 Cavalryz which they had deſpi- 
{ed without Cauſe, They were at —_ 
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anfttuCti r&form'their Camp by that of 
Pyrrisy/ after having admired the Otder 
and Diftin&ion : of "Troops, which *en- 
carhbp'd with \them in Confuſion; As'for 
the things which relate' purely to. the 
Mind; although the Harangue of old 4p+ 
flias droveiCies Frotti Rowe, yet the Blo« 
quence 6b Giver did Got echle to pleaſe, 
and itis dekterity was vety agreeable! 
7'The Prefencs/ that were offered ,-* eot- 


| withſtanding the Refufal;, ” gave a Vette. 


ration. for-rhoſe that eviild make theft 5 
and Cara; 406 much hofhoured for his link 
cial Vertae;! was ſill: the more, when 
ſhewidahem' itt hi-Trivtph , Gold, 

Silver; Piltures ,- and: Statues. Twas 
zh6n underſtood, that there were ihother 
more excetient than in-Irel. 
Thus new Ideas, that T may io ſpeak, 


tnade new? Inclinations 5 and "he Roman 


(qwople, taken with an unknown Maghl- 
'feente y loft: thefe old/ Opinions, whete 
'ﬆhe-habir-of Poverty was no leſs concetit- 
od than Vertue: 

- Curioſity-was excited i in the Cirizetis , 
even their: hearts beganto feel withemo- , 
ion, 'what the Eye hadbegun to ſee with 
pleaſure; and when their underſtandings 

D 4 were 
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were cleared, there appeared real deſires 
for,things abroad, Some particular per+ 
ſons did yet preſerve the ancient - contis 
nence, as it:has;happened-ſince, and-in 
the moſt corrupted -time of the Repubs 
lick ; but at leogth, there: was ageneral 
deſire - of paſſing; the Seasg..toeftabliſh 
hemſelyes in ,places where Pyihus knew 
ow.' to- find Jo; much Wealth, Behold 
' Properly, fram , whence. proceeds thefirſt 
Carthaginian War:; the Sticcquri-piven' to 
the, 7 arentines, was the. pretext: thereof, 
the Conquelt-of. Sicily the true Accaſion... 
.-After having ſaid by what motives the 


Rowans diſpgs'd" themſelves to! this: Wat, 


Ks; neceſlary ;- 16, few wards:; to: ſhew 
what their Corn was at. that time. m_ 
PriAcipal Qualities: in.my. Judgment, w 
Courage and elncinn, A wan 791 
-zzxx19 undertake things iof i the greateſt 
_. diffticulty,,- a0t:40: be: frighted; ,with: any 
Hanger, nor. tobe diſcouragtd with: any 
lals. In all the reſt: the Corthaginians had 
over them a very great Superiority, : whe- 
. ther through Iadhltry or Experience at Sea, 
-gx-elſe their Wealth, which' afforded ?em 
_ , the Trafhckof the whole World, when the 
Raman, naturally. poor exgugh, went $0 
"2 \ QC | . Oy 
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_ exhauſt themſelves" in' the War of Pyr- 


rhas., "START | 

-. To-ſpeak the Truth; . their 'Valour was 
inſtead of all things, a good Sticceſs en- 
couraged themto/ rhe putſuit'of a great- 
er, and a contrary event did nothing but 
_—_— them: the more. It happened 
diettly otherwiſe'in the Carthaginian af- 
fairs: who became careleſs in: good For- 
tude; [and -eafily” dejected 10 Adverlity; 
Beſides the-different nature 6f/theſe two 
Nations, the different conſtitation of the 
Republicks contributed / much thereto. 
Carthage was eſtabliſhed upon:Commerce, 
and Rome founded upon Armies. The hit 
employed Strangers in their” Wars, and 
Citizens in their- Traffick- : / The other 
[made themſelves Citizens of the whole 


-World, andof Citizens Soldiers : The Ro- 


ar breath'd” after nothing but War”, 
even thoſe that went not 'there;, for ha- 


. ving} been/ formerly concerned, ' or elſe 
- through the neceſſity: of going one day. * 


' At Carthage they always demanded 


[Peace 'upan-'the firſt! Inconvenience that 
. was Threatned, as 'well to'get? rid of 'the 
Strangers, as to'return to Tradse. '_ One 


Thay yet add this difterence, That the Car- 


thaginians 
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ihaginians have done nothing-that'sgreaty 
but by the Valour of particular Perſons; 
where tlie Roman People has often rerefta- 
bliſhed by their Conftency, what them: 
prudence 08; Cowardiſe;ot:their.Generals 
had loſt... Dy 29 VIEINNRC) 5 208-13 
All theſe things cofidesdd , :we:aced 
ante, curves gn _ ore 
ing Victorious, for they; had-the pripeypa 
qualiis,, waigh redger] one Peoplehia: 
fter of another. As;ahs! Idea of: Riches 
Do hn a ns 
Sictly, Qi ENE}; utt rot; Szc ” y 
them delire; 49; enjoy thoſe Riches which 
they had gOt« :: DIS 
',, The Peace with the Carabaginiens, after 
| ſo'rude a'War, infpired/a Spirit of 'Re- 
poſe, ant that &.proditced the''Faft 
of Pleafures;,'It was then the Rontdno H- 
troduced the. firſt. pieces: of *the Theater: , 
and made, a diſcovery. of :their firſt Mag- 
nificence.!.. They | began: to.have: a Qurio- 
fy for Shews, and-aft.affettion for:Plda- 
: MITGS i roy: = WEKAA £3.34 
| The Proceedi ps. a Law -al 
Enemies: to. Joy, did not ctafe toctcreale, 
every ofie having recourſe :40 tt | 
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Juſtice 5 accotting; as- that of: particular 
flow coetuprad; —  — | 
- ate mmperarice occafion'd. new Diſteny- 
pess;” m& Phyſicians were cftabliſhed vo 
eaferheMaladys, from which Continence 
had formerly ſecured the Romans. 
EET CO ou- 
neb:aeado grear' ones apprehended, It 
6 necdſſicy oblipet the undertaking of 
Me, id was begun-wich. difpteafure, and 
they weto gtid whon it was ended. 
SA | dernaadel "from the Car 
rhigralust; winch. they did dot owe, when 
they were employed in the reduction of 
- thelf Rebols) 'add vlity uſcdiall-che cau- 

69% in the, Woeſld ; not 't6: Break with 

chews,” when firs wete » lafle accons- 
modatred. - 2973909! 208 23Y Dig 21 

$9 that it was ſometimes Injuries, ſome: 
times Conſiderations, always Averſeneſs 
or Fear ; and certainly one may ſay, that 
the Romans knew how to live neither as 
Friends nor Enemies : for they offended 
thevinians, and ſuffered them to 
re-eſtabliſh themſelves, giving cauſe e- 
nough for a new War , where they ap- 
prehended above all things Ill Succeſs. 
A CondudQt ſo uncertain, changed into 

| 4 
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a true Carelcſsneſs, and they let, the $4- 
guntines be deſtroyed with ſo much dif 
grace, that their Ambaſladors were {hame- 
tully treated for. it by- the, Spaniardy and 
Gaxis ,'aftet. the ruine of 'this miſerable 
People. E TH D9Y1L99t VI 110; 8: 
-' The contempt. of- Nations, , wherewith 
they wete:Stung, drew:them from:this 
drowlifeſsyj,;and the,deſcent of Hannibal 
joto 1te/y revived their. [Ancient Vigaur, 
They made: War-ſometime {with much-Jo- 
capacity and 'a great 'Cqirage:3 Jometime 
with more Su Reſolur 
£100. 3021 912 0; H9yY0ARd 247 17913 

-, Tn fine; che;loſt Barrel: of Canye,i made 


$0. ſpeak better, anew.Aite, (which, excl; 
led *em yet above themſelves. .;;::,0:7 
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. CHAP. VIE: 
Of: the $ econd Punick War. 


T2? ſee the Republick in all the extent 
of her Vertue, its neceſſary to con- 
ſider her in the ſecond War of Carthage. 
She has had before more of Auſterity ; ſhe 
has been. found ſince with more of Gran- 
deur ; never ſotruea deſett : Inother ex- 
tremities, wherein ſhe has been engaged, 
her; Security. was owing to the Boldnels, 
Valour, ' or Capacity of ſorne particular 
Citizen. - Perhaps without Bratus, there 
BY [d have been ro Common-Wealth. 

" Hahlins had not defended the Capitol, 
if Carmillys had not come-to reſcue it , rhe 
Romans hardly free , would have fallen 
under the Bondage of.the Gauls. | 
. - Byt here the Roman People hath ſuſtain- 
cd the-Roman People, here the Univerſal 
Genius of the Nation hath preſerved the 
Nation, .here,go6d Order, Reſolution, a 
general Confpiring for the Publick Good, | 
By  * « NavVeE 
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have ſaved Rome when ſhe- was going to 
fall, by the Faults and Imprudences of her 
Generals, BEEF *, 

_ Aﬀeer the Battel of Cane, where any 
other State had yiglded to her Ill Eortyne, 
there was got a-motion-of weakneſs \ a- 
mong(t the people, not a thought but 
tended to the gaod of the Commoan- 
Wealth. Atl Orders, all Ranks, all Can- 
ditions valuntarily exhauſted their Abtlt- 
ties; the Ramans gave up with Plegfurg 
che wot valuable rhings (hey had, and 
kept with regrat what They were obliged 
to leave themfelves for their bare ufe. 
To retain the leaſt, was a point of Honour 
to reſerve the moſt in-cheir Houfes, akin 
of diſgrace. When they treated about 
creafing Magiſtrates , the "Youth for rhe 
moſt part Jealpus of one another , con: 


T7 


ſulred freely the Wiſdom of the more An- 
cient, to give their Sulfrages the moſt 
dilcreefly. Dey 34 

Old Soldiers coming to be wanted, Li- 
berty was given to the Ylaves bo make 
new ones; and theſe Slavgs becaming Ro- 
mang , were .encouraged with the lame 
Spirit of their Maſter to defend the fame 
Liberty : But behold a greatnefs of Cou- 


d 


rage, 
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rage, which ſurpaſſes all other qualities , 
- be” they never {o noble, It happens fome- 
times.1n an eminent danger, thatperſons 
of no_remarkable Prudence, are obferved 
to take gool refolutions ; it happens that 
the maſt concerned,” contribute'largely for 
the Publick Good, "whey by. aqother Inte- 
reft, they are afraid to tuine themſelves 
with the Publick. © | 

. It may be, it fneyer happened in the 
World, that people took an' equal care 
both abroad and at home in, fuch preſ- 
fing extremities ; and1 find nothing ſp ad- 
mirable in the Romans, as to fee them 
ſend their Troops itito $/ci/y and Spain, with 
ay ſame Care, as they did againſt Hani- 
- Overwhelmed: with fo many Lofes EX 
haufted of Men and Money, they divided 
tlieir laſt Supplies between the defence of 
Rome, and the preſtrving of their Cog- 


uefts. | 6.74 
APeople fo Magnanimous, choſe rather 
to Periſh .than Fail; and to be no more, 
was held as an indifferent thing,, when 
thete was np beipg Maſters of others. 
Admirting SSE-Profervation to he al- 
ways advantagious, yet Ireckon — 
Win os *4 : e 
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the chief advantages of. the Romars, the 
owing their Safety to their Conſtancy, and 
the greatneſs of their Courage. by 
This was yet a Felicity to them, to have 
FLagge their Genius \fince the ,War of 
Pyrrhus , t6. have,quitted that extraordy: 
nary Impartality, and -that Ambitious 
Poverty which 1 have- ſpoken of: other- 
wiſe there had not been found in: Rogve 
means to ſuſtain it, - 4 <a) 

It was neceſſary that the Citizens: had 
Ability, '« well as Zeal, to aſſiſt the Com- 
mon-wealth; Tf ſo be ſhe had not relie« 
ved het Allies, ſhe would have been as. 
bandoned by thein, _ The. Diſcourſe of a 
Conſul- who thought to give Compaſſion 
ro the Deputies of Caps, did but excite 
their Infidelity : The-Senate much more 
Wiſe, took a quite different Conduct , 
ſent Men and -Proviſjons to the Allies 
which ſtood in want thereof ; and of all 
the Succours which they of Naples came 
ro offer, they accepted of nothing but Corn | 
in Exchange. for Silver. 

Bur notwithſtanding {q- much Reſoly;; 
tion and true ſenſe 0 tungy, there had 
been no more Republick- f,Rome,: if 10 
be Carthage had aQted the leaft of thoſg 

FS. inks 
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© of the Roman Frple::o ay 
| ſhipgs to,gdeftroy it,; which,Rowe did for 
Eric 


CUEREDocro tb 13112 Bok £03, BOG 
** Whilſt Thanks were reodred. roa Cone 
ful that had, fled, for not;having deſpair- 
ed of the.Common-wealth , Victorious 
| Hannibal wagagcuſed at Carthage. Hanno 
could nog pardon him.the Advantages of 
a, War,,-;whigh, he, had. 'diluaded ; and 
inore Jealous of. the Honqur. of. his Opinis 
90S, anche. good of the tare, morean 
Enemy to, the Car/baginian General, than 
the Romans, he, forgot nothingthat migho 
obftrut theSucceſles. that /mught be gain- 
ed... qr deftroy., thoſe? already . obtained! 
Hanno had been taken for an-Ally- of the 
Roman people, who regarded Hannibal as 
the common:Egemy. When the laſt ſent 
to demand” Men and Money: to-maintain 
the Army, What would he, demand ſaid Han- 
| if be had loſt the Batte/?, Na, no, My 
Lords, either "tis an Impoſtor ;" that amwſes 
us by falſe News, . or a Publick Thief, that 
appropriates to himſelf the Spoils of the Ro* 
mans, 4d the advantages of the Wert 
Theſe Oppolitions troubled At- leaſt the 
Succours, - when they -could ; not hinder 
their reſolution. They -executed {lowly 
What had been reſolved. with pain; The 

E  R6- 
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Recruits at- Tetignl'þ prepatedfy+eprain'd' a 
long time before their departtire ; if He 
. were upoh-a-Mareh, ' Ordeth: wee: 'e 
to make hit-halt: irs $padn;| inſtead of ct 
couraging hitn' t6/paſs Wt&-1:#5, T 
arrived then” rm s gig they 
came td; join whithy was tr IE 
calbus, profing pot <4 
ruitied,: and” Ott of fea 
::This: Gemefabi\vas amd TOWER 
deflirute of Mottey and- Provifiis,' rediz 
c&'to [the:Nevdlfity of | being*Frern 
SaccefSful in Wir no-Reermif'st the H 
I|Fortune, /at'#uch T itt 
oties, where hebund rot Whetewirh''t 
entertain differavt: Nations ;- who rather 
$otwed 44s Purfon ,- thi tepended vit 
E; GE aeodes F 
© Ma f1 Offs 
der, pe oat oy A naruta] Yerericy att 
Ardificial Cnidity; which made hint for: 
midable to fore, whilit tis-Verrere Save. 
hich Veneratwrfrom others. JER—_ 
lodge rhe Trig te ned tho at Vi 
hce 1 1t-to Teh Dr 
ratally # fittle-Cruel, oh Bing. Hina 
in ſach a-Cendition, "that was tieceffary 


oe him te. beſo ; Yet his Intereſts ſortte» 
times 
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tires Ulvitted his Crucky, and afforded 
him the uſe of Mercy ;_ for he knew*thow 
to'be lofi and traftiSle for thebene- 
ft of ' 19 Parts, and Deſign always in - 
Him' p6t the better of his Temper: -* 

He OK Wars upta” the Romans with 
all forts of Severity-; 6d treated their 
*onfedeFates with fey Civility jan] 
| chntriing  Uttroy his Arit 
abſoſitely;' #11d to {age the orhers 
_— All > APfbecditre-extrexttic 
| from thit”® Of Pyyrhus ; who 
all His /Cotirtefies dt the Rombtis | 
us if: Pateredcthets: for their Al 


11 Vi # TOM 


1 When f (bidet tht Flinnib el PT ted 
from3p##,whetththadlefr tiothing beliind 
Hith well dctrad; that h& crb{94 the Coun 

tfty of the Geet, whom they ought to have 
acl Bc Eogenncpl that he/ = the peb 
b xinlt thER ohh, whocatno 
ts trive the Cary: bay ini froth Sirly. 
2"When1confiler, that hepollefſed ih Hd- 
fp; neither Places, Matzzrties; nor ary 
certain Atﬀiſtante, or hopes of Retreat, T 
am aftorfiſh&# Fe the boldiids of his De- 
17, Bit When 1 cotiſifer his Yaloary 


apd his Condutt, I admire fone bat Han - 
E 2 nibal 
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zibal, anJ1efteem him yet beyond: the un- 
dertaking. OO I 
- The French particularly admire the War 
of the Gawls, both for the reputation of 
Ceſar, and becauſe, it being done in their 
Countrey, it affets them; with-a more 
lively Idea, than other people. Notwith- 
ſtanding, to judge thereof with, exaAnels, 
' it-doth not approach 'to Haennibs!'s AQi 
ons in 1taly. Had: Ceſer | found amongſt 
the Gauls, the Union and Brayery, which 
the,other did amongſt the: Romans, he 
had .obtained oyer., them, but, ;{ma]l Cogr 
queſts; for 1t is-, t0 be. acknowledged , 
that \Hawnibal met with very ftrange dif- 
ficulties, without reckoning, thoſe - car* 
ried with him... 'The only advantage on 
which he could- reaſonably. depend , was 
the goodneſs of his Troops, . and his own 
Perſonal Courage: "RF | 

| It is certain, 'that [the -Romans had a 
great Superiority over the Carthaginians 10 
the Sicilian War ; but the Peace having 
made them disband their Army , they ins 
ſenſibly loſt their Vigour, . whilſt cheir 
Adverſaries, employed in Spain and Afﬀrick, 
made a practice of their Valour, and aC« 


quired Experience, 


ſe 
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\ It was then with':an old Body, | that 
Hannibal came to attack 1zaly; and. with 
an old Reputation, more than old Troops, 
the Romens found themſelves obliged to 
defend 35 537 

As for the' Roman Generals, they were 
perſons of a great Courage, who thought 
to have injured the Glory of their Com: 
mon-wealth , if they had not given Bat: 
tel upon! the firſt ofter of the Enemy. 

Hannibal made it his particular Study 
to know their Genius's, and obſerved no- 
thing ſomuch, as the humour and condutt 
of each Conſul, that oppoſed him, It was 
by provoking. the Fiery Temper of Sem 
pronizs, that he knew how to draw him 
to Fight, and' gain the Battel of Trebia; 
The Defeat of 7hraſimene is owing to a 
like Stratagem, | 

Knowing: the haughty Spirit of Flami- 
#tus, be burned before his Eyes, the Vil- 
lages of his Allies, and incited ſo oppor- 
tunely, his natural Temerity , that the 
Conſul not ' only took a reſolution tro 
Fight, at an unſeaſonable time, but he 
engaged him in certain Straits, where he 
unhappily Joſt his Army , together with 
his Life, As Fabins had a contrary. me- 

| E 3 thod 
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thod of ating the condult of Haywi: 
bal was different.” > 

After the Bight- of T hraſimeme, the Ras 
41 People created:a Dictator, and a Ge+ 
neral of Horſe, The DiQator was Quiz» 
flts _ a Man: _— = —_ who 

laced the on of Satgty in Cautts 
ons from dr er oe he proceed Sec urt- 
- In the poſture thin were 18, he 
« 2 there was no ditterence berween 
Fighimng, and-Joſing the Barret; inſo- 
much-that he aimed at nothing , but to 
ſecure the Army, and omitting the hope 
of Conqueſt, he'chqught tg' att Prudent- 
ly enough by preventing his bejag oyer- 
me. 

Mareus Minutius.' was the 'General of 
Horſe; Violent, Raſh, Vain-in'Difcourſe, 
equally Daring, through Ignorance, and 
through Courage; ;* This perſon;placed he 
Interett: of the State: in the:reputation of 
Afﬀtairg, and imagined that the Republick 
could not (ubfift;1$ ſo. be ſhe -did gon ef- 
face 'the diferedit 'of paiſed» Defeats , by 
ſome Glarious Aftion: He'was for Gran- 
deur, . whew there was a neceffity for Pru- 
dence ; for Glory, pa __ was que: 
ſlianable. 

Han- 


of dh» *Roman+ People. * 55, 

Hanuthat fon appreticaded theſe 'diffe-' 
rent hnmours,- by the report: that was 
made him, and his own'Obfervartions ; 
for he offered Battel ta Fabvus, 'matty day's 
ſucceflively, who was {b far from accepr- 
ing of 'it,. thar'he would not permir a {in- 
ple man to ſtir out of his Camp.' 
-- Minativs onthe comrary, took the Ar- 
nificial Bravado's of the' Enemy, for {0 
many Aftronts,' and made the DiQator 
paſs for a weak Man, or at taſt infenſt- 
ble of the diſgrace of the Romans. 

 Haxnibal advertiſed of this Diſcourſe, 
endeavoured to augment 'the' opinion of 
Fear and Weakneſs, which was attribu- 
ted 20 Fabivs, + He burnt in his view, the 
moſt deliahtfut Countrey of 1aly, todraw 
him: to-the Fight; whieh- he could not do ; 
or at leaſt to diſparage him, in which he 
did not want for Succeſs. - He made it e- 
ven ſuſpeCted, that there was Intelligence 
between them, preferving his Lands with 
great Cars, in the generat Deſolation of 
the Countrey,” 
- This is Þut one part of his Contrivan- . 
ces, Whilſt be kboured to ryine the Re- 
putation of Fabiss, which' gave him fomsg 
diſquiet , he forgot nothing,” ro encreaſe 

9” — that 
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that of Minutizs, in whom he wiſhed the 
Command,. or. at leaſt, a great power in. 
the Army ;; ſometimes he made a ſeem-: 
ipg to qbſerve him, when he ſhewed all: 
manner of Contempt for the other : Some 
time after, being engaged-in a'fmall Skirs: 
miſh with him ,- he retired, firſt!, and let: 
him take a ſmall Advantage , which en- 
creas'd his Credit with the Romans; and 
he prepared him to fall by an inconſide- 
rate Confidence : At length he knew how 
to .employ ſo much Artificez. as to cry. 
down the Difator, and to make the Ge- 
neral of the Horſe eſteemed; infomuch 
that the Command was divided, and the 
Troops ſhared, which was- neyer dong 
b-fore. You would ſay, that Rome att- 
ed by the, Spirit of her Enemy; for 1n 
Truth {ſg extraordinary a Decree , was 
the. pure .effet of his Contrivance and 
Deſign; 347 1. 168 we 4 4 

. Then was the Yanity. of Miputins with- 
our bounds, he-contemned- with an equal 
Imprudence, Fbius and Hapnibal, decla- 
ring nothing lels, Than that he alowe, would 
expell. all Foreigners fromTtaly. Ye 


He would -have a ſeparate Camp ,.of 
which Hannibal "Was: NO ſooner ſenſible , 
_—_ +7 but 


w 


of the Roman People. $7: 
but he approached with his; and with-/ 
out amuſing my ſelf, by deſcribing the- 
particulars of all-aCtions, Minutins enga- 

ged in a Fight, where he was defeated. 

_ 'This was the behaviour of Hannibal ,- 
during the Dictatorſhip of Fabizs, and hig- 
Conduct was murh after the ſame man-' 
ner, towards the Conſuls that gave. the 

Battel. of Cane; it is true, that there was: 
no need of fo delicate a Conduct. The 
Wiſdom of Paulus, was leſs injurious to' 
kim than that of Fabias ;'' and the Pre-' 
ſumptuous Ignotance of Terentins, hurPd: 
him head-long-to his 'own ruine. 

One will admire perhaps, thatl extend 
my ſelf ſo far upon an affair, which ends 
at the {imple defeat of Mizatins, and that 
I do but juſt mention that great- and 'fa-- 
mous Battel of Canne : But'i rather aim 
at making known the Genius's, than to 
deſcribe the Battels. And as Ingenicus 
Men, are better pleas'd by confidering 
Ceſar in the War of Petreius and Afran- 
#5, than in Attions of his, which make 
the:;greateſt ſhew : Ihaveimagined, thar 
_ one ought to. conſider Heyniba! more cu- 
riouſly, in an affair of entire -ConduQt, 
than that 'great and fortunate Succeſs; 
bf : __ whick 
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which the impeudenceiof 7 erentiss gave. 
him withaut much difficulty, | 

It 1s to. be' coofelled nawwahBRanding ,, 
that never -was.Baztel' fo, entirely wan y 
and that very day, that I may. fo ſpeak, 
had been the:Romans lait, tf Harnital tad 
not chale::.rather to enzoy:; the, Pleatures 
of the Victory, ithan to: purſue rhe Ads 
vantages thereof. =_—_ 

He chat made others guiley of fo many 
miltakes,, is - here fenfible-of the weak- 
neſs of Human: Nature, and cannot hin« 
der hitnſelf from failing : He ſhewed him 
{elf Invingible inthe greateft Difficulties, 
hut couſd.not refift the ſweetneſs of his 
good Fortune ,/. and: let himiclf yield 10 
eaſe, when: little Action, would fix him 
11 a (tate of Repole 'all his- life. b:] 
;-It you. enquire the reafon'ef it 3 ras 
bat every thing bath Baunds in Man, Pa» 
tience, Courage, Reſolution ts worn out 

Hanvibal eauld endure no more, be» 
eaſe he had endured-too/ much, and his 
conſummated Vertiie ftnds:it ſelf without 
afhſtanee in. the. midſt of Victory. _ 

The remembrance of paſt: difficulties, 
gave | his: 2. prope: of: ngw ones pal 
6132:1 Spi- 
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Spirit, which ought to have 'been full 'of 
Confidence, and almoſt Aﬀurance, turns 
it felf to a fear of the Future: 'He conſ- 
ders, when he ſhould be bold ; he Con- 
ſalts, when he ſhould be Attive ; - he gives 
reaſons for the Romans, when he ought 
$0 have put his own in Execution, 

As: the Faults of great Men have al- 
ways apparent Subjects, ſo Hannibal did 
not ceaſe to repreſent to himfelf very fpe- 
clous Reaſons. 

That his Army, Invincible in thoField, 
was by no means fit for Sieges ; his In+ 
fantry: not good, no Engines, no Money, na 
certain Subfiftence : That by the fame de- 
feft he had Attacked Spolete to no purpoſe, 
after the ſucceſs of Traſimene, as Vittori- 
ous as he was; that a little before the 
Battel of Caxzes, he had been conftrained 
to raiſe the Siege of a Town, without 
Name- or Forces ; that to Beftege Rome , 
furniſhed with all things, was to looſe 
the Reputation he went to gain, and tro 
deſtroy an Army, which alone made him 
to be conſidered; that he ought to let the 
Romans, ſhut up within their Walls, fall 
inſenſibly of themfelves ; and in the mean 
time to go and eſtabliſh hynſelf near M 

Sea 
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Sea, where he might receive Recruits 
from Carthage with conveniency , and: 
where jt would be eaſy to ſettle the naoſt 
conſiderable power of Jraly. Behold the 
Reaſons, which Hannibal accommodated 
to the diſpoſition he found himſelf in, and 
which he'had not taſted in his firſt heats, 
In vain did Maharbal promiſe him to 
Sup in the Capitol, his Reflections, which 
had nothing bur the Air of Wiſdom, and 
a falſe Reaſon, made him reject, as unad- 
viſed; a confidence fo - well eſtabliſhed. 
He had purſued Violent Counſels, to;ber 
gin a War with the Romans, and he is kept 
back by a falſe Circumſpettion, -when 
he finds a time to make an end of all. * 
It js certain, that Spirits too delicate , 
ſuch as Haxnibals was, make difficulties 
io Undertakings, and ſtop themſelves by 
the Obſtacles, which proceed more from 

Imagination, than the thing it ſelf. . 
There. is one point in the declining of 
States, Where their ruige would be un- 
avoidable, if ſa be one knew the eafineſs 
of d.ſtroying them; but for want of a 
Sight pure enough, or a ſufficient Cau- | 
rage, we are content with a little, when 
we might\do more, making either thg 
mean- 
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meanneſs of Spirit, or the want of Great- 
neſs. in the Soul, paſs for Prudence. Ia 
theſe conjunEtures, a Man is not the In- 
ſtrument of his own Security, an old re- 
putation maintains you in the imagina- 
tion of your Enemies, when the real For- 
ces abandon you. 
Thus Hennibal puts in his view; a 
power which is no .more : He entertains 
an, Idea of dead Soldiers, and diffipated 
Legions, as if. he were to Fight and De- 
feat, what he has already defeated. , 
And certainly. the Confuſion had not 
been leſs at Roze after the Battel of Can: 
24, than it was heretofore after that of 
Alia; but inſtead of approaching a City 
where he had carried a Conſternation, 
he removed at-a diſtance from ir, as it he 
had a mind.to; hearten it, and give the 
Magiſtrates leiſure to provide for all 
things at their eaſe : He. took their part 
who. adviſed to attack the Allies, who 


' would have fallen with Rome, and ſuſtain- 


ed themſelves by her with more calineſs, 
than ſhe ſuſtained her ſelf. 

Behold the- firſt, and great omiſſion of 
Hennibal, which was alſo the firſt refuge 
of the Romans ; The Amazement palled, 

their 
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their Coutape encreaſed ; #s their Fort 
prew leſs; and the Carthapinians loft theit 
Vrgour, astheir power encreaſed. * - 
© If fo be one would enquire the catiſt of 
all their misfortunes, there may be'fornid 
two Eſfential ones; The Care _ - 
Carthage, which let good Succeſſes 
hothing, for want of Relief, Wy 
made uſe of all things to repair the bad 
and Harnibals incontiderate deſire; to p 
aft end to his Labours, before he he's 
ed the War; 
After having taſted Repoſt; he wWidh hot 
long before he was inclited to tafte 64 
lights and he was the more cafily charm- 
therewith, inaſinuch as they were at 
wa unknown to him, © 
Man that knows how to ring 
Pleaſures with Buſineſs, js never poſſeſs 
ſed of them 5 he quitsthem; and're' takes 
them at his Pleaſare ; -- ahd "In the habit, 
which he has made of 'them ; he: rather 
finds a wearineſs of Spirit, than a datige- 
rous Chatim' that might _— Hitt. 
It is not ſo with els Mulhet , 
who by an Alteration- of —rewl' cone 
to taſte of Voluptuouſtieſs,” they are itm- 
mediately- enchanted with ts —_ 
2 
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and have nothing” but an avetſion for the 
Aufterity -6f their paſt life, Nature be- 
ing in them weatied with, Incohvenien- 
cies and Pains, abandons it ſelf to the 
firft delights it meets with ; Then whar 
had appeared Verruous , preſents it ſelf 
with a tude 4nd. difficult Air; and the 
Sotrl, which imagines 'it RIf to be uhde- 
ceived of an old Etror, pleafes it ſelf with 
its new affeftion for things agreeable,  - 
- *Tis rhis that properly arrived to Hans 
nibal and Ws Avny, which” did not ceaſe 
ts imitate Him'tn Remiſsnefs, When it had 
done it fo well in Fatigues, . _* | 
© There was nothing then hit Paths, Fe- 
Arvals, Inclitiztions and Paſſions ; there 
was no mote Diſcipline, . atither by him 
that. ought to have given Orders , Qor 1 
thofe” that ſhould have put them in Exe- 
cation, When he was .to go into the 
Field, Glory and Intereft excited Hanpr- 
bat who took” again his former Vigour, 
and” found hicmfelf, but he found no more 
the fame Army,; there was. nothing elſe 
bac foftnefs” and cdretelsnels ; if they were 
ts endure the leaſt neceffity, they bewail- 
ed the abundance of Copue, . 


_ * They thoudht wp6n Miſtreſſes, when 


they 
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they were to mect the Enemy ; they lans 
puiſhed with the tenderneſs of Love, 
When there was need of action and fierce- 
neſs for Battel, "eee tang 
Hannibal forgot nothing that might ex- 
cite their Covirage, ſometimes by the re- 
membrance of a Yalour which they had 
tolt, fomerimes by the ſhame of Reproach- 
&s, Which they were inſenſible of, : 
"In the mean while the Romaep Generals 
became every day more expert. The 
Legions had a6 advantage. over. corrup- 
ted Troops; and there arrived from Car- 
tHhage, hd afliſtance which might encou- 
rage ſo languiſhing an Ariiy- | But the 

more reſolution Hem;bal found among(k 
the Enemies, the . leſs Service he re; 
ceived from his own, and the more 
he rook upon himſelf; Tr is not credibl 
with what Valgur he maintain'd himſelt 
in 1raly, from whence the Romans did not 
make him depart, but by obligin the 
Carthaginians tO recall him { Thele Petia 
defeated and Chiaſed froth Spain , beaten 
and undone.in ret , had recourſe .to 
cheir Hamibal for their, laſt refuge. ,, He 


obeyed the Orders of his Countrey with 
the ſame ſubmiſſion , that: the leaft oy 
+ err 
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zen could have done:: And he was no 
ſooner Arrived, but he found affairs in a 
deſperate: poſture. 54 

_ Scipro, Who had ſeen the Calamities of 
his Republick under unfottunate. Gene- 
rals, commanded then the Army, in the 
Proſperity which he had. brought. 

As for Hannibal, he had-nothing but 
the memory. of -his good Fortune, which 
he had ill-uſed ; -/but he was not. in-the 
leaſt wanting -to ſupport” the bad.; . The 
firſt naturally aſſured, and: by the pres 
ſent happineſs of his affairs, was..at the 
head of an. Army , which doubted not of 
Victory ; ' the ſecond encreas'd his natu- 
ral diftkruſt by the miſerable condition he 
{aw his Countrey in, and by the ill opini- 
on he conceivel of his Souldiers. 

Theſe different ſcituations of Spirit , 
made.Peace to be offered, and rejeRed ; 
after which, every ones Thoughts were 
upon Batrel, - 
_ The oay, that it was given , Hannibet 
{ſurpaſſed himſelf, wherher by taking bis +. 
Advan diſp ing his Army, or gi- . 
ving Orders in the Fight ; but at leagth 
_ the Genin of Rome carried it from that of 
Carthage, -and the _ of the Carthags- 
1475 


66 Refleftions on the Genitts's 
nians, yielded the Ertipire for ever to the 
Romans. th aaecs-- way, 

As for the General, be was admired by 
Scipio, who in the midſt'of his Glory, ſeetn- 
ed to envy. the Capacity of the Conquer- 
&d; 'and the Conquered, whoſe Tnimour 
was remote chongh-from vain Oftentari- 
ofis, thought ' always to have ſome Supe- 
_ in the Science' of War; For dif- 
courſihg one day-with Scipio of the Great 


Captains, he put "Alexaxaer fitit, ' Pyrrbus 
ſecond; and himſelf the third;. to which 
Scipiocoldly anſwered, if you had Conguer+ 
ed me, fajd he, #n what rank would you have 
placed yoar ſelf ? The firlt of all, replied 


Hannibal, Tis certzin, that he had an 
admirable Capacity in War, and thoſe 1l- 
luſtrious Conquerors, who have, teft i6 
gre a Name toPofteriry, cattie npt rear 

is Induſtry, both in bringing together, 


znd maintaining Armys.”' ©, 
Alexander wy in » A wie Mitedo- 
ins that would, obey thei s. ; If he 
had bur little Mofey and Proviſions, the 
Battels which he obtain'd, purhim in the 
abundance of -obone, | LE 7 raken or 
ſurrendred, afforded him 'the* Treaſures 
of Darin f, who became neceflitvus in his 
| * Own 
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wii Cotititrey, as Aldxander poſſeſſed the 
So gti 

| hom 1 wa J oraking;of; made 
Wat it 


«j» and þ bick, with Legions 
which: the ablick ha t levied and main- 
teitied; 


Ceſar had the fithe Conveniencies for 
the -of the Gals, and madeuſe of 
the ”atid Money of the Commori- 
wat, even to bring! then in SubjeRti- 


AST Gil Fieinibal ke joined to a little 

'of Carthazinians , ſeveral Nations , 
which he knew how to link together by 

cnet; beth by whom he could we 4 

in x continyal neceſſity 

Tg Proviſions ge? Money. That which 1s 

fe war more extraordinary , , Vitories made 
| he eaſe fer, he was almoſt as much 
fra ar the gaining of of them, as be- 

re, 

| But if hehad Taſents which the others 
had not, fo washe guilty ofa fauſe, which 
in probability they would not have cont- 


tnitted. 
He 


_ ea wesf fr ſom leav 
ret, that he alwa 


they were compned. 
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- He. was not ſatisfied wich ſybduing the 
great Empire of Darius, even tg; the-leaft 
Province; his Ambition. carried..him to 
the. Indies, -when he;might have united 
* . his Glory and Repole, (which is extraordi- 
- nary) and have had a peaceable enjoy- 
ment of his.Conqueſts. ..:. ; -: 
| Scipio did not think of calebefore he had 
reduced Carthage, and eſtabliſhed1n. Africk 
.the affairs of the Rymazs... ....., ... ,, 
And one of the Front onmeCaniggs 
whichis given toC2/ar, is,: 1 hat, he thowght 
nothing - done , white Hos | med a any 
SIT EO Op 511 oa nf agen; = 
Lucan. Nil att um reputans, ſiquidſupereſſet 
|  arendum. et 
When I.think upon the fault of Hexni- 
bal, it comes preſeatly. into my mind, that 
the importance of a good reſolution in 
.great affairs is not enough conſidered. 
Togo to. Rome after the Battel of Canne, 
makes the deſtruQon of this City, and 
the grandeur of Carthage ; not to go, pro- 
duceth wich fn: the ruine of che Cartha- 
wins, andthe.Empire e Romans. : 
. I have ſeen a refolutioa taken whis 
a 
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would have occaſioned the loſs ofa great: 
State, if ſo-beat had been purſued. Ihave 
ſcen a contrary taken the ſame day, by a 
happy Change, which was its ſecurity : 
but it gave'leſs reputation to the Author 
of ſo good-advice, than the defeat of Five 
Hundred Horſe, or the taking an inconſi« 
derable City would have done. 

Theſe-lait events ſtrike the eyes or ima- 
gination: of all the World :: Judgment is 
hardly admired by any, becauſe *ris known 
but by the reflections which few people 
know how to make. Let us return to our 
Hannibal nt on 

If the Trade of War, for all the ſhew 
it makes, merited- only Conſideration, I 
don't ſee one amongſt the Ancients, which 
might reaſonably be preferred before him : 
but he that knows it beſt, is not neceſſa- 
rily the greateſt Man. ' 

The Beauty of Genius, Greatneſs of Soul, 
Magnanimity, . the being dilintereſſed, Ju- 
ſtice, a Capacity univerſally extenſive , 
make the better part of the Merit of theſe 
Great Men: | 

To know ſimply how toSlaughter Men, 
to be more under than others inroot- - 
ing out. Society , and __ Nature , 

> iS 
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is to-excell in a vety fatal Science: . 
. The application of this Scierice oughe 
to be Juſt, or at leaſt Honourable 3-1t ſhould 
turn to the good of thoſe whom it ha 
{ubdued, if poſhble; \alwaysitovthe Inte- 
reſt of ones Countrey, or'the neceſſity of 
a private. advantage. When it becomes 
the employment of Fancy, it ſerves for r- 
regularity and Futy ; when its.end is to 
prejudice all the World, then chat Glory 
which is aſcribed to it, ought to be taken 
away, and it render'd as Shameful, as it is 
Unjuſt. | o7 

But it iscertain, That Hannibal had but 
few Vertues, ahd many Vices; Infidelity, 
Covetouſneſs, a Cruelty oftentimes necefs 
fary, always natural. - However, people 
judge for the moſt part by the Succels, 
whatſoever is the opinion of the wiſer 
ſort ; allowing we had all rhe Con- 
duct that is poſſible, if fo be the event is 
not ſucceſsful, ill Fortune is inftead of a 
Fault, and is juftifted but with a very few 

ſons. ©. {1385 

So that Hannibal has made War better 
than the Romars ; that theſe ure become 
Victorious by the Order of the Re-+ 
publick, and that he was undone by hy 

| I 
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ill Governinent of his own: this is the con- 
ſideration-of'a few 5h 

" That herwas tediby Scipio, and 
that the'ruine of Carthage: was the'conſe- 
quence- of - his defeat, is a thing fully 
known; brom whence'1s framed the uni- 
verſal'Opinion of all Men. 


. 
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CHAP. VIL 


Upon the end of the Second War 
of Carthage. 


LIEN the endof ſo great and-ſo long 
a War, there was formed a cer- 
tain particular Spirit' unknown till thea 
in the Common-Wealth, 

Not but that there was often Seditions, 


EE 


The Senate: was more than once inclined * 


to the Oppreſſion of che People, and the 
People was inclined to much Violence a- 

ainſt the Senate. But men had ated in 
thele Qccaſions by a publick Sentiment, 
regarding the power of one as 7 Tyranny 
| F 4 which 


52 Reflefiions on the Genius's 
which ruined Freedom, and theLiberty of 
rother as an irregularity which confound- . 
ed all things. Here men beginto reſpett 

themſelves, leſs in Publick than in-parti- 
cular; the Bonds of Society ,* which had- 
been found ſo agreeable', ſeemed then to 

be troubleſom Chains, and everyone. out. 

of conceit with the Laws, had a mind to 

re-enter into the-firſt right of diſpoſing 
himſelf, to go to his own choice, and to 

follow in. this choice by the Light of his _ 
own Spirit, the motions of his Will. 

As the diſguſt of SubjeCtion had been 
the occaſjon of caſting, out the Kibgs, and 
diſpoſe the People tq the eſtabliſhment of 
Liberty, fo the diſguſt of this ſame Liber- 
ty which had been found troubleſom to 
ſuſtain, diſpoſed the Spirits to particular 
Paſſions. | Py 

The Love of the Countrey, the Zeal of - 
the Publick good were exhauſted in the 
mid{t of the War againſt Hannibal, where 
the aftetion and vertue of che Citizens 
had. been beyond the expeQarion of the 
Republick. Men had given their Eftates 
and Blood for the Publick, which was not 
yet ina State to give any Comfort/to Pri 
Vats men, TY | 

The 
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/ The hardneſs eveit of the Senate had en- 
creas'd that of the Laws in ſorne occali- * 
ons;' and the rigour which had-been uſed 
tothe Priſoners of the Battel of Carne, had 
touched the whole World : bur-people had 
ſuſſered patiently, at a time when' the 


: 


thought to have endured all thiogs b 
common latereſt. So ſoon as they had* 
leſs to Fear, they thought the neceſſity of- 
Suffering; was at' an end , and'every one 
having loſt their: being traQtable and pa- 
tient, before the concluſion-'6f- their mis- 
fortunes, they ſupported with Pain, what 
they imagined to endure without necefſi-- - 
ty, by the lolepleaſure of the Magiſtrates. 

"Twas thus: properly that the firſt dil- 
guſts were framed, . from whence it came 
to paſs , that Men return'd from the Re- 

ublick to themſelves, ſought new engage- 
ments 1n Society, and preferr'd amongſt ' 
themſelves the choice of SubjeQs, which 
deſerved their affeQtions. 

In this Diſpoſition of Minds, Scipio pre- 
ſented himſelf to the Romans, with all the 
Qualities that might acquire the Eſteem 
and Favour of-Men. 

He was of a Great Birth, and in him 
was equally diſcera'd Goodneſs, and the 
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Beauty, of. an, excellent. Nature: --He. had 
an admirable greatneſs pf Courage ;' a. bu- 
mour {wegt and houngiful g a Spirit earneſt, 
in Publick xo inſpire. his.Reſolution; and 
Confidence, . polits:and:agreeable in- parti- 
cular. converlations, forthe Pleaſure of 
Friend ſhip moſt refined ; alofty-Soul but 
regulated , -mors ſenſible 'of Glory than 
Ambitious of Power., ſegking lefs/ to di - 
ſtinguiſh, himſelf by. Authority , or the 
ſplendor of Fortune, - than by the difhcul- 
ties of his Undertakings, and the merit of 
his NELNS: > 
. Add.to- fo many things , that Happ 
Succeſſes always kane. pA bigh deſi +4 
and to leave nothing that's deſirable, he 
perſwaded the People, That be enterpriſed 
nothing. without Advise,, and never atttd 
witnowt the Aſſiſtance of the Gods. | 
Ir is nor ſtrange, that fuch a Man: as I 
deſcribe, ſhould draw to him inclinations 
which they had a mind to give, and diſ- 
engage Spirits from: a Republick,, which 
they had already ſome diſguſt for : So that 
the Will of a Perſon ſh Vertuous, was pre- 
ferred before Laws, which perhaps were 
pot fo equitable. x v 
As for Scipio, he wuſed all forts of Hu- 
manity 


- 
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manity and Co! ; and quitting the an» 
tient | Ancar Dine, he a 
ed Troops with Sweetneſs, that obeyed 
with Aﬀettion. - - 

| Beſides, never had a Rewer General {0 
much Capacity, nor {d well managed ; ne+ 
yer were Legions {q deſirous. to do well; 
never was Common-wealth fo'well ſer- 
ved;:; but by e different Spirit from that of 
theCommon-wealth. 'L 
F ops _ In Pens eh of = 
evil; orgot n might admi- 
niſter a Remedy. In truth,. they mixed 
therewith the. ſowrneſs of their Paſſions ; 
and the envy they bore tothis Great Man, 
had 'as great a {bare inthewr oppoſitions, 
as 'the Jealouſy of Liberty. That which 
is extraordinary, is, that the Corruptor 
remaineda perſon of Credit amongſt thoſe 
whom he Corrupted, and atted more no- - 
bly chan thoſe who oppoſed the Corrup- 
tion. 
Indeed he made all things ſubſervient 
to the Common-wealth, from which he 
took:others off, and had no Crime but 
ſerving it with the ſamequalities, where- 
with he might haye ruined it. 
1 acknowledge, That inthe Maximes x 

| Q 
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ſo Jealous a Government, ſome Alarm 
might be. reaſonably taken.” | 511 
«+ A Soul fo elevated, is thought incapa- 
ble of Moderation; a deſire of Glory 10 
ſonate, - hardly: diſtinguiſheth it ſelf 
om Ambition, whictr aſpires to Power; 
A-conhidence-ſo uncommon, -is not remote 
from undertakings/fo extraordinary. In 

a word,. the Vertues of Heroes are ſuf 
Qed in Citizens ; I dare-evenaffirm, that 
this Opinion of Commerce with the Gods, 
{o advantagious to Legiſlatorsfor the foun- 
dation of States, ſeemed. of a perilous con» 
ſequence in a private” perſon for an eſta- 
bliihed Common-wealth.' . © + 
Scipio then was unfortunate, in giving 
appearances contrary to 'his: intentions: 
which ſerved as a pretence for the malice 
of his Rivals, as a ground for: the cauti- 

on of alarmed perſons. | | 
Behold immediately a. Man of Reputa- 
tion ſuſpected, and a little after an Inno. 
cent accuſed ; He could anſwer and juſti- 
fy himſelf; but there is an Heroick Inno- 
cence as well asa Courage, if one may be 
allowed to ſay- ſo :- he 'negleted thoſe 
forms, where the ordinary Innocents are 
ſubjeCted,\ inſtead of anfiyering. his Accu- 
| \ fſers, 
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ſers ;: and he render'd the Gods Thanks for 
his Vifories, when they demanded of 
him an Account of his Actions. - All the 
People, followed him to the Capitol, to 
the ſhame of thoſe that proſecuted him. 
Ando juſtify better the ſincerity of his 
. Deſigns, and the; pureneſs of his Vertue, 
he gave up his reſentments to the Pub- 
lick,. chooking rather to live at a diſtance 
from Rome, through the ingratitude of 
ſome Citizens, than to render himſelf 
the” Maſter of it. through the injuſtice of 
an Uſurpation.' So many Noble Qualities 
have . obliged Livy to make his Heroe of 
ſo great a Man, and to give him a curi- 
ous, preference over the reſt of the Ro- 
mans, CA no —la 
If there have been thoſe that have ob- 
tained more Battels, and'taken a greater 
number of Cities, they have not defeated 
Hannibal , nor reduced Carthage : if they 
have known how to command 'others as 
well as he, they, have not known how to 
Commandithemſelyes, and toenjoy them- 
ſelves equally in the hurry of Buſineſs, and 
the Repoſe of a Private Life, 
- I will not diſpute whether he was the 
Greateſt , but if I dare affirm what Ling 
as OR at 
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hath bur infinuared, to take him' all ol 
ther, he was the moſt deſerving Per 
He had the Vertue of the Ancient Rowa# 
but cultivated' and polifbed ; he had't 
knowledge and capacity of the aff F wit 
our any mixture of Corry it0 
be acknowledged notyvith and! tha 
his Ations were more advant ons. "td 
the Common-wealth, than his Vertues. 
The Roman People” had too deep a 'ralte 
of his Vertues, and diſenga i themſelves 
from the Obligations of Duty, fo fo X 
low the engagements of cher Will. - 

The Humanity of Scipio, did not te 
to produce wy Bi effets with tite- Ir | 
taught the Generats how to make them- 
ſelves beloved, and as things always de- 
rocaths an agreeable cotnmand was fol 

ed by an unworth y coniplaiſance 5 afd 

when Vertues wanted.tb gain Fn eftogut man 
friendſhip, they empſo of all the, 
that aps 7 corrupt, See 'the miſerable 
effeQts ot this rliculyh lar Spiric, Noble and 
Glorious in its beginning, but which fince 
produced the Ambitious attd the Covetous, 
the Corrupters and the Carp pa. 

This firit diſreliſhing of th lis 
had notwithſtanding fo muck of Hone- 
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ty,” thar people diſengaged "rhemſclves 


from the Love of the Laws,” on;purpole to 
ſettle their affeQions on. Vertuous per- 


x o 


ſons. «+ prey = 
"The "Romans came tp. conſider their 
Laws, as the ſentiments of the old Legi- 
ſlators,” who ought norto Rule their Age ; 
and thoſe of Sepre were loakt, upon as Ji: 
Ving and animated Laws. . : ©. 
As for Sipio he. turned to the Service 
of - flis_ Publick,, all 'that. conlideration 
which ;they had for his Perſon; bur de- 
firing to lweeten the auſterity of Nuty by 
the Charm, of Glory, he was perhapsa lit- 
tle more Enlſible” therein than he ought, 
and ,ar- Rome particularly , where all the 
Citiben appeared Criminals, when they 
attra&ed too favourable an eſteem. - 
This new Genius: which ſucceeded to 
the Publick Good, encouraged the Romans 
long enough to great things, and the Spi- 
rits diſpos'd themſelves thereto with ſome- 
thing. of Life and Induftry, which they 
had not before : for the Love of our Coun- 
trey. makes us abandon our Fortune, and 
even our Lives for its Security z but the 
ambition and defire of Glory much more 
excite our Induſtry,” than this firſt Paſſion 
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_ always delicate and noble, but rarely cun- 
hing and ingenious... 
'Tis totHis Genius that, is, owing the de- 
feat of Hannibal, andthe ruine of Carthage, 
the fall of ,Aztiochas, and the Conquelt or 
ſabjeCtion' of all the Greeks: from whence 
one may {ay with realO, that it was ad- 
vantagions t6 the Comtt: i-wealth'for ifs 
Grandeur, bit premdicial for its Liberty. 
At length they were as much -out. of 
humour with that, asthey were With the 
love of theR blick ; that eſteeni, that 
inclination fo Noble for Mer! of Yertve, 
ſeemed ridiculous ro thoſe that would ton- 
ſider nothmpg but themfelves. Honour be- 
e4n to paſs'for a Chimeta , Glory for a 
meer Vanity, ,and every one rendred him- 
{clf baſely Interefſed, imagining eo heboe 
judiciouſly folid. ©... EY 
But the Genius of Intereſt, which took 
place to that of Honour, aGted differently 
amongſt the Romans, according to the di- 
verſity of Tempers. Te 
Thoſe that poſſefſed any thing of Great- 
neſs, would acquire Power ; Inferiour Souls 
contented themſelves by heaping upRich- 


es all mannerof ways. bY - 
As they.did nor fallquite of a ſuddento 
b, 401 
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2n entire corruption, ſo there was a, pal- 
fage from Honour to Intereſt, where both 
one and.Fother ſubliſted. in the Republick, 
but , with, different refpe&ts. There was 
ſomething. of Honeſty jn ſome particular 
things, and-Iafamy in others. 
The Tempers- were corrupted in Rome, 
in affairs that related to the Citizens. In- 
tegrity became every day, more rare ;z Ju- 
ſtice was hardly known any, more, the de- 
| ſro of becoming; Rich the predominant - 
_ Paſſion, andthe confiderable perfons ap- 
plied their Induſtry in appropriating; to 
themſelyges: what did .not belong to them. 
But {till- there was,a Digaity in what 
related to.Strangers; and the moſt depra-. 
ved within ſhewed themſelves Jealous of 
the Glory of the Romzzn Name abroad. 
Nothing was more unjuſt than the Judg- 
ments-of. the Senators, nothing, ſo filthy 
as their Avarice ; inthe mean time the Se- 
nate applied themſelves with nicenels to 
the preleryation of their Dignity, and ne- 
ver were they more careful of hindring the 
Majeſty of the Roman People from being, 
violated. | 
This Senate, inother things ſo much gi- 
Vento Intereſt, and foperrapeed with then 


with Enemies. In the time of a great cor- 
ruption, they could not difſpericewirh the 
ſhameful Treaty of Mancinus with the Nu- 
mantines; and this) miſerable Conſul- was 
obliged to go and-deliver up!:hirtlelf into 
their hands, with al manner of Diſprace. 
Gracchas, who'had ſome ſhare in the 
Peace, being Quzſtour in the' Army of 
Mancizas, made a uſeleſs endeavour to 
fuſtain it ;. his Credit was of: no Seryice; 
and*his Eloquence' was vainly employed. 
As there has happened through Gracchus, 
one-of the moſt important atfatrs' of the 
Common-wealth, and perhaps the rife 
of all thoſe that have ' ſince diſturbed it, 
it will not be amils to: defcribe him to 
70u; 
; He was a perſon very confiderable by 
his Authority, by the Advantages of his 
Body, and the Qualities of his Mind ; of a 
Genius oppoſite to that of the Great Sc7- 
pi0, from whom his Mother Corme/izcame 
more Ambitious of Power, - than Animated 
through a delire, of Glory, unleſs it were 
that of Eloquence, neceflary at” Rome to 
get a Reputation. He hada great _ _ 
N oul; 


of +th>Roman People: $3 
$511 3 more fir notwithſtanding to ethbrace 
Novelties, and to. recalf paſt affairs, that 
ſdfidly to putfuethoſt eftabliſhed: HisIn- 
tegrity could nat faffer any Intereſt of M0- 
ney for himſelf ; if isrrve that he did not 
procure that'of others; witlibur mingling 
therein che confideratior' of ſome detign; 
yet the'Love' of good things was natural 
enough to bib, the” hatre'df bad ones 
ig more. He had a Compaſſion for the 
pprefſed ;- riore Animoſity* againſt the 
CE : inſomuch: that hisPaſſionpre- 
railing over his Vertue, he inſenſibly ab- 
hors: the Perſons,” more than the Crimes. 
Several great Qualitiesmade him admi- 
red aimbot the Romans: he had not one 
m that exa&neſs where it ought to have 
been, His Engagements cartied him far- 
ther than hethought; his Firmneſs tarn'd 
into ſomething, of obſtinate ; ahd rhoſe 
Vertues which might have been uſeful to 
the Republick, became ſo many 4dvanta- 
prous Talents for FaCtions. : 
I ſee neither curiouſneſs nor moderati- 
- in the Judgments,that have been left of 
_ NT, ST 
"Thoſe that have held the Party of the 
Senate, have made him-paſsfora Furious 
G's he 
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perſon ;, the-Partiſans of thePeople, for a 
true Proteftor of Liberty., It ſeems to me 
that he aimed; at goodnels, . and that he na» 
rurally hated:all manner of Injuſtice; but 
__ ition- put theſe good-motions in dif- - 
order : A. thing, conteſted , incenſing him 
againſt thoſe that made reſiſtance, made 
him purſue by his Spirit of Faftion, what 
he had begun by.a'Sentiment of Vertue. | 

\ Behold,iamy Opinion,what was the Ge- 
nius of Gracchus,. who ſtirr'd, up the People 
againſt the. Senate. Its neceſſary to ſee 
what Gbogton the People was in. 

After having rendred great Services to 
the State, the People found themſelves ex- 
poſed to the Oppreſſion of the Rich, and 

rticularly to-that of the Senators, who 

y Authority, or other wicked methods 
robb'd the SHB of their ſmall Poſlel- 
fions, Continual Injuries then had aliena- 
ted the Spirits of the Multitude, but with- 
out conceiving, as yet, any Ill intentions ; 
they ſuffered with Grief a Tyranny, and 
more Miſerable, than Seditious, they expe- 
cd, more than they ſought after, a De; 

.- Jiverance from an unfortunate Condition. 
+.. *I thought it neceſſary, to deſcribe the 
© Senatey Graccbns, and the People, beforel 
Wy | : e- 

"oof 


of the Roman Peop/o. . By 
entred into thar violent agitarion,' which 
the Common-wealth' was ſenfible of. - | 
.-) One wilt conceive thencheSenate unjuſt, 
corrupted, but concealing thetafamys wirh- | 
in, by ſome Dignity to the/affairs abroad : 

One -will-have-the Idea. of Gzacchas, as'd 
perſon that” had great Taleots;'but fitter 
ro ruine altogether a pred Common - 
- wealth , "than to're-eſtablifh tin its pu- 
rity by. a wiſe Reformation!5* As 'for the 
People, they were nor' diſaffeQted , but 
they could 'notitell how' to live in their 
Miſery , \nor how to emplby themſelves 
after the loſs 'of their Poſſeſſions, © © * 


— 
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Jae 3 - 7 At Coho 
Of Auguſtus, ba Gogernment, 
"." and bis Gentug., 3 

F Will not treat of the Beginniogs of the 
f bo Life: of Augnſtzs, -they were. -_ Tra- 
gical ; I pretend; to conſider him ſince his 
Arrival $0-theEmpre. And-in my Opts 


G 3 non, 


86 Refothns on the Genins's 
nion, nevendid. Gongtomentideſarye mgrs 
particular obſervations, |tban;his, 
_ . After the Tyranny of the-7 KinPitute, 
and the Daſolativa thar the Civil War. oc 
calianed, h&had a mind: atJeng $0 Go+ 
yera by Rem ,; a Peoplesabjuted:r 
Force, and&ilgiyted by a Vielence, 
perhaps rhe, NecetGty of'things. had oy 
ged hin 19: Heckfiow, how: t6;c}ablifha 
bappy ſubjeRign; farcherdiftan on bite 
very , bhanithe'ancient-Lyþerty , 099 
; degnfuriyan not ane of cho ho fx 
f cauty offigmman i SOUR; 
Obedience:o Who Teap' nooPireſure from 
the Service which k, done oy of by 
t which rhe 1t. 
prmremm of coroner back been 


a point 0 [qae 'of the Em- 
perours, t ber! Hoſe 5s Were 6 2 oC © Bantry 
to ſeem willi boy bear t which 

were. willy Eedlies [ot 


grace that was revered mY Pai Wn, 2 
Baniſhment whereto one jo Lak fa- 
Cility; a : Subeniſion weoly r- every't / thi 
can "of thePpidces: 2x 
at his van it wes neceſſary 
we of hiinfoPy; bur ir was Jas hh requi 

be: very ras when they- rnd 
1t- 


of the Roman People. 8 
diſſatisfied*; for he thatidid fo, and made 
a-ſhew' of it, excited Malice and Anger, 
ſo-that the poor Romany knew not where 
to find a Medium to0 ance, between tw vo 


dptgnrotn hinge, 


weu/lar had x contrary JTudgmet! He 
pong that'to'diſpoſe Men with eaſs, it 
was proper to-gain their Minds, before he 
crafted Duties ;\ and he was ſo ſuceefiful 
in perfwading them of the uſefulneſs of 
— that they thought leſs uporithe 
igation they! were 'under- to” follow 
res m, thari4yponthe advamage; that' they 
awd thereig;'-- One of the greateſt Czres 
ths everhad; was romakse the Rontd#s 
talte rhe Ha) hos &f Gbvernment, and 
toimake the Power, as faras he could, In- 
lvoſible-to-them. 'He rejected the very | 
dlamesthatihe though right be-difpled- 
De ed 2 thin The quality of 
tor, \deteſted-in'ScyHa; -and even odi- 
ous.1n Ceſar. 
- >The mo@part of thoſe that” raiſe tem. 
{elves up} taks new Titles to Authorize a 
New” Power'j the' was for 'hiding a \nevy 
Power under uſual Names, and ordinary 
ities; 
made himſelfcalled Emperour, from 
G .4 time 


23+ Refle6Þ1ons on the Genius's 


time.to time, to preferye his Authority. 
over the Legions ;- he made himſelf to be: 
created Tribyne ,; to manage-the People! 
- Prince of the Sengte, togoverathem ; but: 
when he re-united in his perſ@n,.ſo:many; 
different Powers, he alſo charped himſelf 
with divers Cares ; and:he really became 
the Servant of the. Armies,,People, and 
Senate,,, when he rendred- bitaſelf 'Maſter 
thereof ; yer he made uſe of his Power, p9-- 
ly'to take away, the Confuſinn,- that was 
{iptintoall things. He re-united the Peo2 
ple;in thejr Rights, 'and retrenched nothing 
Þur Factions, ar; the Eleftion..of Magi 
itrates.: He reſtored to. the:Senate thein 
Ancient Splendayr, afigr. haviegg baniſhed 
Cprruprion; fox he contented himſelf with 
him, the. Liberty; af: doing Hi;3 but: wo 

bavs, it aþlghute, when, heereamd of im 
Pobng upon. others heguheiohy  af-dawg 

_ X Y we le - 


| "; » Sa vo # $3h,C444) 
+90, that. the People were,not eſs free , 
Þuyt-:to. be Jels, Sedirjous-;; thy; Seaate was 
not les powerfyl,, but upon the accountef 
being leſs yunjult; Liberty.loſt nothing-bur 
the misfortunes which it might occaſion, 
Agthiog of.the Happineſs it might provhce. 


of the Roman People, 8g 
After having eſtabliſhed ſo good an Or- 
der, 'he found himſelf agitated by different 
Thoughts, and' conſidered! a {long time 
with himſelfy- whether he: ought to keep 
the Empire;' or reſtore the People to their 
firft Liberty. The examples of Scz/ls and' 
Ceſar,, notwithſtanding their difference ,; 
made an equal impreſſion in favour of the - 
lft' Opinion,” He conſidered-that Scylle | 
who'had voluntarily quitted-cheDictator- 
ſhip, dyed peaceably in the midft of: his | 
Enemies: and that Ceſar, for having kept 
it, was Afaſſinated by his moſt intimate 
Friends, . who made an Oftentation of ir. 
Struggling with ſo troubleſom- an un- 
certainty, he diſcovered the diforder of his 
Soul to his two /principal Friends, Aprippe 
andMecenas, - CAgrippe, who gained -him 
theEmpire by his Valour, adviſed him by 
moderation t0 lay it down ; unleſs it were 
perliaps,'that he had more concealed ends : 
Andto ſhew himſelf a greater Warriour 
. than Auguſtus was, he expetted' the chie 
Employments:'-of-the Common-wealth , 
when-it ſhould be re-6ftablifhed. - As for 
Meena ' who. had\no ſhare in the Vieto- 
ries,the Counſelled him to retain what they 
pad given him, | 

T0 ; It 
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It was-net-without making enter ifito 
his Reaſans, |the conſideration of the:Pub-> 
lick, which could not be fuftained; faidhe; 

without fug+ſtus.; Bur allowing it'mighr 
be ſo in ſome meaſure, lie followedria ef- 
- fe his, inelination for the Perſancef the 
Priace, and his own proper Intereſt., 
_ I Mecenas wasa perſon of Efteem, of thoſe 

yerwichſtagdh .that.are complaiſanty ten 
der , 'marg:'{en(ible of ithe :agreements'i'of 
Life, than; of thoſk ſolid; Vertues,' {nhck 
were. elteemed in.the EG, h; 
He was oh. ay bat given to bis:Mea« 
ſures, apprebending all things wich imicli 
clearnels,and judging thereof with folidi- 
(4 ; bus more capable of adyiſing,. thanata 
o that finding;himlelf wel finas 
MN and purely for che Cabinet, hollioped 
fom ihis, nicety with. Nice ur 5 
what be could not expec:from:the-Rezas 
People ; where he muſt chave: raiſed; him- 
ſelf .by his own Proper means, and ated 
briskly, by: hi FR RT: 
/Toreturn: from:theperſons:to chathing; 
the Empirg Was rejained; by:his Advide; 
and the, rgſolutign' ph & it- being-ta 
ken, Auguftug did no:theſe to.offer: tolay 
it down to the Senate, - ,:1. 114) > hs 
Some 


, 
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- Some wereafktted therewith as a great 
Emn_ rw acknowledged the fim- 
ple Honeſty of the Offer : Bur all truly #- 
Foy is POLat, to refuſe the ancient 


| — would have Fai, chad there was 2 
conteſt of Civilities, which concluded ina 
nn Savisfattion : For. vſtus gover- 
aed the/Empire: by the Senate, and the Se- 
nate dig oy govern it ſelf, bur by At 
guftges 
A Governamial ſo inkapd was okuſlch 
to all the World; and thePrince followed 
no leſs his Intereſt therein, than-his mo- 


derate Ternper ;/-for at length.one' paſſes 
wich _ adorfrom Liberty 1 935 ren 
on, and he' : ſie happy 
& comcmanid, finoms aſhion, a FreePeo. 
E, ( T DNR 


' Moreoyorhefur exampleof Ceſar, had 
| 5 vane 3 ways, 
to:2void the Vt: | 

The Great Ts Por "ther I may ſo 

fpeaky im run Soni 

had 'always a ſecret 
the fame' "add having rg 761 ery 
tothisD ih the CivilWarnthe: tobke 
Dew hoy [for the Body, akhough or 
ha 
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had much Sweetneſs and Clemency for the 
Senators in particular. ' After, his returnto 
Rome,” as he ſaw himſelf aflured of the 
People. and the Legions: he made bur a 
{mall reckoning of the Senate, and even 
treated it inſolently upon ſame occaſions; 
10: difficult is-it in the moſt reſerved, not 
to forget themſelves in a great Fortune, - 
Bur it :is certain that'this; proud Con- 
tempt, incenfſed a great-many perſons; 
and produced , or at leaſt advanced, the 
Confpiracy-that-ruined him; 
' > Auguſtus, one of the; warieſt Princes af | 
the World: did- not omit-the-benefit -of 
an obſervation-ſoineceſ{ary, :and ſcarce was 
ke Polleſled ofthe Empire by: the Legions, 
but he thoughtro-governic bythe Senate.) 
He knew:the! Violence of 'the Soldiers, 
and the DC of the —_— 
both one and/;Yother appeariog-to him , 
mare /fit-t0 ie viaployed 46 nprelont ehea, 
ſion, 'than eaſy to be: managed, when-it 


4s OV; 153,010 van T6) | 
+:Herhad a; 4m faund _ 
yernmend upog the Senate ,- as upon tne 
Rady: the-bbftrordered ; arid: moſt capable 
of Wiſdbm avd! Juſtice ; but at the ſame 
time he dffared himelfof theLegionsand 
To Wh... 
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| of tbe Roman People. OJ 
the People, by :Donatives and. AQts cf 
Grace.  Sothe whole World was content. 
ed, as I have ſaid, and Azesſtus found in 
his moderation, the {afery of his Perſon, and 
his Power. Ih which, certainly he had an 
extraordinary Happineſs, imagining no- 
thing ſo deſirable in Life, as to be able ho- : 
_ to purſue his Inclination and his In- 
tereſt. | S's W's 

I will not excule his Beginnings, bat I 
make no queſtion, but thatin the violence 
of the Triumvirate, he did much Violence 


to himſelf, 


'Tis certain, that he naturally hated the 
cruel humour of Marivs, Sylla, and ſuch as 
were like them; he hated thoſe fierce 
Squls who have but an imperfe& Pleaſure 
in being Maſters, .if they don't make their 
Power. felt by others; who place Great- 
neſs in Force, and the happineſs of their 
Condition, ' in making perſons miſerable 
at their Pleaſure... _'. _ 

He had experienc'd that an Honeſt Man 
makes himſelf. firſt, unhappy, . when he _ 
makes others ſo.;..and he was never fo 
well ſatisfied, as when he ſaw himſelf in 
a capacity of doing well, according to his 
inclination, after having done ill againſt 
his Mind, | He 


A 
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_ He always aimed at the good of affaits, 
but he defired. that afiirs ſhould goto 
advantage of Men; and confidered tels it} 
his undertakings rhe Gloty, , thaty the Be: ||. 
nefit. During his' Govethittent, nv Wat 
- was negleQted that mipht bs uleftd; and 
left thoſe for Heroes, that'are prirely Glo: 
rious. © RS Ls 
This made him come to an Accommio- 
dation with the Parthians,” and renounce 
the Proje& which Ceſer mide, when he 
was killed; this made hith'reſe& che Pro? 
pale) of a certain War in Gerwaxy, where 
he diſcerned no real Intereſt; this made 
him ſet Limirs to the Empire, whatſoever 
Interpretation Tacir#3 has given of ſo pru- 
dent a Defign: In a word, | he was little 
attentive to Opinion; Noiſe, and Vanity, 
He eſteemed a ſolid Reputation, - which 
renders the Life'of Men more pleaſant and 
fecure. | NN ke ; | 
"Tis very true, that Auguſfus had but 
an indifferent Talent for War: and to 


commend his Wiſdom and” his Capacity, 
one mult. not commend' his Valour 1n all 
things. Hirtize and Panſa carried orn-thie 
firſt War againſt Anrhon 

zuftue alone reaped the A 


,, Whereof Av. 
dvantage. , He 
gained 
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gained but little glory in that of Bratz, 
which was IT) 6 and. concluded by 
Anthony. \ The loſs of Anthony was the 


| effe&t of his Paſſion for Cleoparra, and the 


Valour of Agripps. Auguſtus had bur 
little” ſhare in Baktels ,. and obrained the 
Empire. Not but that he was in ſeveral, 
ard even wounded in ſome : but with 
more Succeſs for his affairs, than Glory 
for his perſon. Sothe Tenth Legion ſome- 
what infolent through the high eſteem 
that the Great Ce/ar had for them, could 
not bear with the Nephew, every time 
they remembred the Uncle ; from whence 
it came to paſs that it was Disbanded, 
notwithſtanding all its Merit, for ſhewing 
a want of Reſpect to him once in his Pre- 
ſence. That doth not hinder him from 
making an admirable uſe of War for his 
own Intereſt, and that of the Empire. Ne- 
ver did Prince know how to pive a better 
Order, nor Tranſport himſelf more wil» 
lingly, whereverhis affairs called him, to 
Egypt, to Spain, amongſt the Gauls, Ger- 
many, and the Faft. 

But at length it was diſcerned, that War 
was not agreeable to his true Genius, and 
although he triumphed with the TR 

® 
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of all the World, it was well known that 
his Lieutenanrs-had Conqueted, £86 | 


He would have paſſed for a great Cap® 


tain in the time of thoſe Emperours, who 
by their little Valour, or a falſe Greatneſs, 
durſt not take, or elſe thought below them 


the Conduct of Artnys. Being come 1n | 


an Age, wherein he could not recommend 
himſelf but 'by his own Exploits, and par- 
ticularly ſucceeding to Ceſar , who owed 
all to himſelf, it was a diſadvantage to. 
him to owe more to another, than himſelf. 

It was hot ſo in the Goverament, where 


the Senate did nothing that was Wiſe and 
Good, but what Auguſtus had Inſpiredin- 


to them : The Good of the State. was his 
firft Thought, and he did not apprehend 
by the good of the State, a vain and fan- 


traſtical Name, but the real benefit of thoſe j 


that compoſed it. His,own firſt ; for. it is 
not juſt to quit the Pleaſures of a Private, 


Life, to abandon hiniſelf to the cares of 


the Publick, if fo be he did not find his 


advantages therein : And; that of others * 


which he imagined conld nof beabſolute- 
ly ſeparate.from bis own.  _.. 
Perſons of the greateft Service had his 
arſt conſideration, and Merit advanced uh: 
II er 
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der him thofe, which-it; had ruined un- 
der his Succeſſors, where the Crimes were 
leſs dangerous than the Verguts. ' 4grips 
p« had not; ſo great a ſhare.ijn his Conti- 
dence, as Mecanas j;_ bub his greas qualities 
zendred hum much more.conliderable-z-and 
and it being come tof that pak in Rome, 
that Auguſtus found himfelt' obliged:$0 be 
rid of him. or. gain himi entirely , he' ra- 
ther.choſe to give him his Daughter, 'for 
all the meanneſs of his Birth, than-kear- 
ken to what Jealouſy might Inſpire: him 
with. As for Mecenas yas he was more 
agreeable, and more verſed in the Cloſec, 
ſo had he the preference in his Pleaſures, 
and in his Secrets, | | 
He was obliging to his Courtiers, .and 
was not diſpleas'd, that theſe Romans here- 
tofore ſd fierce and free, would rake the 
advantage of his Favours. So that they 
ſtudied $0 pleaſe Auguſtus, and the appli- 
cation of the Court became a true Iate- 
reſt ; Yet it was not the moſt conſiderable. 
The Merit which related to the State, was 
referred before that which was acquired 
by an inclination for hfs perſon; Whiclt 
he eſtabliſhed himſelf by his Diſcourſes , 
never ſpeaking of wha was due (07 DA 
we 
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but always what he owed: hinifelf to the 
Republicks.- et S149 

In the mete! 2Hhars —_— life ſo re- | 

ular, ) where: particular Attions _ 

tinged execed! the! genera?) habic 2 

condizet: He 'd8ferided one day a: riend of 
bis, that waSatenſed of a horrible Rogte-" 
ry','and in all appearance-preferved him 
by: his confideration alone.” Ir "was "not 
without pain all perſons! of repute , 


_ yet le he#1{0:'much ap oe — 
rb the forms; "and itt. iffering 
dere of thoſe, who anſwered him oro 

vg ſmatcly /- that he regtined their | 
erm H: and even *hoſe that were ſcanda- 
lized, returning from their Tridignarion , 
excuſed the Tnjuſtice of ProteRing a wic- - 
ked 'Man, by-the Honeſty that appeared 
in NOt dcbreig a Friend. 

The Men - of- -Leatning had a ſhare itt 
his: fartiiliarity ; -aniabpl the'reft' Livy, 
Virgil, Morace;” whereby ' otie tnay fee | 
rhe- goodneſs of his Judgment,” as well for 
Works' of Leatning, as in'Buljnefs. He 
loved the exquiſire taſte of ' his A 
the delicacy 6 which has been-but "tele 
coftition in at} the reft. But He fear'd the | 
fnghlarities which came front'a falſe'Spi- 


rit, 
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rit; and whereof the Wieked perſons thax 
are knowing-therein , make an extraordi» 
pary. merit: As he, liyedaamong|t curious 
perlons, -{o he took delight in leeing his 

.AwS approved, and his Opiaton was, that 
it.is much better to fall naturally into.the 
good ſenſe of others/by his Reaſon, than to 
make' his Humours received by. Force, | 
imagined formerly, that the moſt delicate 
Spirits of .the' Romans ; had been ,1n the 
Reign of Avgufos, but fince my' Writing 
this ſmall Treatiſe of Avgafxs's Govern» 


- ment, F have aaſtered my Opinion; 


Befides the Honour; of his Judgment z 
which he was.Jealous of, he till thought 
that a Gift. diſapproved of, was a Favour 
but to one,-.and a prejudice to a great ma- 
Ay. That'the diſgrace,of an honeſtmag 
on the other fide was reſented by all hox 
neſt men, by the compaſſion it gives to 
fome , .and the allarm-that it;gtves to 0- 


| thers.- 


He had an admirable Faculty in diſcern- 
ing the:humour and ambition of the moſt 
elevated perſons, yet without conceiving 
Suſpicions fatal-rotheir Vertue. | 

The" Liberty of Opinions was not ,diff 


4 pkafing:ro:him pen general affairs,. & 
| Z 


fteeming; 
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. ſteeming that Men have their Priviledges 
therein ; that it is acrime to ſearch curis 
ouſly into the Secrets of the Prince, and a 
piece of Infidelity not to make a good uſe 
of his Confidence : But that buſineſs which 
was become publick, belonged in fpite of 
all to the Judgment of the Publick ; that 
he ought to repreſent it to:himſelf before 
he was concerned,  and'not'to' pretend to 
obſtruct it, when it was done. 

It was perhaps upon the' knowledge of 
his humour, that Livy durſt write ſo bold- 
ly the War of Cefar and Pompey, without. 
being ere the leſs in his Favour; - Cremmt:i- 
us Cordys recited his Hiſtory to him, and 
he did not think himfelf icandalized to 
fee therein Brutus and Caſſins. called rhe 
laſt of the Romans; An Encomiam fatal to 
Cremutius under Tiberius, in'that he was 
accuſed of a Crime ſays Tacitus, till then 
unheard of, - and which coſt: him: his Life. 
Mecenas had given him an advice yet more 
Particular, but of a more difficult ule ; it 
was, never to be concerned at what was ſpor 
ken againſt him. x19; 

If ſo be whar is alledged of us be true, 
'added Mecenas, it is our baſinels rather to 
correct our ſelves, than for others to con- 
&* IT tain 
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" ys; the-maſt pus 
pe mag 
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tain hemnleiugB.), If be what is ſaid of 
us. be falſe, {o.loon as we ſhew a concern 


at jt,,We make, it ſuſpeQed, for Truch. 
The conternpr of ſuch Diſcourſes diſcreduts 


them, and. takes away the pleaſure from 


thoſe that make. them. . 1f you. are more 


ſenſible of them than you ought to be, it 


is 1n the power of the moſt miſerable Ene- 
1leavious perſon, tadi- 
repols. 0 Jour Us. and all your 
your. HPGeE Gra you, from your own 
FXafON. py [C] 
 jAnguſt as; v5 orehor, ig &rtain mat- 
a9 - by. 4/4 ahni 1a others. 
i ies, forgotten, I [ce him ſo bold 
Jemency.,. bas he durſt Pardon a 
JBBR BFPGY Heal y erue, but even ready 
for tions; - 
1a the mean. time for all the Vertues of 


Mons ,. they never give ſo much to their 
ertue , but they leave to their humour, 


It is, geen ble how.nice be was, in re- 
| FIGS , 


, nothing was ſo we 


F: ue Ito ag the Amours of Julie, if 


d not bs thoug he to_ have ſome - 


Jatere with hex 1. Ovid was Baniſbed for 
'1t, and was never recalled; and that which 


apprarsto meextraordinary, the Husband 
H 3 him- 
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himſelf reſetited this unſubky Hbmour, 
That the Condu@ of Fu## ſhould Giles 
Auguſtus, was 1 nr al thing; but*that 
the poor Agrippe ſhou the Anger 
bf his Father m Law, ad theDebank 
= of his Wife at thie ſme tine, isan my 
ulinefs, and the laft! tune of a Hus 
bands ftare. 


"It is t6 tis © med Ki ah Fapit 


the Empetvor,,' 71 too nm 
fturbance fn't Yet ppHiiſe "of the 
whole Em Ire. id -— refiſt-" the 


 firtle Troubles Fob ils; \fAdided 
him, and fie butiived þ] TErn- 
like a Ptiyate perfor, A Git 
for he knew neither how t&eHd'a” 
mo by 2 good Otder, EN MERE) 5 
Faly thin ,. Nor, yet. #0 Pact EIT. 

After having Goth 16 Anh a on t 
one fide; he; Io himſelF'50 go carefef8ly 
to the ſwtetnels he fonnd CE Et 
if ſo be' Ft fa torin ence Him Nj | 
Jhe lived” Livizkfiew;tt6 
fo well ih the Yechinie dh 
the adgption of Tier: EK 
effett of her Conduft, t chi e 
of the Emperour. ”” 

_" Augaſtur Bern Vick Mafretk 
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, 0083 ;. thE[Vices of Tyberias, anbiliendes 
mr we but he had.nor:theforctito 
g3to che: Judgrient he ade 


5 Ta Hv/ 4 1- 152 | 
" Whit Ki thing witha!: Gund 
pet, which: diam. to nodnagy 
Il tie eerrest therewirh 
an unprofitable Knowledge. indadoled 
ſelf Maſtreſs:of hisdVikb+ +07) - 
| *Tis:qhis which: ingloeeanized Taciras, 


in my] w-thatmmalicious:camno- 
fity, ig gies 4s; "/ bile kneut 


that (the atured'of :i{5f6erius was; natdan> 
know td din;! ami oro: believe, that) ia 
Great Emperour cbotd:aot be perſwiticd 
too 1 a buſanaguinaſbkicdn 
Sentiment; he hath made aDel: 
 undaMyttery, whete there was 
if I'am.notgleceived, but faci 9 fi. 
theſe particulars of his Bargibyder 
us returntog enerals:. 'Hemadethe World 
happy;,: ant v was: —_ py-mithe World: He 
had nothing weof)therPublickzipar 
the Ts of him; And ml the 
—_ which he occaſion'd to come ta the 
oak and the good he hath done ſince 
mperour, I find that it hath been 
kg with —_ that he ſhould never 
H4 have 
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have-been mom Or-never have Ditd. - 
He:dicd at lerigth regretted of all men, 
Jef great EP compariſon tlian Ce/ar, 
but of a more regular Spirit ; which makes 
me believe, that.it Fad been miore glori- 
qus to have beenlihthe Army of Cefery but 
more  pleaſantito' have ora pac yu ng 
Comtnand of 4ogufiren:: 2101 | 
As for the Romag;' they: had: & {a 
Elevated, as 1nthaiumie of the pg ck, 
neither-far the greatnels of Geams,: nor tho 
force! of the Soul; hut ſamething; more ſa+ 
ciable::: After all the.misfortunes DT 
fuffered,” rhey were:glad: to: find; ſame re: 
freſtnnent, no matter how; 12g ls 
-/EThere. was noimare a fuconaVerroe 
to; Tuſtain Liberty:;] they wouldibave been 
aſhamed of an eocrelulbotions + ud-with 
an exception of Jocme fierce Spirits, which 
PO epuld |cantgnt,, everyane-took a 


'Prad&/ in':the:appearance-ob:a-Republick, 
arid. whs dot: dilpleasd wich the; eflet of 

wPldyht end rants Cargontantt 
ep 48 ; | | Led, 's voids 
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CHAP; We > © 
Of Tiberius, -and bis Genius. 


S. there are but few Revolutions, 
{” where one [tops at terms that are 
moderate, ' a happy and an honeſt: State is 
frequently changed into a miſerable and 
unwotthy condition. - The Romer Valour 
was ſoftened after 'the death of Bratys and 
Cefizs, who ſuſtained the fierceneſs thereof. 
After the loſs of Anthony, there, was, as 
it were, al general agreement for the con- 
duQt of Avguſtss, and an equal-complai- 
fance for his perſon. - not olirreul tf) 
. .:' When: Tiberius 'came to the Govern- 
ment;y.this complaiſance'turned-into baſe- 
| neſs:and flattery, '- 22171 G | 
One might have-ſaid, that this Prince, 
being naturally irreſolute, would have ta- 
ken. but' a. moderate power; but"the'Ro- 
mens more diſpoſed to ſerve, : thaty Tibers- 
#8 to command, gave him themſelves their 
| Slavery, when he hardly durſt hapnc vor 
ER foe! 3. their 


es lt \ tm 


rad RofeSfions ntht Gruiue'; 


their Subjection. See what was the Genij- 
us of the Roman Peopleatrhat time. -. _ . 

Its neceſſary now to ſpeak of that Tibe- 
rius, and tO thew the'terhper He brought 
with him to the Government of the Em- 


Pre, 

His Jokick moſt concealed,: biit' belt | for 
_ " to change all the maxims of 
fit gas," This, iwkeh hexcameiso he 
peroury; gave all his Thoughts of/fo al 
and: {0 prudent: a condy&; 20-the 1genieral 
Good! Trbertus made: x: Science':nf:phe 
Cloſet, «wherein was'ſhut:up a fate: _ 
inyſterious Intereſt'of ithePricice, 
from-theImtevelt tof !theState, and riot 
aways oppoſed' to the Publick Goodt4 

Judgment, 'Capacity,-amd:rhe Secret, 
were' changed into Shyngls,) Artifice,/and 
Diſfimulation. Therewasing moreknow+ 
ing of Good apd-Evil athions byithem- 
ſelves; ievery:thingiwaspaken according 
to the _ intention of cheBnipgronr,.ar 


was judged by the-curtuſncds of fomema- 
hes kationyiot1 : THT 113d ? 
"TH&Gretiz which Gormmcys: hadtoap.- 


© theÞ.cgions, wiplygervice.werp ad- 
T linaptbas wr) lire ances Tres: 
wad het the danger 
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flefted tharheconld draw the Troops from 
rheir Obedience, fince he 'knew, how 't9 
bring themthere. In vain was he faith- 
ful to Tiberzus,, his moderation in refuling 
the Empire, made him nor to be tho ag 
Innocent; he-was jud ged capable of 'w us 
had bren offered in haa: ant fo mar 
tricks were erriployed for his loſs, that: 
attebgr h | ne woul 
» Obe xd well, but defſeryed to Cortt- 


+ +7 = | i. CYOT 


He periſhed, this Germuniess ſo deb?" 
the Romans) inn Army; where he 
Teſsreaſonn to fear the Enemies of theBeri- 
Pite, than an Emperour whom he hai 


welt {1;09 
He was af the only perſon that had a 
b57e 'of this fatak' policy, jon fame Spjrit 
ned generaly door "The &: 

/ 


'ftant employments w 
pes, "the Goveztttnehts Fen 


In.a word, the benefit* of * od ſexyice 
'fxtred' no' wore i in any eonlideration; for 
4h truth ths"Artoys hat rather oe Hi 
"thanGenerils # andthe Provinces, Ban#h- 
eq Men, than Governours. At: _ | 
re 
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where the Laws had been always fo religh- 
ouſly obſerved, and with ſo much forma- 
lity, every ching was then managed bythe 
zealoule of his M yſterious Cabinet. ,. + » 
Whea a ——_ of coolidirable Merit te- 
ſified ſome Paſſion for the Glory of the 
Empire, Tiberius ſuſpefed ninedraels, 
that it was with a deſign.to obtain it. _./.;., 
If any, other had an' innocent remem- 
Þrance of Liberty, he pals'd for a; dange- 
nos an fo. © had a og bs Re- chabllh 
the Re-pudll To praile;Brutgg and Caſ- 
ſus, was A gporralC Crime: ty bet ag 
 guſtus, 4 2, kecret, BY ence , which a 
much the [els b:gpre oned, . = pt durſt 9 
complain ; for Tiberius ways commend. 
edfumin Pablicl, 80 made Diving Ho 
Aagurs be decreed to hams Which by: F 


all performes: v bing ; Hons 
ont Were g Peeminects a Paſſion 
ior el _ ta —z 


i6hge n for.an Aeculaiinnes: urb 
Corernmens or. for. a dilate ion.for t 
erſonof the, Fog CB. . "on 


..,; Hitherto y = had TR, inſpires 
by the —_ of a le Po fo ary Fo 
an.open. Cruelty ,- 

Tanny.. LIN 279214 nei! ) "One 
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7 One is not- contented to forſake good 
Maxims, one aboliſhed the beſt Laws, and 
made an - infinite , number. of new ones, 
' whichreſpetted inan appearance the ſafety 
of'the Emperour, but in truth the loſs of 
the Men of Credit that remained at Rome; 
Every thing was made Treaſon ; for- 
inefly a true Conſpiracy was puniſhed, 
_ an innocent word maliciouſly explain. 
ed; | 
The Complaints, which have. been left 
tothe Unfortunate for the ſupport of their 
Mileries, the Tears, thoſe natural Expreſ- 
ſions of our Gricf, the Sighs which flip 
from us in ſpite our Will, the ſimple Re- 
gards at lengrh became fatal. The fimpli>. 
city of Diſcourſe expreſſed evil Def" 
the diſcretion of Silence concealed miſchie- 
vous Intentions : Joy was obſerved as a 
Hope, conceiving the Death of the Prince. 
Melancholly was remarked as a Trouble for 
his Proſperity, or an Envy of his Life: Ia 
the midſt of Dangers, if that of Oppret- 
ſion gave you any motion of Fear, your 
Apprehenlion was taken for the Teſtimony 
of a ire; Conſcience, which, betray- 
ing it ſelf, diſcqvered what you-was going 
£ do, or what you. had done. If you 
were 
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were 12 the Reputation of having Courage 
and Reſolution, they fear'd you as a' bald - 
Man, capable of undetſtanding allthi | 
To Speak, to be Silent, to Rejoyce; 'to- 
Aficted, 'to be Fearful or Aﬀured, all was 
Criminal, and very often incurr'd the uts 
moſt Pumfttments. Vs 
- Thus 4 Suſpicions of _— rendred 
you cylpable; it was not enough to wi 
oft the es of vane Achulefs, cs 
falſe Reports of Spies, 'the Suppolitions of 
fome Infamous Informer, you were alſo to 
_ fearthe Imaginationof the Emperour ; and 
when you'thought to be ſecure by the In- 
nocenee not only of your A&tions, bur of 
your Thoughts; you would be ruined'Þ 
the Malice of his ConjeCtures.- _ 

' To puſh the 'matter no further; 'there 
. Fasneed of much Deſert tobe a perſon of 
Credit ; for by that there were many 'mi{- 
fortunes to be endured. That Vertnue, 
which durſt appear, was infallibly loſt. and 
that which was but guefſed at, was never 
aſſured: A i | 

As one is not exenipt fron Perplexity in 

the-Evil which op-ed hoes cndune; 
Tiberius was not always at Peace in the Ex- 
ercife of his-Cruelties. Sejayus who inſt. 
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nuated into his'Favouts; by ways as unjuſt” 
as his.own; this reat Favourite furfeited 
wich' Honours an Riches, 'which'left him 


. alwaysin'a Dependznce, had a deſire to 


free himſelf from all SubjeCtior, and for-: 
got torhing to pitt himſelf infet{ibly in the 
plate'of ths Maſter; * © CNY 

Being inſtrutted in the Maxims of the 
Emperour, and knowing in his, Art, be 
took off his Children by Poiſon, .and was 
upon the point of CHIUEHs him, when 
this Prince returning trom his Blindneſs, as 
by a Miracle, preferv'd his unhappy days, 
and deſtroyed” this great Confident that 
would haveruined him, _ 

His condition was. not more happy thary 
before ; he lived odious to all the'World,. 
and wroublefotn't6 himſelf, an'Fnerny tothe 
Lives of others, as well as to his own : at 
length he died, to thegreit Joy of the Ro- - 
mans, not being able to eſcape the impa- 
tience of a Succeſſor, who cauſed him tobe 
Riftedin a Sickneſs he was going to be cu- 
red of. 32th Tn | 

Tone tfiade a Refleftion upon the Diffe. 
rence there. was, between the Republick 
and the Empire, atid it appears tome, that 
it hag not bet lefs pleafant 40 tive under 

FE Empe . 
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Empereurs, than under Conſuls, if ſo be 
the Maxims of Azguſtus had been purſued. 
Rome was not fo happy. The Politicks. 
of Tiberius were embraced by the greateſt 
part of his Succeſſours, - who placed the 
Honour of their Reign, hot in governing - 
the a beſt, but in_enſlaving it rhe 
moſt. We” 1 IIA | 
In this opinion Auguſtus was leſs eſteem- 
ed, for having known how to make tlic 
Romans happy, than Tiberius for haying 
made them miſerable without help. Tap 
peated to theſe Emperours, that it. was. a 
mark of Inſufficiency or Weakneſs to keep 
the Laws; and ſometimes:the art of delu- 
ding them, - made the Secrer of their Poli- 
cy , ſometimes the violence of breaking 
through them,. appeared a true Greatneſs, 
and a worthy Authority, R 
The Forces of the Empire no more re- 
garded Strangers, the Power of the Em- 
perour was felt by the Natives, and oppre{- 
ſed Romans held the place 'of the fubdued 
Nations. ISL 
 Atlength the Caligulss, the Nero's, and 
the  Domitiar”s h"a the Dominion be- 
yond all Bounds ; and although the Prero- 
gatives of Emperours were iftfiaitely below 
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thoſe of the Kings, they diſpos'd them- 
ſelves to Violences, which 7 arquin him- 
{elf would not have done. | 

* The Romany of their ſide became equal- 
ly fatal ro the Emperours, for paſſ ng trom, 
Stavery to Fury, they Maſſacred ſome of 
them, 'and attributed to themſelves an un- 
juſt and violent Power to depole and ſer 
them up HER Fancy: 036. an FO OR 
Thus the Bonds of Goycronient were 
broken, and'the Duties of Society coming, 


to fail, they had nd othe 


r aim but-to ruia 
thoſe that obeyed, or to deſtroy thoſe thas 
ſhould have commanded others. x: 
"So ſtrange a confuſion ought chiefly to be 
imputed to the jll nature of theſe Empe- 
rours, and to, the brutiſh Violence of the 
Soldiers; ; but- if you'd aſcend to the firſt 
Cauſe, you will fd that this.ill nature was 
authorized by the Example of Tiberius, 
and the Goyeroment eſtabliſhed upon the 
Maxims, which he hath left. FI 
'As thoſe, who concert thi gs the beſt, 
don't always ſtick to the juſtice of, Rules, 
the fool Irregular, don't eternally follow 
rhe diforders of their Inclinations, and their 


* 
re 


Haomours. 


l nee 
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' They add at leaſt a Policyts Wett Tem- 
per. Ever thoft who'do all things withs - 
our Deliberation,returh there by RefſeCtion, 
when they are done, and in a Conduct, | 
of litereſt to- the. pure Motions. of Nas 
rare, 

But let the Eaijerours "ro iQedby Na- 
rure, by Policy, or bod wg ether, I main- 
rain , that. err ruth vrrag eto 
thing that WaS.g901 th,1ntroduged, 
every chin Spthar wasbad' El Empire. bo 
Mobs 7, who hat'a pre an = 


fight 3 7 hits 5, knew adititably well the 
Genius 4 his xime,: and. fag! no troup | 


3 Ss 


fo.do with th thole of old: hon $i: Pre I 
betty, and incapable of by Subjs ion; 
10, the mean time the - wear inclination 
was tO {crve, . and the | Rey Were. 
- diſpoſed ta) bedience, al "x ', 
This falfe' e Account of th ings made: bir 
take criiel Cavtions againſt perſans Ly 
fear'd without Cauſe; for it is to be 5bt Er- 
ved, That a Prince lo {uſpicious had ne- 
V&ErF 


” ESL" wh I. 


ptaints.”” They fiffered rhe” brotaliry 
of Caligula wit" the file Stibrriiffhon; for 
his Death is a particular Fat, wherein nei- 
ther the Senate, Peopte; nor Legions were 
concerned. They ſuffered the dangerous 
StupI yefiCludis, \anffthe infolence-of 
Meſſalina. They {ufered the Fury of Nero, 
till cheir Patience”: beirig exhauſted, rhere 
wa ARergl tiort in Men's Minds. 

EIS TIO 
ainſt his Perfon, from particular Com- 
nations BE carne to, the revolt of the 

r 


Legions, fro the renin of the Legions to 
hs. ehlaration of the” Setrate. RK itayHe 
the Senate could have. Re-eltablitfied'Pi- 
derty.,, but being already accuſtotned't9 
Em fours, they were Tonrented to tr 

| I 2 poſs 
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poſe of the Empire, the Prztorian Cohorts, 
would diſpoſe thereof themſelves, and che 
Legions of the Proviaces could not. yiel. 
them that advantage,. A Din err. 
ded amongſt theſe, ſome nominating one 
Emperour, ſome another. There, was no- 
thing but Maſſacres, and Civil Wars, and 
never were Peoples Minds in their Frgc Sci- 
tuation ; if you except the Reign of ſome 
Princes, who knew how to re-units the In- 
tereſts, which the falſe Conduft f T ibers- 
ws had divided for the common Misfortune 
of the Emperours,: and Empire. . . .* 
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Once intended to have rnade an exat 
4. Judgment.of. Salut and Te ora 
derſtan ing ſince, that others B& a dy 
done At, .that [ might neither wholly fol- 
ow, or loſe my Defgn, 1 have reduted my 
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Thoughts to one {ingle Obſervation,which 
I ſend you: | 

In my::Opinion, the laſt turns every 
thing'iato:Policy, with him Nature and 
Fortune have very little to do in the ma- 
nagement of Atairs, and Iam deceived, or 
he oftentimes gives too far fetcht Cauſes of 
ſome Actions, which are altogether Simple, 
Ordinary, and Natural. 

When Avguſtus would fet Bounds to the 
Empire, it.is1n his Conceit our of a jealous 
Apprehenſion, leaſt ſome other ſhould have 
the Glory of -extending it. The ſame 
Emperour, if you believe him, took mea- 
{ures to:aflure himſelf, that the People of 
Rome ſhould have a Concern for him, Ar- 
tificially managing the Advantages of his 
Memory, by the choice 'of his Succel- 
ſour. - 

The dangerous temper of T zberius, his 
Diſimulations are known to all the World; 
bur it is notenough to know the Nature of 

.the Man, without giving this Prince a Crat- 
tineſs in every thing : ' Nature. is not yet fo 
- :much reduced, but that ſhe keeps as much 
Right over our Actions, as we can take 0- 
,ver-her Motions. Something of ones Tem- 
per always enters into the beſt form'd De- 
SOT, + I 3 figns : 


1x8 Olfervations apon © 
ſigns: And itis not xredjble, abat 'Tzbers- 
#5, who was {o many years ſubje&;to:the 
Will of Sejarns, 'ortits owndafamons Plea- 
fares, could thave, :inthat Weakaels; and 
abandoning up-of |hzmiclf, w-far fetched 
an AQ, and ſorſtudied Paliticks: 2 - 1 
The Poyſoning of Briteaniom cauſes not 
ſo much Horrour, as it ſhould; oby T ecitns 
his putting us upon the obſerviog the Beba- 
viour'of the 'Speltators :; So wfang as the 
Reader is taken upancon(ideringithe divers 
Motions'they arein, 'theione”s being fright- 
edout of Imprudenee, others deeply reflect» 
ing on it, Nero*sdiſſembled Coldnels, the 
ſecrer Fears of 4gr:ppins,their Spiritstturnd 
of fromthe blacknels of the Action, and 
from the ſad Image of this 'Neath, vets the 
Parricide :eicape'their hatred, and teaves 
the unhappy dying Perſon to their Pity. '! 
The Cruelty of che:famerNVerada bis Moe 
ther's Death; has 00 delicate 'a:ConduQ, 
when 42rippinabad certainlyperdhed by.a 
{mall Intriegue:ob Court foo wel mandged, 
heoyghe at leaſto have;ſiippreſſed half the 
Art; for the. Crime! finds Jeſs :tverfion an 
-ourSpirits, and-ﬆf I may-fay:fo;:he recon- 
ciles the »Judgmdats:of: therReatersito it, 
whenihepurs-fo much Addrgls andDexteri- 
ty inthe Condug, Almoſt 


Salut, and :Facitus, ng 


' Almoſtiaall things Tgares leaves us pic- 
ces too finiſhed, where he: leaves us: no- 
thing to be: defired of Art, but where he: 
gives us'tao little of the Natural. Nothiog; 
is ner thag wharthe reprekents; ofcentimes 
"cis ot the. thing which ought co be repre. 
ſeated; ſomgtumes he palles beyond things 
by .to00 great-a- Depth and ' Penetration, 
Sometimes Speculations tao:hne rob us of 
the true Objetts, to/place za their {tead tine 
Ideas. What onemay ſay in his Favour 1s, 
that he obliges-us more than he had done, 
in giving 1s :things groily, -the- truth of 
which hag\been of no. importance. 

Saluſt, of a Spirit oppohterenough, gives 
as much-to Nature, as the ather to Policy. 
The greateft care of the ;farmer is to make 
known the Genius of Men, - Affairs come 
afterwards naturally, by the Actions not 
far fetch'd of thoſe Perſons, whom he 
, hath deſcribed, 7 o 

If you'conſfider with Attention, the:Cha+ 
racter of /Catzline, you will not be aftanih- 
ed at thatharrible deſign: to. oppreſs the Se- 
nate, nor-at-that vaſt project, to render 
himſelf Maſter of the Re-publick,  with- 
out the aFfiſtance of the Legions. When 
-you ſhall: xcflet on his Pliancne(s, dis. Ia- 
I'4 finuations, 
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finuations', his - Faculty of inſpiring his 
Motions, and uniting the FaCtious Perſons 
to himſelf ; when you ſhall-conſider that ſo 
much Diſſiulation was ſuſtained by ſo muck 
fierceneſs, when there was a' neceſſity for 
Afﬀion, you will not be ſurpriſed, that at 
the head of all the Ambitious, and Cor- 
rupted Men, he was ſo near over-whelming 
Rome, and ruining his Country. But S4- 
luſt doth not conteat himſelf with deſcri- 
bing the men to us in ChaxaCters; he makes 
them deſcribe - themſelves in” Speeches, 
where you always ce an expreſſion of their 
Nature. The Oration of Ceſar made it 
plain enough to' us, that a Conſpiracy did 
not diſpleaſe him, - Under the Zeal which '| 
he teſtifies for the preſervation of the Laws, 
and the Dignity of 'the Senate, he leaves 
to be diſcerneda delicate inclination for the - 
Conſpirators ; he is not ſo careful to hide 
his Opinion of Hell ; the Gods are leſs con- 
{fiderable to him'than the Conſuls, and in 
his Conceit Death is nathingelſe' but the 
end:of our Torments, and- the-repoſe of 
the Miſerable. Cato makes his own PiQure, 
after C2/ar had given us his. He goes di- | 
rectly to that which is good, but with a 
rough Air; the Aultexity of his Manners 


fult) whic 


 Salufty and Tacitus, #1 
15 inſeparable from the integrity of his Life x 


ke mixes the ſowerneſs of his' mind, an 


the hardneſs of his manners, with the uſe- 
fulneſs of his Counſels. | 
This _ expreſſion' of ( Optio Con- 
vexed Cicero ſo much, for not 
giving to his merit extent enough, makes 
me fully comprebend both the good inten- 
tions, and the vain humour of this Con- 
ſul. - To conclude, by the various deſcrip- 
tions of different 'Aftors, I not only re- 
preſent to my ſelf the perſons, but I ſeem 
to behold every thing that paſſed in the 
Conſpiracy of Cataline. 
You may obſerve the ſame thing 1n the 
Hiſtory of Fugurtha, The deſcription of 
his qualities and his humour,” prepares you 
to ſee the Invaſionof a Kingdom, and three 
lines ſhew his whole method of making 
War. You fee in the CharaQer of Me- 
ztellas, with the re-eſtabliſhment of Diſct- 


pline, a happy alteration of the Roman af- 


airs. | 

Mari managed "the Army in Africt 
with the ſameSpirit, wherewith he ſpoke 
at Rome. 

-'$ylla talks to Bocenus, with the ſame Ge- 
nius that appeared in his Character, little 

A ck tied 
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tied to:Duty and Regularity,, (giving all 
things p30. the paſſion af makin Eijends 
to himſelt.: Dez parextes,whunde habemus , 
amicorum unquam negue naby,, neque cut 
quans omnium ſatis fuit. Thus Saluſt makes 
Men Act ,by tbeir temper, and thinks to 
oblige: his. Reader enough, -by deſcribing 
them well, Every :extzaordinary iperſon 
that's repreſented, is gxadtly: drawn, even 
when ke has. no iconfiderable part-1n his 
Subjeft. Such is theCharatter of Seaypro- 
244, my Judgment; inimitable, hegoes 
even to ſearch remate i:conſifderations,, ta 
give us the Pictures .of.Cata;and ,Ce/ar,.,tfo 
tine in truth, that 1.ſhould prefer. chem 
before entire. Hiftories,. ._ .. TEM» 

To conclude. my obſervation upoathele 
two Authors, Ambition, Avarice, Luxury, 
.Corruptjan, all the general caules;of = 
Diſorders of the Republick, arewvery. of- 
ten alledged by Sa{uft., 1 know not whe- 
ther he-deſcends enough to. particular In- 
; tereſts and Conliderations, © You will lay, 
that ſubtle and onogntorig 2d £0 
him unworthy.ot the;grandeur of itheRe- 
publick; and thart is —_— the.xea(on,, 
that he: goes, no lcek asat,were all things 
in Speculation, tew things 48. the Paſſions 
and Genius of Men. a Qae 
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--One ;{ees1n the [Hiſtory of T ac/tus yet 
mare Vices; mare Wickedneſs, .and more 
Crunes; (but Jogenuity conducts them , 
and Dexterity manages them ; one ſpeaks 
there always with. delign, there's no a+ 
ing -without meaſure, .the-Cryelty 1s-pru- 
dent, and:the Violence adviſed, In a ward, 
the crime there tst00. delicate; from whence 
it comes-to pals, that men of the moſt cre» 
dit taſte the Art: of miſchief, which doth 
not tet it ſelf be/known,enough , 2nd that 
they: learnvto become Criminal beforethey 
areiaware, imagining only to become ex- 
Part. Butleavang here Sa/aft and T acitas, 
4a:their different Characters, I willathrm, 
that:00e meets but {eldom together, a cu- 
x10us:deſcription of Men, and a profound 

intelligence of ;things. 
Thoſe that ere brought up in Societies, 
that'ſpeakiin-Aﬀemblies, learn the order, 
the-forms,: ani} all the matters that are 
treated of | there, Paſhng from thence 
throughEmbaſlys;they inſtruct themſelves 
49/bareign affairs, and there are but a few 
.rhungs,; | of what: nature ſoever they be, 
bntitbey. become capable of, through ap- 
 plicarion /and; experience. But whenthey 
conme'to 4ttle.at Court , they are laok'd 
| UP- 
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upon as awkard in their choice of perſons, 
without any taſte of- Merit, ridiculous in 
their Expences, and in their Pleaſures. 
Our Miniſters in Fraxce are altozerher 
free trom theſe defeQs, I may attirm it of 
them all without Flattery, andenolargemy 
ſelf a little upon Monſieur de Lionne, whom 
I am better acquainted with. | 


'Tis in him properly, thar ſeparated Ta- 
Jents are colletted ; ?as in him that: meet 
a curious knowledge 'of the merits: of 
Men, and a profound Intelligence of things. 

To ſpeak the Truth, 1 have aTheuſand 
times admired, howa Miniſter, who-hath 
confounded all the Politicks of the 1ralians, 


who hath diforder?d the: ſettled Prudence 


of the Spaniaxds, who'hath turn'd to our 
Intereſts ſo many Princesof Germany, 'and 
hath made 'them a& as we would have 
them, who were brought with much dift- 
ficulty to att for themſelves: I have ad- 
mired, I ſay, how a Man ſo compleat in 
Negotiating, (ſo well 'verS#d inaffairs, can 
'have all the delicateneſs of the moſtpolite 
Courtiers for Converſation,and Pleaſures. 
One.may fay of him, what Sduft affirm- 

'ed of a Great perſon of Antiquity, that 

"bis lei/are i Yolupraons': but that by a = 

Dos if 


aluſt and Tacitus rg 
diſpenſation of his time with the facilit 
of labdur , which be hath made himſelf 
Maſter of, never; was 'atiy affair rerarded 
by tis diverſions. | 
Amongſt the” tivertifements of his lei- 
fyre, amongſt his moſt important employ- 
ments, he doth not ceaſe to dedicate'fome' 
Hours to Learning, whereby Atticus, that 
honeſt, Man among the Ancients, did not 
acquire a more carions knowledge in the 
fweetnels of his Repoſe, and the tranqui- 
lity of his Study.” He is infifntely skilled 
in all things, and” earning, which very 
oftey ſpoils the Nature, dorh but embelliſh 
his; 1t quits what it hath of obfcure, dif- 
ficult, rude, and brings him entirely all its 
advantages , without diſturbing rhe neat- 
nel3 ant politeneſs of his Spirit. *- No bo- 
dy is better acquainted with fine works, 
than He ; no body.compoſes them better ; 
he knows equally *how to ju ge and to 
produce, and I am title ata ftand,whe- 
ther one ought to eſteem more in him the 
fineneſs'of his Judgritent, or the beauty of 
his Genius, . It is:'time' to leave his, and 
come to that of the Courriers. . 
As'they are educared near Kings, . and 
mike ther ordinary refidence'near Prin- 
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ces,, they make it their. particular Study 
7) know them well : There is not. an:1n? 
clination thar is concealed from thert,; no: 
averſion unknowns no weakneſs which is 
not ducorered to FEEDS: TOO: thenes 
Comes 10: figuations, C - prin 
thoſe curl 10us on Fes Ei [0) ſe. the 
Art of winni hearts, » Qr. at lea F0 x6> 
concile their: Wi Edge 2 if be. tor for 
want. of application,; or ef> thinking t thoſe 
 employments:; below hem, where-.qne's 
inſtructed: in affairs, thay; are equally ig- 
norant of them all, it AYrecments 


coming, £0; fail w in Ages, 
dS hace them Fe regit. 


They grow od ther in 
fed pi Gere #rhe 
can't tuffer, their Ce 
Tefice ,: Ck theſe for. Ns For 
things. that agree t0,;t Fs n 
that rhe. others cannot. aft ahſtain fr ny 
that,are unbecoming; them. ; and: © GET LALR- 


ly the molt honeſt of whom no bor 
. has-need , GdeH eroncliope Sn 


—_— benelr. from: ping. chemy 2 
grow Eo. Bug it, is.,with wit 
thole gallant Women,, DE CNT 
with the World, whea thats di era 
wit 
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with them. I! we were wiſe, our dif: 

guſt would anſwer to that which is bad 
fop;us ; for ur the diſadvantage of States, 

where one doth'not ſuſtain himſelf but by 
the merit of pleaſing, when he ceaſes to be 
agreeable, he ought to think of retiring. 

Lawyers, on the other fide , appear lets 
Gentee when they. are yourg,- by: afalſs 
Air of the Court, which makes them ſuc- 
ceed in the City, and-renders. chem ridi- 
culous*to iers:. but at_length the 
kaowledge wy ſlirie latereſt brings them 
to "their Pr and becoming expert 
v fal themſclyes 1n conſi- 
detable tis ond where. on the World ge- 
reratly ſtands jn 10 went_ of gheir alliſtance. 
Ir is fo Hino » that thoſe & Courtiers that 


ariſe to Hogours by Lk cat /Ireriok Hey 
Itave nothing to be in _vheir ſuffi- 
CEC, and rheir wp 1s Rat perfeCted, 
wh en the! V2. to the nicety of the Court, 
t] je know pes 6. ph * OS and the pF 
EACE of 
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Caſar and. Alexaridet. 


z "PIs dniof liniverlally ined | hat 

T Alexander and cally apr been the, 

greateſt Men if the World 2. id all thoſe 
that Have bnderraken 'to Judpe , have, 
thought to HE dj Heroes. af came 
afier *tm , g ſome reſemblance 
between del i Kev ; NO "ard" their Glo-- 
ry.  Plutarch; after havin exathined their 
Natdpis, their Adtions, anc their Fortunes,, | 
leaves us the hberty to decide; thathe bad 4. 

not aſſurance enbugh_ to' undertake it, 
Montagne, more confident, declares him- 
ſelf for theforntet; and ſince 4he Verſions 
of Vaupelas and Ablancour, have tnade theſe 
Heroes the Subjeft of all our Converſati- 
ons, every one has embraced the part of 
one. or t'other, according to his own par- 


ticular Inclinatiog or Fancy. As for me, 
who 
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who perhaps have examined their..Lives. 
with as much curiolity as any perſon, not- 
withſtanding I will not allow my {elf the 
Authority of an abſolute deciſion, , Bur 
becauſe you are unwilling todiſpence with 
me from diſcovering my Thoughts , you 
ſhall 'have fome obſervations ot the rela- 
tion and difference 1 find -between: *em., 
Both: bave-had the Advantage of Illuſtri- 
ous Births, __ Alexander Son of. a confide- 
rable Kiog ; Ce/ar deſcends from. one of 
the moſt Noble Families of that Republick, 
whoſe very Citizens eſteem themſelves 
more than in S. It ſeems that the Gods 
had a mind to let us krow the future gran- 
deur of Alexander, by Olympias's Dream , 
and by ſome other Preſages. His inclina- 
uons Iublime from'his Infancy, his. Tears 
. Which ſhew'd him jealous for the Glory 

of his Father, the. Judgment of King.Ph:- 
tip, wha believed him. worthy of a.great-. 
er Kingdom than his. own, are. ſufficient. 
ſupports far the declaration, of the. Gods. 
Many. things of this Nature have been no 
leſs remarkable in relation toCeſar.Spllaap-: 
prehended in him, tho* he was very young: 
many Marias's. He dream'c that he:had- 
lain with his Mother, ag the Sooth-lh S 


” 
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interpreted; that the Earth the common Mo- 
ther of mankind, ſhoald be ſubjetted to his 
Power.” He was obferv*d to weep, when 
he tbok'd upon the Statue of Atexander , 
for having perform'd 'norhing conſidera- 
ble, at an Age when this Conquerour had 
made himſett Mafter of the World. They 
were both PaſionateLovers of Learning ; 
but* Alex4zder in,every thing Ambitious, 
was Jealous of ary Superiority in.his Stu- 
dies; "nd his chief Profpe& m-Stiences, 
was to exceed altorhers. So we may fee 
that he'complain'& of 4ri/torle, for abi | 
ingſome myſterious matters, which ought 
to have been enpi tg him aloge, and 
he declares, that he afpires no'1efs to raife 
himſelf above Men by his Leatning than 
his Arms. As he had a moſt curioiis Ge- 
_ 'nius, "arid whoſe Paſſions were eatily rai- 
ſed; ſo he was'addifted to the fearching 
after 'the. tyoſt hiddet Myſteries , and had 


2 partievlat Faricy for Poetry. 


L 


"Theres no man can be ignorant of the 


great afeQiorr he bore to Hopy, and that 

— favour ne x he Houſes of his Po- 
erity were conlerv'd io thegeneral ruine 

ahd deſofarion of Thebes. 

© The Genius of C2/2r, not altogether > + 


Va ſt, 


Cefar and Afexander. ? ” 


vaſt reduced the Scigtices to bis own ve, 
and he Teems $0 'have,; admired on, 
for n0.other purpoſe inrhe worg 

for his own advanta hg a ooh PH wy 
.of Epicutus, which% 

all others, he made his Low: iepleapr ro 
that part which relates to Man. 

pears 4 One, Prong was his princ path 
througha ethwaſh Ro mind , *is 
moſt nee y. in . Rep ublick to arrive 
atrhe* ; felt emp {vs "He made 4 
Funera rion ln Publick at the ith 
of his Aunt Pula; which ſucreeded wi 
great Applauſe. He dccufed Dolabella, a ar 
Ombacies made that Speech Fetye 

exact and: {9 fine, Roi by eLi 
of thoſe that were [inpe 

Conſpiracy. _ 

We avs nothin ng th at we have any af- 
ſurance 'to-\be *AleKanders', t: {or 
ok: Bylagsofana LID Tr j whic 
leaves us ant equal impfeffion of the ak 


IVES 
Nh C ahtine's 


neſs of his Soul, and o the vivacity 
oor © Hb 
us tie | great | diſtintion eh LES 

rehendin rheirSentimepts, is; por, 
Bis 3 = yh ok for 4 expuder Pe 
vout even to 


Dc giving an en- 
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tire; credit to Divinations and. Oracles 3 
which might be attributed, beſides his in- 
Clinatiog, to his uſyal reading of Poets, who 
imprint in men a Fear and Reverence of the 
Gods, and made up all the Divinity of thoſe 
times. | Z | | 
As for Cefar, whether it were out of a 
pure / natural temper, or elſe, giving way 
to the opinions of Epteurus, *tis. beyond dil- 
pus that, he paſ$'d into the other extream, 

ad ng jure op ers from the Gods -1n th's 
Life, and was. very little concern'd about 
the Thoughts and Accidents of. the other. 
Lucan:reprelents him, at the Siege of Mar- 
ſeilles,, with an Axe in his hand in a Con- 
ſecrated. Wood , where giving, the firſt 

ſtroaks- himſelf, -he encourages; his Soldi- 
ers, who were ſeized with a ſecret hor- 
rour_of Religion, -with expreſigns impi- 
ous:cnough. ' Salut makes him affirm, tht 
Death & the concluſion of all mufortunes, that 
aft er it there remains neither rememembrance 
wor imaginations of Toy. WR tr rus 

But as men, be they never ſo great, com- 
par'd qne to another, are.always infirm, 
defeQiye,: contrary t-themſchves, ſubje&t 
to Miſtakes or Ignorance ; Ceſar was con- 
cern'd ata Dream, which predifted to bir 
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the Empire; and woiu g not give the leaſt 
Credit thar of his which adverti- 
ſed hiny' of his Death:- A Life was af- 
ſwerable to his Belief; 'he-was in reality 
moderate in indifferetit Pleaſures,” bur -de- 
nied himfeff nothing ii thoſe that affeCted 
him. ' Thls'Was the cauſe that.Carullus writ 
ſo many'Epipratmsa gainfthimn, and whence, 
at laſt r-beeame a Proveth;" that Colas 
the Wife/of all Husbands; and'rhe His: 
band'of all Wives, © - 
-15 5 Altxabdey- was molerire tought * MER | 
yet hs ww33.Hibr alrogetber infenfible*for 
Bu#ſmne 588: Roan! mate him' Captive to 
their Chitims|- and his: Cofitinence '#t'faft 
could nor!refttfiti him from uſing Bigous, 
ws Dovieh hI# Toomey Gone: W do | 
ure of Banque! y pl 24h 

ex MA rf tis, any whetelomes 
Tinies helixferd Birtiſelf to.be carried/even 
16:Excef8, Was ;ndifferent #6 Ceſar-£'not 
but that Alew4Bter, intimeof Attion, was 
very ſober, iid could ehfily endiure-3 Ha- 
tipue z' bug when Eaſe and Repoſechad ſuce 
coated the? T6ik of War; ;Franquility'lic e: 
ſteem'd'as S inffpid, and unfA) \ if hedid 
notiſtir'it up; as It wer, by ore thing 
extraordinary: 

K 3 | They 
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- They. were chaps hae. Sethi even .to 


Profuſion :: but Ce{#r with gioreof Deſign 
and Intereſt. His Gratuities roxhe People, 
his exceſſive Expences ia the Egileſhip, his 
Preſents to Curjo; Were prapely, rather 
Corrafoians Oo I Liberalitese wm 
&r;s Gifts, proc eres A purg greatags 
of Souſl, Sprache ee fund 
buted-his Parimony, he — oy 
rok atd/had no, other p n Fu 
hopes of Conqueſt, or ar 
fa when he hard! 7 waged wa 
Re a-Many :be dilcharg the. Dubts 
twhole-Atatye.  Limaers, Engravery, 
Ni Glans,.::Poets 2; Philoſophers: Gall-far 
mousintheir ways bat generally.in want) 
Fa mor fel his Mag: ;> and doo 
& ris; AQ es TiC E- 
fat. al weary Geir berals 
ehigro aw Fre + x Pea EST Wag 
1geatQ gain $ ary for bis A 
faigs, [ard be hardly ar vel ron 
the Empirebut howas vbayp deprived 
Hbj, ogotþer with his Life. af > find 
ig-Cefar it > Frigndſhips;that. t- Htx41 
ads for, 2 peftvan 4, nor that: Confidence | 
that he. hafl-in Craterss; . His, Correſpon- 
dences were either Obligations, forbis or 


% 
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Afﬀaics,c; or: ele a Proceeding complaiſanc 
enough, bur much leſs, paſſionate 1nrela- 
tign.to his Briends., - "Tis true, his Famulia- 
rity had ggthiog ia itof;Danger; and thoſe 
that were his latimates, never apprehend- 
ed his: Wrath,oot bis Humours. As Alexen- 
der was ih extreams;either he was the moſt 
Charming, or the moſt formidable Perfon, 
and thera wasng {ſecurity to:-be expected in 
an Iatrieghe'wherem he himſelf C—_ 
gcd. +, foswithſtanding Friendſhip, after 
Aalory;owas his.greatelt Paſſion; of which 
there. needs. 40-other Teftimony,: than tis 
own FExpreſhon; .. when he cried out near 
the Statue of Acbyles :.-Q debiilles, hew, hap- 
y do Jeſteem thee, In-that thou; hadſt a 
Jaichfyl maar pray» way, thy Life; and 
Juch-a Poet as Homer. after Dearh:?-:, 1,1 
 Hitherto we haveiexamined the Natures 
of;thaſe-tws:great)Min;-7tis.now:'time; 40 
.make-a Scrutiny into, -the-Genius's.at+ the 
. Conquerprs, .andto gonkder *emn in (the: ut- 
. moſt extentiof Aftiag.. 7 Fis a kind ot Hal- 
'1yiz -$6 reafog: miigh; upon things-purely 
Imdginary! ;, notwithſtanding inall appear- 
- QNCE, If Hiexanxer had:beeiiin C4ſar's place, 
- he-had made-no better uſe of his great ahd 
he ATA to his own: prs- 
: | NA 4 per 
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ws Deſtruftion. © One ay Wppeſs that 

is haughtry Humour, - which fcortid" to 
take any care of preventing-things, would 
have bur il! preſerved him in the perſecu- 
tions of $z/z, he would hardly have-been 
brought to ſecure- himfelf by 4 voluntary 
Abſence. As his Gifts proceeded' out'of a 
principle of Generofity, they -would' un- 
doubtedly have proved pernicious'to him. 
Infteadof waiting for the Edileſhip,; where 
hisMagnificence and Profufions tad: been 
permitted, his Largefſes and Preſgnts at an 
-unſeaſonable time, would havg rerider'd 
"him jaftly : ſufpe&ed-ro the Senate: ' Per- 
hapsroo, he could 'not haveconfined him- 
{elf-to thoſe Laws;' they would have tor- 
mented a Soul ſo imperious as his, *and by 
undertaking ſ{oftething at an-4nconvent- 
enit'tme, he would"have found rhe Deſti- 
ny of Mazliss,' of the Gracch?'s,” or that-of 
Catiline. Bur then," if Alexander thad pe- 
riſhed in the Republick,Ce/ar, whoſe” Cou- 
"rageand Warineſs went ordinary toge- 
'therghad neverentertain'd in his Thoughts, 
- the; vaſt deſign of the Conquelt of '4je. 
-- -?Tisto be believed of Ceſar,” whoſe Con- 
-duQ-wasſogelicate; and ſoſcerer; that he 
entred into all Conſpiracies, -without be- 
i + 108g 
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ing | (except .once) accuſed; and never 
convicted: He that «in the Diviſions of 
his own- making amongſt the Gauls, af- 
ſifted one to oppreſs the other, and brought 
them all under ar the laſt : ?Tis to be be- 
lieved;i I ſay, that this ſame Czſar follow- 
ing his &wn Genivs, would have eftabliſh- 
ed the State, ſubdued his Neighbours; and 
ſet-all "the Republick+ of Greece ' at diffe- 
rence one with another, in order to havs 
made himſelf Maſter of them. And cer- 
tainly; to have relinquiſhed Macedon with- 
out'the 'Jeaft-hope of return, ts have left 
his' Neighbours difaffQted ; Greece in a 
manner ſubdued, bur-not.quite reconciled 
ro the new method bf Government, with 
'35000/ Men, 70 Talents, and-an inconſt 
 derable'quantiry- of Proviſions; t6-have 
gone direftly ro-feck out a King'of Perſia, 

-whom the-Greeks called/rhe Great King, 
_-an4/ whoſe ſimple Licurenants upon the 
Frontiers, ſtruck*the- whole World with 
Amazement :'' This is beyond"ones Imagi-- 
nation;©and ſomething more ſurprizing, 
than cif 'the Republick of 'Ganas, r 
ther ; with-thoſe: of Lucca, 8" Rene, 
ſhadld at this'dey enterprize ths Conqueſt 

of France. Had Ceſar declaced War.to rhe 
4 Great 
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Great King he had afted,. perhaps; Jy 
COR Canons, - and would got; have 
een Her Unfortunate; if he. had-made 
the River-Grazicas-to be the extent of tus 
Territories:; «If Ambizion Pa eap ſeg him 
to haye. adyanced further, can it pollibly 
be imagined, chat he would have, refuſed 
the offers of 'Daraus, i he, apa] ways proper 
ſed an Accornnodation. ich Lompy) .and 
that he would :nor re facis fied "with the 
Daughrer c the Kings, .with;Eine or, Six 
' Provinces, winch Alexander, perhaps, iin- 
foleatly Equge refuſed ?.Ja ting, 11f, Wares 
any. Reaſon in oy Conjeftures, EY Id 
hardly. have. bcea- 1a anquilitive; 
King of. Perþ4,,1n the Plains, atconded by 
2 Million of; Saldiers-: 7 Letts oy Naz tO 
he exceeding, brave; let us allo W him allp 
tobeiof an-affured. Spirit, but YA thats 
done, - ay prome niy, ſelf, that he 
would! have ſlept.ig profound! IF. the ,Nz ke 
;procadiogrrhe Battel26wdrbel's ; 1;ratl 
pens he would-haye. betn:; of | Forms O 
Dpinien,/ and that : bes Anlwers would have 
re ng.-Proper tion! £9; Ate SiS 1; NOſ- 
nl Fab, great Batzel, was ablo- 
-Jucely for- che; Maſter-ſhip.of 
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Glory, antthisexgeſhve. Ambition. whi 
him n9-jpterval of Repaley row 
* Yredhim atſome particulan times ſo oh 
Rey 10 the: Macedpriins, that they 
were - all;ready; to abandon- him; but-?45 
Rn od aeT nay 

 igigus. Courage which:nothi 

hate... Go-Cowaras, lays he —_ 

Fa nirlhormer Qoantrn. tes T1 

or 


#1Ailexandar;, with his Friengs, Labougieg 
4 Wo: of Fans among Netions 
know how to. of wry betrerghan yo, .-; 

"loa all the Paſſages of his Lifec)the Prince 
Cpnde admired noching more than;thrs 
brave Herggn eneſs to the Mwedaniars -Ang 
Hl Confidence .1a himlelk. ;.;Alevxaugen, 
Jays he, 4e/7, byte. vwk men, pars the bar- 
berous Nations, who were not thrauzhly ſah- 
Gees: mes ſopor/maded of hisomn Worthineſs, 
aud Capacity t9 Command, thar he thought 4 
#0t.14 the-Power af, amen: £0 refbſe t0 29h 4 
Obrifece, To refide'in Ewfgpe;.;or.1n 
oo among 
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amon oft Greets, or amongſt Perf Jans, each 
"Was roaePefiris hin #!he was affured to 
meet with Subjects where he found Men. 
'Fhat which is{aid-to theadvantage-of C4- 
| fer i is $ rus that the 'Miztdonizns were eimi- 
Pp paper's BRA 2 People drowned in Eaſc 
an Con diſe, and that-rhe 'Cotiqueſt- of 
'the Gauls, who are a fete and Military 
People, muſt of neeefitybe much harder 
to the'/Rowmang,”Iwon'k amuſe'm wy ſelf, by 
enquiring' intb”the Coufage: __ or 
'Cother ,. but *tis' ceftain,' that Ceſar never 
found real, an#ſubſtancial Armies 
the' Gazls,' ' There was'eiitire Nations; if 
you reſerve” the Women, Children, and 
'Old Men, who made 4 Tumultaary Aſo 
bly for the" defence” of their\Etberties** 
vaſt number of Combarants 'withoot Oz 
ter,or Diſcipline z andXo acknowledge'the 
Truth, excepting two 'or three; "Cefar 
might boaſt, Vent; Vidi, © Vic, in #1 his 
Undertakings; hich wakes thethe? n gl 
ty convitesd ever Zabiwur commab 
the 'Legions, "would have" had; the'ſam 
-go6d Fortuiie'to-fubjeft our Provinets' to 
#6 Re publick; ar: by all-the appearances 
of thioks Parmenio had ot given'that 
great Battel, that afforded a deciſive Judg-. 
ment 
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ment concerning me affairs of 4a. You; 

nay obſerve alfo this remarkable particu-, 
| lar, that Par menio wanted Alexanders af-, 
ſtance in the Bartel, and that Ceſar had. 
been infallibly loft without Labienas, who, 
after having routed'all of his (ide, ſent the! 
Tenth Legion, to diſengage. him. Whes-, 
ther it were that he, undertook more dan- 
p<roys enterpriſes, . or. elle by. expoſing 
hiraſelf more than he need,-.or wl ether, 
he was: jn this poiat the; more unfortu-- 
nate, - Alexander was a bungred times in 
manifelt danger of his Life, 28d. very of-- 
ten extreamly wounded, ?Tis certaintoo, 
that Cz/ar fad his Hazards, . but. more 
rarely, and I'm in ſuſpence whether be was 
ever much Wounded 1a all his Wars,. For 
my. part, I can't conjeCture FM: the Peo- 
ple of {ſiz ſhould be ſo loft and. puſillani: 
mous, they, that have been, always fore 
midable to Exrape, In the greateſt power 
of the* Republick.,. have no the. Romans 
bego. unhappy in; their Encounters whh 
the Parthians, who polleſled. but one part 
of the Empire of Darzus ? Craſſus was. t hes K 
loft with bis Legidns in the me of Ce/er 
anda Jitfle after, 4vthon made gn Expe- 
dirzoh thither with Tols and ſhame. As for 

x Si OE On VR nn TR 


x49 "The Gamparifon of 
Conqueſts; we can't juſtly attribute any 
others to Czar than thofe 'of Gaul; for by 
the advatitige ofa Civit War, he fubje& 
ed the on: wealth with the betres 
part'of jtsawn Forces ;, and the ſingle Bat- 
tel of Pharſal/z, rendted him Aiotice Ma- 
ſter,of a Hundred different people, 1 which 
ot rs had firbdued” before. 
*eſpaſitn' cannot. be, "{xid to have Cons+ 
Wks the Empire, when he: was madg 
rour upon the Defeat of Vitelkws. So 
Iv ans a6 200ang ed himſelf by the Ta- 
bours an > Pxploirs aged all the Romans : rhe 
Scipio? L, ' Emilins, Marcellus, Moy 
and Pompey,” even his. own proper SR 
have'fought for. him; and all that was. 
perform'd"in; 6og years, was the fruits of 
one Hours Battel, oo which {ems to 
| 


me; ſtiff! bte' incomprehienfible, as to 2: 
lexantes.} this, rhatih twelve of thirteen 
ee, has Tabdued pore Countteys,zhan 

Wen States" it nehe whole extent of 


oo Di tions, At this time a Travel- 
fer js celebrated, for Holng 'but : 
part of tho * Nation ns's. e ſubgued ; 


and that wtrpck So fc to oor 
jay 
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fo far as to. beadored. by the-Conquered- 
In which particular L pity the misfortung 
of Ceſer, who had not opportunity enough 
to give-a form. to the State conformable 
to: his intentions, being Affaſſinated' by 
thoſe he went to. reduce to a Compliance, 
There\remains {till one conſideration upon 
Alexander , viz. | that all the Macedonia 
Captains, after his.Death, .were powerſul 
Kings,. who compar'd to himiwhea alive, 
appear but as/indifferent perſons. Ang 
certainly, he's. in ſome meaſure: pardona- 
ble, if, in a Countrey where was a ſtrong 
Belicf that the greateſt part. of the Gods 
had - once their Habytations -upon Earth, 
where. Hercules was fuppos'd to be the Offs 
ſpring of Fupater, becauſe be had: the for+ 
tune;to flay a Lion, and to rid the World 
of a. pernicious Robber: I ſay, flure he's 
pardonable in ſome meaſure, it :having & 
reliance on the opinion of Philip, 'whawas 
under.a per{waſion that his Wite'had ſome 
communication with a Deity,. #:imposgd 
onand flatzered by the Oracle ;if upon finds 
ing, himſelf fo much above ordinary men; 
he has: ſometimes diſown?'d: his-real Birth, 
and given credit to the ſentiments dF his Dis 
vue Race.Perhaps he only diſpers'd this eb 


144 
: Hef amongſt the Barbarians, toattraft from 
' *em Veneration, for at the time he put 
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himſelf out to the World- for a. kind of a 


God, + bis- natural Slumbers\, his Society 


with Women, the Bloud which camefrom 
his Wounded Body, made him ſenſible he 
was but a Man. After ſo large a diſcourſe 
of the advantages of Alexander, T''briefly 
affirm, that through the Beauty: of a Un1- 
verſal Genius, Ceſ«r wes the greateſt of 
the Romans in all reſpefts, both in ipatters 
of the State, and thoſe of War. In reality 
the enterprizes of Alexazder, have fome- 
Sing in them more amazing; but rhe 
condutt and the capacity mult not ftand 
for ſo great a ſhare: - The: War of Spain 
againſt Petreizs and Afraniny, is a patlage. 
that men of approved experience yet ad- 
mire. - The moſt memorable Sieges of the 
htter times, have been form'd/ m-imfita + 
tion of the Siege of Alexia, and to Cefar is 
owing our” Fortifications, our Lines, our 
Contravallations, and everything that ge- 
nerally : relates to the feeurity of Arnnes 
before the 'places Belieged. ' As to what 
regards Vigour, the' Battel of Munds was 
by far more conteſted than'thoſe of 4/iz ; 
add Ceſar run as great a'riſque in Egypr, 

oo” > . 44-55. ++ &S 
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Cxhar ad Alezander; t4x 
aSAletanter didin the Town'of theMallians, 
They were. noleſs diftetent in the proceed? 
ing than/in the ation. *'When Ceſar had 
not the Juſtice _— his ſide; ' he ſearch'd for 
appearances; 2 rztexts were never 
wanting to him. Sr no othee 
xtafons:to the World: than his own Will; 
he followed throughout either his Ambi- 
tion:or::his Humour; Ceſar 'on the other 
Aide ſuffer*d himſelf to be conduRted eithes 
by his Intereſt; or his Reaſon. | 

. ::\There- never was obſerv'd' in any per- 
fn {o' muckequality in Life, fo much Mo- 
:detation.inBoreune; and fo much Clemens 
cy-1n'ap Injuries. ' . Thoſe impetuo- 
fitieswhixhcoft poor clirus his Life, thoſe ill 
miade.ouriSuſpicions, which occaſion'd the 
-lols of 'Philprut;) and which to the Infamy 
of Hexander at length drew on, as a ne- 
-ceffary misfortune, 'the.death of Parmenio j 
all theſe: irregular motions were unkriown 
to Ceſar: he 1s irreproachable in that pax- 
-ticillar;, except in relation to himſelf, for 
hot. having been careful enough of his own 


proper Security; 

-:2Ir muſt be acknowledged, that inſtead 
of being ſubjett tothe diforders of his Paf- 
feng he: was the moſt ative Man of the 
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Warld, and: rheleaſt liable te diſturbance. 
Great things and-lictle haws-6 ound him 
ſtill caſy, without bein dby the ond, 
or ideje &d by' theothet” 9911/8 07, 

Alexanaer leerm'd to be. out:ob: hisway, 
but when he was doing :extmaprdinary 
things. . If he was to TH -'it was'to:be 
with none butiKings ;;3fheloved Hwnrtmg 
it: was that of Lions ;: hewoblld hor: make 
@ Ptefcnt unworthy of Himſelf He was 
at notime ſorrefaltite, | nor itt a Int 
Monur, as at thedelpondencyathus: Trdops : 
ever ſ{o-full ofthbpe,/ as: in:their delpair. 
Ina,word,. he begantqenoy 
Men for the moſt part, :atherthroaghyFear, 
or ſome other Infirmity,ateusd 1o- gore 
themſelves up 0 their »AMiftions.-. 
tis .too elevated Soul, :could:ngtea() ai 
pence with theicoinmon Accidents © 
and hardly ſecure-of ' humfeif; iti was wr 
Ffear?d leaſt he ſhould be loft ether nine 
his Pleaſures'or his Eafe. | 

Here Tmuſt obligemy £if tomake lorine 
x6fteftions, upon the Heroes;-whole Domi- 
nion has ſo much ſweetneſs'in-ic 3 that 
without trouble we ſabre 20 it. There 
Temains with us, none of-2hoſe ſecret re- 


Snances for ?em, nor thoſe-internal'n6- 
' ti0NsS 


Ceſarand Alexarider. £45 
tions' off Liberty, \whnthoate 4o! painful ro 
us in a forced Obedience: 'All our:quali- 
ties are eaſy and compliant, but what pro- 
ceeds from-them: is lometimes inſt | 
able. When they are our Maſters by 
powerz; and 1 myctr beyond us ig\regard 
of their defert, they Th to enjoy a dou- 
ble Empire, which exacts a double ſubje- 
rrrk 3 and very often *tis a miſerable _— 

n rrde ance 
aitde' | F op 0 i mp 
ſon deſpiſe us. In the mean time, fi Ns 

fe god don? x rule in Deſarts, and thar, they 
"4 *hecelliry rome iſh 

by, net ink rtheir 

thejtſelves to por Sets 


[a then juſtly re 
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; and that in, his Expetiitions he 
to niiakt Hinfelf taketr g- 
L 2 ticd 
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riceiof. by his People, than t0 \cncounter 
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perion, that has gogd © 
nv could. perlwade. 
the tediouſnels wh c 
rainly cis firagge poough yt 
£hy where there; | 


Table Wars, an 
of affairs; thats 
a Courage to perform, great,, 


Vanity to ſpeak of them, | TX 
be Bf OO FTUROY AR BN fn, Oe either to _ 


Dig- 


ThePrench. Hiſtorians. 149 


Dignity, 'of theSubjeQ,--orto/our own. pro- 
me rt Pola 0771 = * 
I. was of opinion. formerly , that one 
ought to attribute this "deft to-our Lan+ 
guage; but-whenT havye ſince conſidered, 
that the Beauty of the French in the Tran- 
ſlation.almoſt equalled: that of the Greek 
and Latin in: the Original,: i is come into 
my Thoughts: in ſpight of my ſelf, that 
the indifference of our. Genius is, below the 
Majeſty! of Hiſtory. + Beſides, if ſo be there 
were amongſt us ſore Genius's-of a ſuffi. 
cient height, there are:r90. many things 
neceſſary,to; the compoſition of. a fine Hi- 
ſtory, tobe able to-meet with them in one 
and theſame perſon.:; One might find per- 
haps a ſtile pure enough and noble engugh 
in ſome of our Authors, who'by realon 
of their liviogat a diftance fromthe Court 
and Bulineſs,. would handle them with ge- 
neral maxims and common places, which 
reliſh more of the Policy of Antiquity, than 
ours. Our experienc'd men. of bulineſs 
have a great knowledge of our ownInte- 
reſts; but they  haye-the diſadvantage of 
being uſed to; a certain ſtile of diſpatch, 
as proper. for Negotiations, -as-it is little 
agreeable to the Dignity of Hiſtory. | It is 
| L 3 alſa 
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Iz5o - A Diſcourſe upon up 
alſo a! uſual thin with: +a Ndwik 8s 
ry ill of War ; unleſs Fortune has kaid it ir 
their "way to be oencerned 'therein ſorhe- 
rimes;-or they have kived inthe acquain- 
tance ind familiarity 'of Great: Mei, that 
have had the' mf ent thereof: ' Thav 
has'been a conſiderable defe(t in Grozius, 
who after he had pierced ihto the moſt 
ſecret-cauſes of the' War, thenature'of the 
Government of the Spaniards, the diſpoſi- 
tion'6f the Peoplevt Flanders 54 who, after 
he had entred-inrd the true Gghinis of Na - 
tions, 'forms « juſt 'CharaRer"of Spcieties 
and chat of principal. perſons ;- who after 
he had ſo well explained the different States 
of the Chriſtian Religion ;-who after he 
had aſzended to'Oripinals, unknown to 
Cardinal Bent rooghio and to Strada, could 
not maintain in mens! minds the 'admira- 
tion'which he had tauſed there; 1d ſoon 
as he' was to open'the Field of War, when 
he was to ſpeak of the motion of Armies, 
and'come to the deſcription of Sieges, and 
tothe recital of Battgls.”* > | 
We' have ſomePerfons of Q ualey of an 
extraordinary merit; *who for ving exe- 
cured great employments with aigood na- 
tyral udgment, and ſame acquire __s 
edge, 
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e, are ly capable of atting well 
"I. Notts rev he aegeretly URY 
want 4 > ens, or have'nort-the Art of 
Writing - "well: Beſides that, referring all 
things ro'their own' way, and the funCti- 
on of their Charges, they ſeek little to in- 
ruQ' themſelves in the forts of the Go- 
ſu, and Orders gf the Kingdom. 
They wore imagine to do themſelves 
wrong, and take the Spirit of the Law- 
yer$ 2 ainſt the Digni y *of their Profeffi- 
on, if fo be*they ſhoul apply themſelves 
to the knowledge of our Principal Laws. 
And without thoſe Lights.I durſt affure, 
chat it is's it-were impoſſible, to make 
a good Hiſtory filled (as it ought to be) 
with fonnd' mb judicious Inftruftions. 
Bacon often complained, that Hiſtorians 
took pleaſure in extending themſelves up- 
on. Foreign fairs, and that they ſeemed 
to avoid as a weakneſs: ---the diſcourſe of 
Rules, which compoſe the publick Tran- 
vility * That lerting themſelves 80, with 
oy, to the recital of thoſe Evils which 
ar rings, they don't treat of, but with 
diſtaſte, the good Laws, which eſtabliſh 
the happineſs of a Civil Society. His com- 
PROES appear to me {o mnch the better 
| L 4 tound+ 
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foynded , inaſmych as there 1s. not. one; 
Hittory amongſt. the Romans, but where. 
we diſcern the.in-{ide of the Republick, by, 
its Laws, as well as the out-lide by 5 
Conqueſts. You ſee in Livy, {ametimes 
the aboliſhing of ald: Laws, and.ſometimes 
the eſtabliſhment of new ones ;, you ſee 
there every thing that depends on Relig, 
PN, and what K+ to Ceremanies. Ihe 
Conſpiracy of Catilipe in; Seluſt, is quits 
full of the Conſtitutions of the Republick; 
and the Speech of C2/ar ſo delicate, doth 
it not all roll upon the Portzen, Law, up+ 
on the juſt conſiderations their Fathers had 
for quitting the ancient rigour.in the pu- 
niſhment of Citizens, upon the dangerous 
conſequences which would follow, it ſob 
{q wile an Ordinance ſhould, be violated : 
The fame C2fer in his Commentaries, 
never loſes an occaſion to {peak of the 
Manners, Cuſfoms, and Religion of the 
Tacitus is perhaps but too. full of Accu- 
fations, Defences; Laws, and Judgments. 
- Quintus Curtigs,; in a Hiſtory, made'to 
pleaſe more than to jnftruQ, puts at the 
mouth of Alexander the Laws: of the Mace- 
don:qus, toanſer the reproaches of Her: 
| | © 2molanes 
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ways » Who.had Confpired againſt his 
Life, - Tas 

This Alexander. - that ſeems to have 
known no other Laws, than his own Will, 
in the Conqueſt of the World, 

This, Alexander doth not ſcorn to ſup- 

rt himſelf by the Authority of the Laws, 
or: having ordered a 'young Lad to be 
Whipt, whea he was Maſter of the Uni- 
verſe, 

- AS: there 15:no-Nation, thar is unwilling 
to. ſecure it ſelf from Foreign Violences, 
when it is infirm, or'to render its conditi- 
on more. glorious by Conqueſts, when it- 
isPqwerful. As there is none, but oughr 
to-aſſure.its repoſe by the conſtitution of 
a good Government, and the Tranquillity 
' of. the Conſcience by the Sentiments of 
their Religion; fo there is no Hiſtorian , 
but ought to be-inſtruQted in all theſe dif. 
ferent Intereſts, when he undertakes their 
Hiſtory ; , but ought to make known whar 
renders men unhappy, to the end thar ic 
may.,be avoided, or what makes their hap» 
pinels, that it may beprocured. | One can- 
not write-a good Hiſtory of Fraxce, for all 
the Wars that are to be be deſcribed, with- 
out ſhewing the orders of the Kingdom , 

ene 
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the difference of Religiony/'and the. Liber 
ties of the Gallicaz Church. 

It would be-ridiculous'to undertake to 
write that of England, without kno 
the Aﬀairs of the Parliament, and' being 
well inſtratted in the different Religions | 
of this Kingdom, - 

Ic would nor be leſs to attempt that of 
Spain, without knowing exaAly the veari- 
ous forms of irs Counſels, and w_— ſte- 
ry of its Inquiſition, as wellas ths Kerer 
of 4 its Foreign Intereſts, and the: monves; 
and ſucceſſes of its Wars, '' 

But in truth, theſe diverfities of Laws; 
Religion, Politicks, and War, ought t9bs 
ingeniouſly mingled, and very di{creet 
managed : For 'a- Man, that ſhould afle 
to ſpeak often of the Conftiturion' and 
Luo, of '2 State, would rather favour of 
the Legiſlatout or part bel than the Hifto- 
rian. To treat of each' point of Religion 
with a meditated curioſity , would be r0 
make LeQures of Divinity 3 and one ſhould 
ſuffer him -with pain in the Hifte of Fa- 
ther Pas/, if 0tie did not pardon the 'tedi- 
ouſneſs of ora ny, the 
Podors, by the nec s Sabje®t 

Although the Deering of Wars ſeem 


ro 
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to.hold' the firſt place in Hiſtory, tis to 
appear a. fort of [a troubleſome Romancer, 
to heap upaccidents-upon accidents, with- 
out any diyerfity of matter, | *tis to find 
the means in true Subjetts of imitating the 
- manner'of the Old'Romance-makers;, in 
their falſe Combats, and fabulous Adven- 
Cures. . - | 
The Latin Hiſtorians have known how 
to-mingle '2dmirably the divers pieces of 
Knowledge; thatT have treated of : ſo the 
Hiſtory pf the Rowns ought to have ſome 
reſemblance with their Lives; which were 
_ divided in the Uifferent' Offices 'of ſeveral 
Profeſſions. Indeed, there has hardly been 
any. Great Perſons at' Rome, bur have paſled 
through the Dignities of the Prieſthood , 
have belonged to-the Senate, and taken 
from thence 'to Command Armys. Now 
A Cage every- Profeſſion takes up a man 
wholly : The greateſt Vertue of the Cler- 

gy, is to apply themſelves intirely to Ec- 
clefiaftical affairs; and thoſe whole ambi- 
tion: xe them to the management 
of Buſineſs, have gone through a thou- 
fad reproaches for having corrupted the 
Sanfricy of Life' they were deſtihed to, 
The Lawyers are inde ridiculous, ſo ſoon 
/ Oil ; az 


e 
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as they go out of their Profeſſion; anda 
Souldier 1s for the moſt:-part aſbamed, to 
know any thing beyond his Art. | +, 
Iris certain-notwithſtanding , that the 
divers applications of the Ancients, form- 
ed a capacity much' more extenſive, the 
lame perſons underſtanding how to _ 
well the forces of the Republick, and to 
containthe People by. theReyerence of Re- 
ligion,. and by the Authority of the Laws: 
It was a great advantage: to the 'Magi- 
ſtrates to' be Maſters of: the ſtrongeſt im- 
preſsions;-which ar&rhade upon the: Spi- 
Tits, and to ſciſe ;on. all 'the Sentiments, 
whereby - they are diſpoſed! to. the' being 
traQable,/' or conſtrained to. Obedience. It 
was not a leſs benefit; to Generals to be 
iaſtruged in the Secrets of their Religion, 1 
to be able to inſpire. their own Notions, 
and to make them--received. with: the 
ſame reſpeCt, as if they; had been truly In- 
ſpired: by.the Gods; - 10 have the Art of 
turning all things into.Preſages of goad or 
ill Fortune, aud: to knoty ſeaſonably; how 
ro fill the Souldiers: with Confidence or 
Fear. But there returned yet another ad- 
vantage to' the Republick;z; to wit , that 
the Magiſtrates made. themſelves entirely 
| ' known ; 


- the Frend Hiſtorians. - 157 


Known; for ixwas impoſſble.that i in theſe 
different Ft: ung ithe moſt —-_ nas 
ture-ſhould equally:\conceal it ſeHf through- 
out;,.a0d ths hok ood or 1ll Qualities 
ſhould not beat] diſcerned:-Qne diſ- 
covered: in theſe: limited Genius's, ' whom 
== Peaccable ror 
tand emper, wil 
20 the:Mimiſtry of Re- 
ctimes conſtancy -_ 
e Laws1n Vigour. 
tor: conldinot: be cor. 


* Tg 


) png a a complea pleat Verwethr 
wh ht render the Citizens rape 
the Public ' in all'things, -but-oftentimes 


alſo.a capacity not ſo large, made Mentg 
be. employed to cerfain uſes; for which 
_ they; were but juſt fit. . - 
is-this 'which-hath beet Go in the 
Eoalulſhip of Cicera;and Antonisr, where 
the firſt had.orders to watch for the ſafety 
o the eu according 40: _ Talent 
the 
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the other. was ſent |to; I with 
Perreiasz\eo-Fight wi thoſe ofCatihine, 
If one 'tnakes refleftion upon what: 1 
have ſaid j/ione will obv'be' it atgcd 60 
find excellent: Hiſtorians At = 
ple, whete'thoſe oy 1 Hi 
moſt frequently very:ounſiderable andarnl rn 


10 whons was wancingr 
the Arr of Writing "web PER Og pl. 
an equal oonlden' a profound khowledge 
of the affairsof Religfctif Wary and Met: 
To affirmtlie Truth, *he Aricients' 169 a 
great Attuahtage over'vs iti nb GibeIhe 
Genius of:Men'by theſs-different ow 
where they: were '6bliazedts paſs i 
Adminiftrarion of: tht&5Com nadWileh3 
but they have nor- beets leſs; chirefll4f del 
ſcribing.edwm2well, \and whoſoover3wall 
examine:their|Chatathers" with (hette 
ctriofity -and; incelliganeey7 ſhalt diſcover 
therein eh cmwnboae is anda Avtdeep 
faid.  3bgm. (231%! ot 308. y 25963 & Ol! 
In effet you ſes: Fan ocherav ved 
oppoſite qualities , -whibh ne could{fot 
imagine29 find it) one'land/the ſime'pe Per- 
fon, an; avies; ſubolny: 'Y ou fee! ther 
find 4 difference intertain qualities; which 
appear 40 de abſolutelythe ſame?! and 


whiclr 
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which one _ difcovet' without a 

reat nicety of Judgment : /abdolms ; was 
Lp 9. enjoſie 4 mad yr wihog 
"There is another diverſity "hn the Chara- 
Qers of the Ancients, ths curious, and 
whichii is 'yct [kB known tous: 

There 4 4 certain differehce, where- 
why each Vice | 'of each Vertue i is mark] 


| For Exattipl le, the 
Sbjades hack! —_ ing fin- 


Thi 
426-3 Cato ered ri Titan of 
- the boldneſs: of ON is not the 
fame, as that of Anthony; the he ambition of 
E/-mk and ad ng of Ear have not! a perfe4 


"whence'it 'comes that 
thereby the Chara- 
Ire Men; fortn; that1 may 
| Tame time: bs Charadter 


= whar Was" the . 
ofi' and the OMe -or-the Moderati- 


ON 
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on and. Prudence , which they lad-:.; 
Salaſt deicribes Catiliue tp us,..a8 a ,pers 
ſon ot a Wicked Nature, and the wicked 
nels, of this, nature 1s; jnmediately expret- 
1d: Sea in enia malo, prawegue.'. ., 255 
© The kind gf bis Ambition i dillinguilhy 
ed by the ery jg his pork 
and the Irrogpla FIEpls | 
of the CharaQer of 
nations, 00. vaſt apd te el 
HE, Tae Mi #ncred, 


6A dings qpaipt 
uric to fix. 
merhitenrr 


$4 


my _ | | 
dang 


favour © 


.confidence I ap 19 

which the Gexpale 1 onſpiragy, $e- 
lift. preſently explains what the 15capable 
of doing,, by what: ſhe.h 6 before; 


 Qu2 multa [ape wirilis whtlgcia, {acinar s. aom- 
 miſerat. Bholg 19 rhe Ipec gd 


ies vf hex bangs 


| exprelſcd, 
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He makes her Dance. and Sing not with 
the Faſhions; Geſtures, and Morttons,which 
the Singing and Dancing Women at Rome 
uled, bur with more Art and Curioſity 
than wal yrs = an honeſt ears 
Pſallere are elegantins aan mereſſe [i 
arry When he dani her a Wit 
which you would value; he tells at the 
ſametime whereia it conſiſted, Czterimne 
ingenium ejus hand abſardums verſas faceve, 
fjocos movere, ſermone uti wel modeſty, vel 
molli, wel protaci. You will know in the 
Character of 5y/a, that his Nature agreed 
happily with his Deſigns. TheRepublick at 
that time being divided into two Fattions, 
thoſe that afpired tothe power had no grea- 
ter Intereſt than toacquireFfiends,and Sy/ta 
had nogreater pleafure tharito make them. 
Liberality is the beſt means to gain AF- 
fe&ions. Sxlle knew howropive al things. 
Among the things, - which' one gives, 
there's nothing-which etiſlaves Ment niore, 
ang aſlures {o mth their Services; as the 
Money, which they receive of us. In 
which the Liberahity of $y/4 was partict- 
larly exerciſed. Rerum omnium; pecutie 
maxine leraitor. Hewaslibersl of his own 
Nature, liberat of his Momey- out . of In- 
tercR, M His 
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His leiſure was Voluptuous;;: but it' had 
not been giving a fine Character of this 
Great Man, to have deſctibed. him with 
Senſuality or Lazineſs : which obliges Sa- 
luſt to mark-the CharaGter ofthe pleaſure 
of a Gentleman which yielded to Glory, 
by whom Afﬀairs are never. retarded, for 
fear oneſhould come to ſuſpeft him. of a 
{oftneſs, wherein for the moſt part :lan- 
guiſh the Efteminate. Yoluptatum. cupidus, 
plorte cupidior otio luxurioſo eſſe, tamen a 
negotits nunquam voluptas remorata. 
\. Hewas the happieſt Man of the World 
before the' Civil. War, but this happinefs 
was not the: pure effet of Chance ; and 
his Fortune, _ as--great as it was always, 
.Never was above Bis Induſtry. Atque ill; 
feliciſſimo omnium ante civilem vittoriam, 
nunquam ſuper induſftriam fot tuna fuit. 
_ When T acitss leaves us the deſcription 
of Petronius, he: marks the qualities he 
gives him, with theſe ſorts of diſtinCtions ; 
he makes him conſume his Wealth not as 
a profuſe Man in Debauchery, but as a de- 
licate Perſon, in a polite and curious 
Luxury, 
; The contempt of Death which he aſcribes 
tohim, hath nothing common with = 
: WINIC 
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Which the other Romaiis had ; [t is not the: 
conſtant gravity of Thraſeas, giving In» 
ſtruQiors to him that brought him the” or- 
der to Die; it is nottheforc'd conſtancy 
of Seneca, Who has occafion to encourage 
himſelf by; the remembrance of his own 
Preceprs and Diſcourſes ; it is not that af- 
fefted firmefs,' which Helvid/zs ſpurs him- 
felf on with 3-1t is not a reſolution form'd 
upon the Opinions of Philoſophers; it is 4 
ſoft and careleſs indifference,” which left ig 
his Soul no room for the fatal thoughts of 
Death ; it is a contihuarion of the ordinary 
courſe of his Life to the laſt moment. - But 
if the Ancients had ſo myth” curiouſneſs io 
tnarking theſe diſtinQtions, there isnot leſs 
Art in the ſtile of their CharaCters to tys 
our judgment to the knowledge of them. 

[I their Nartations they ehgage usts fol- 
low them by the infenlible bond of aa a- 
greeable and natural recital, They attrack 
our minds in their Orations, by the ear- 
neſtneſs of diſcourſe, fearing if our Spirits 
were not moved out of their place, they 
ſhould examine the litcle Fudgment, the 
1s 1n the amplifications of Eloquence, hd 
thould have the opportunity of or ng 
SONG 


ſecret oppoſitions to the being perſwa 
ad " 


— 
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Sometimes they bring in a Council Reas 
ſons upon Reaſons rodetermine Souls unre- 
ſolvedto the party, which they' ought to 
take. But in CharaQers where one ſhould 
diſcern Vices and Vertuyes, where one 
ſhould diſcover the differences which meet 
in one Nature, where oneſhould not only 
diſtioguiſh the different qualities, but the 
difterences whereby cach quality is marked, 
one ought not. t9.. make uſe of a ftile 
which engages us, or draws us in, nor of 
Argumeatsone upon another,which ſhould 
put ours in ys i10n. On the contrary 
one, ought to dilengage us from Ty thing 
that draws us 204g £3 every thing that im- 
poſes on us, fromeyery thing that enſlaves 
our underſtanding, to the end of leaving 
us with qur ſelves, is 2 full uſe of our own 
underſtanding, tied. notwithſtanding, as 
much as it is poffible for us, toevery term 
of a compendious ſtile, and a various con- 
ſtruction, for fear the mind ſhould come 
to diſper{s it ZIf in-too rambling conſide- 
rations. 

"By that. a Reader. is obliged. ta give, his 
yttnoſt attention to. divers, ſingularitie 
and'to examige- ſeparately cach feature af 
e Picture, 12 el 
ES | | Tis 
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-- ?Fisthusthe Ancients formed their Cha- 
ratters:| As for us, it fo be we were to 
deſcribe: 'z; Nature, - like that of Cariline, 
we ſhould be tronbled: to conceive in ons 
and the. ſame perſon, qualitees which ap- 
pear tobeie 

So much boldneſs with ſo great Artifioe, 
ſo muck fiercenc{sand fo. much; Policy; lo 
much Ardour>ia what he defired, with1o 
much FraudandDiffimalation.  -: 

; Thergare nice diferentes between qua 
lities, which ſeen ro be-the fame, which 
we havernuchado todifcover, ' © 

Thers'is fonmietirhes 4 anixture of Vice 
and: Vertue-in one-ſingſe ogfe-qur uality, which 
we.rieverrruely ſeparare.'! Icis calte: for us 
to know Vertnes, when they are pure and 
entire; and forthe moſt part we give pru- 
dence in Cdunlels, pro nefs 1 in Execu- 
tion, andvalourin'Burcel 

As forwhat'regards' good Mainers, Pie- 
ty towards God, Honeſty towards Meft, 
and Fidelity: +t@ his Bricas, and. to his 
Maſter. 

We make'the ſame uſo both of Defefts 
and. Vices; ' of Incapaci icy-in Aﬀaits, of . 
Cowardice againſt-Enemies, of Infidelity 
to his Friends, of Idleneſs, Avarice and In- 

M 3 gratitude : 
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gratitude :  But-where Nature:: hath nor 
pot a great purity: 1m Vertues,/where' ſhe 
as-lett ſome. mixture, of Vertuc amongſt 
Vices, we want ſometimes: a penetration 
to diſcover -what::lyes: concealed , ſome. 
times a cyriouſnelſs to diſ-ettanglc: what 15 
confuſed. 1141 27 2) ornblod dong | 
«| Theſe particular diſtinftions;>whichva: 
rionlly mark the qualities axcording, torhe 
Spirits, where; they; meetþrare: pet more 
obſcure to us, -»Thadiveriiip atYalour is 
unknown ta:us;z! wehaye but dnekToyrage 
for all the Valiant Menz: -one:Ambition! for 
2lthe Ambitious z and-tofpedethe. triith, 
on —_— —_— we | nn 
efgreat Delſert,, might agree taevery thing 
that has been givemtos the, GreavPortons of 
our Time. "I-31 EM THOKI 114191 DEG83 (1119 
-:If fo be we wereto:ſpeak of thoſe:Dakes: 
of Guiſe, whoſe ReputationisEtctnal, ,we 
ſhot11d- Entitte' them, Valiant, | Generous, 
Cn Liberal, Amþpitiousþ:Zealous! 
ror the Catholick -REligidnz3and. (declared; 
Enemies of the Proteſtant ; but the.quiali-! 
tics of the'one rod litele diſtinguiſhed from 
thoſe of the other;-would not ; form the: 
CharaCters as differcht' as. they ſhould- | 
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" Thoſe Vertyes, which Morality and gene- 
ral Diſcourſes repreſent tous tobe.the lame, 
take adifferent Air by the diflererice of the 
Humour and. Genius of the Perſons thay 
07 goyanta arp 5 jew 
We judge well that the Conſtable, and 
the Admiral have been capable of ſuſtain; 
ing' the Burthen of the moſt important 
Afﬀairs ; buthe difference of rheir capa- 
city 15 not ſufficiently marked jn- our Au- 
"The Courage of the Mareſchal de' Char 
tillos was a flow and negligent ſtoutnels, 
That of the Mareſchal de 1a Meilleraye hat 
a Fervency very proper to prels a Siege, 
and a Paſſid” Which diſordered. him un 
FRF. Tate 0 
'" The Valour of the Marechal de Ranzasy 
was admirable for great Aﬀtions ; it. could 
favea Province, it could preſervean Army ; 
But one would have ſaid that it eſteem 
common dangers below. it felf, to have 
ſeen it ſocarelefs in little and frequent. oc- 
caſions, where common Parts could have 
done the Buſineſs. * wht od; | 
. That of the” Merechal d2 Gaſſion, more 
hvely and aftive, might have been uſeful 
at all moments; there was not a day, 
M 4 ' whierein 
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wherein j it gay 'E (NEO Traops ſome ad- 
vantage Oe F54 1s 4% that 
ir Was leſs fr free: at sf ht of ſomething 
th 'n was KE\gHr Y, is Fama who 
had bing ty FN ORE alling upon Par- 
ng ſo brigk 3 ja charging the Rear of an Ar- 

fear'd in TOTP þ PR ment, | being 
cupied of Eyents, 
when! it N de Lk aryto aft than-to 


[t 

y Sai we m_ _ An 
ities, - without . having r to what 
For vis chettin, Tametines Wwe 
ive too muchto DATA and don't con- 
der enough the dep : If __ 

{Es O 0 1eur fe Urenge, 
ts an ctired into himſelf, full of bis 
Pro ojeBs, 2 nd his Conduct, have 262 him 
bk or OF of areh ſolute and Me: 

bo BaVg tel wit 2s mprb caline 
a9 Kriſh, 


_ on i Do dev THEE 
fural neat, Q Prince. of 
C4 doit RE APEX ous in; Bat- 
Re, thay Was Ae an f more 
Nike any on in the 'orld 1n te hear 
of Attion, Fle, that bad i ipore preſence of 
Mind at Lens, Fribourg, Norlingue, a: 
Senef, than be would have had perhope tn 
ter 


his Cloſer. 
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After ſo long aNilcourſe upon the know- 
ledge of Meo, I will affirm hae: our Hiſſos 
rians don't give us enough of it, for wapt 
of fepooarey or Judgmeat-to know them 
well, | So 
They imagined that an.exatt recital: of 
Events ſufficedto.inſtrubk us, withont con« 
{idexing that Aﬀairs are done by Meng 
whom Paſſien oftner tranſports, than Pa': 
licy conduQs them, For] 4 
rudence governs the Wiſe; but there 
1s but a few gf them, andthe moſt Wiſe 
ar. not ſo at all times : ,Paſſionagitates al» 
moſt the whole World,-and--almoſt -al+ 
ways. | a4 
Jn States, where the Maxims of true In- 
terelt ought-tq be better followed, one fees 
the greateſt part-of things ated by a Spi 
rit of Fattion, and all FaQtions are pathos 
nate; Paſſion is found every where, the 
dg the þcft Perſons. is. not exempt 
J 


1C, 2% "BY 
The Animoſity of Cato againſt Ce/ar, the 
Fury of Cicero againſt Anthony have not 
been leſs ſerviceable tothe Ruinef Liberty, 
than the Ambiion of thoſe, who have 
Eſtabliſhed Tyranny, 


Thg 


| _ # 
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-The Oppoſition of two Great Men,equal- 
Iy; but tly Zealous for the good of 
Hollend, have been very near deſtroying of 
;- avhen ithid/no more to fear from the 
Spaniards. 

1 Prince Maurice would have it powerful 
abroad;;' Bezheveld' would have it free at 
home. Thefrft put it-1n'a condition to 
ſupport: it &f-'afainſt a King of Spain: 
The ſecond ſought to aſſtre it againſt a 
Princcof Ozange. oH13 24 

©:Te/ coft | Bernoveld his Lite, and that 
which frequently enough * happens, ' one 
fiw the:Partiſfans.of Liberty even Ruitied 
by the People. . 

-:1] paſs from Obſervations upon Hiſtory, 
w-RefleQtions upon Politicks: Perhaps? 
may be' pardoned: for it; whatever hap? 
Penis, I thallfatisfie my ſelf. 

-[In.the beginnings of a 'Republick; the 
love of Liberty 15*the chief -Vertue of the 
Citizens, and the Jealouſie which it in- 
m_ eſtabliſhes the principal Policy of 

tate, - '4 

"As weary 'as Men are of the cronblas 
perplexities anddangers, which they muſt 
endure to live always Independent, - they 
_ any Ambitious Man, that pleaſes 
them, 


1 
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them; and fall eaſily from' a troubleſome 
Liberty, to an agreeable Subjettian- 

I remember that I have often faid 1a 
Hollnd, and even to the Penſioner, that 
Men. were miltaken-1 in rhe tg the 
Hollanders, © © 

-. One's perſigaded;: that. the Hollawders 
Jove Liberty; ahd they 'only hate Oppref. 
ſion. There is with them mbre roughneſs 
in'the: Mind, \chan fierceneſs:in-the Soul, 

and..the berceneſs of the Soul raakes the 
true-Republicans;'i\One would:be appre- 
benſive there' of a'Covetous Prifice,- capa- 

ble of taking away:their Eftatesg a Vao- 
lent Prince, \that mighr be outragious: to 
them; But they? agree to'the/Quality of 
Prabceiwith Plealare:r 1) 108 ,o; 

:»JFfobe they love the R ublick, tis fr 
the Intereſt -' their: ar pron 
nog a atisfattion, they bare in' wn hr 

ree. 

-- The Magiſtrates love tobe findejiradene, 
to. govern 'thoſe: that depend'va- [them : 
The People. would; more eafily/acknow- 
ledge the Authority of the: ÞPritce, than 
that of the Magiſtrates, 1191: 

' "When a Pranct of Oraxgrhad idefign to 
firpriz Amfterdags, all declared for. the 


Burgo- 
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Bargo-Meſter s, but that was more through 
- hatred of Violence, than a love ob Li 

fty. -. 
. When another oppoſed a Peace, Ker 
a long War, there was a Peace made in 
= of him : But it was done through! a 

nſe 6fthepreſent miſety 3. and the natu- 
ral conſideration, which they had for him, 
is but ſuſpended, not deſtroy ed. 
, Theleextraordi Aroaks being paſſed 
over, they bevura tothe [Prince of Orange. 
The Republicans are diſpkeaſed to fee the 

people, take. 'bp their -firtt Aﬀections, and 
they apprehend a Dominion, without da- 
ringto appear jealous'of Liberty. - - ./+ 

Whew the' Prince of: Oraape had neither 
Charge, nor Governmentz- when fie had 
no'Credit but by: his Name} the Penfiober 
and Monficur de Nordimis were the: only 
Perſons, that durſt boldly:-pronounce':the 
word Republick at the Hague. 

The Family of 0revze: had other. Ene: 
ſrokepl Stites ith ne 

with Exprefſ10ns, 

which, did: not explain; the-Caoſtzrution of 
the Government. 5 

Holland: (lays Grotrus y. 1$:2 Repuiblick 
made by:ichance, which: maintains it _=— 

Y 
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| *ythe fearthey conceive of the Spaniards, 
Reſpublics caſu faFa, quans metus Hiſpano- 
rum continet. 
The Apprehenſion, which the Frexch 

now-a-days give them, produceth rhe ſame 

effect ; and the neceſſity of a good Intel- 
ligence unites the Prince to the States, and 

the States to the Prince, 
1 But to judge of things by themſelves, 
Hollazd is neither free, nor ſubje&t. *Tis 
a Government made up of pieces very 
ſlightly faſtned, where the Power of the 
Prince, and the- Liberty of the Citizens 
have an equal neceſſity for Stratagerns to 
preſerve it. 

Let us come now to: what regards the 
Courts,, and make Refleftion upon the 
EffeQts that Paſſions ocealion there. 

In what Court have not the Women had 
Credit, and in what Iotrigues are not they 
concerned:? 

What hath not the Princeſs of Eboly done 
| under Philip the Second, as Pruxent and 

Politick.as he was? | 

And the Counteſs of Carl:fte, from the 
moſt inward'pazt'of Whitehall, did: not the 
animate all the; Factions of Weſtmin- 
ſter ? | | 

Tis 
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. *Tis'a Conſolation forosto find oft TH” 
firmities inchoſe, that have the Authority 
to govern us ; and a greatdelight to thoſe, 
that are diſtinguiſhed by Power , to* be 
made, like us, for Pleaſures. On 
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REFLECTIONS 
uPON THE | 
FRENCH Tranſlators. 


HE Works of our Tranſlators ate ge- 

& - nerally eſteemed throughout the 
World. *Tis not the very exact fidelity; 
that recommends our Ablancour : But 'one 
muſt admire the agreeable force of his Ex- 
preflion, where there is neither harſhneſs; 
noroblcurity. You will find therein not 
a term tobe defared for the purity of Senſe, 
nothing to be rejected, nothing of ſuper- 
fluty, nothing that's diſpleating to us. 
Every word is there meaſured for the ex- 
aQneſs = {pms without the' ſtile*s ap- 
pearing leſs natural ; and yet a Syllable 
$: | mors 


'which rules his own ; for ſo-ſoon as here- 
turns from-their Genius to his own, as in 


an admirable Author, whilſt he 1sanima- 


'of the Humour of a Perſon of Quality, 
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more or leſs would ruin, I know, any Har- 
mony, which 1s'as agreeable ro the Ear, 
as that of Verſe. But, in 'my'Opinion, 


he holds the Obligation of theſe advan 
rages to the diſcourſe of the + Ancients, 


his Prefaces and Letters, he loſeth the beſt 
part of all theſe Beauties : And he who 15 


ted with the Spirit of the Greeks and La- 
tins, becomes but a moderate Writer 
when he is not ſupported, but by himſelf 
'Tis that which happens with the greateſt 
part of our Tranſlators ; whereof they ap- 
pear to ine to be convinced, to be firſt fen- 
ſible of their own Barrenneſs, And in- 
deed he that places his Merit in improving 
the Thoughts of others, is not very con- 
fident of being capable to recommend him- 
ſelf by his own : But the Publick is infinne- 
ly obliged to him for the labour he under- 
goes to bring forth Forreign Riches, where 
the natural ones don't ſuffice: I am nor 


whom I know to be a declared Enemy to 
all Tranſlations. He is a Learned In- 
genious Sparierd, who cannot ſuffer that 
en | | things 
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things ſhould be rendred apprehenſive to 
Idle Perſons, which he has learned amongſt 
the Ancients with pains. . As for me, be- 
ſides that I improve ina thouſand places by 
the Laborious Enquiries of Tran(lators, 1 
love: that the knowledge of Antiquity 
ſhould become. more general, and I am 
pleaſed in ſeeing his Authors admired by 
thoſe very Perſons, that would have trea- 
ted us as Pedants, if ſo be we had named 
them, when they did not underſtand them. 
Tt mix then my knowledge with that of the 
Publick, but1 don't give my eſteem, and 
can be very liberal of my praiſes for Tran- 
Nation, when I ſhall be very covetous of 
them for the Genius of its Author. I can 
much eſteem the Verſions of Ablancour, 
Vaugelas, Durier, and many others, with- 
out. having much value for their Spirits ; 
if they have not appeared by thole Works 
that proceed from themſelves. 

We have the Verſions of two Latin 
Poems in French Verſe, which deſerve to 
be as much conſidered for their Beauty, 
as for the difficulty of rhe Enterprize. That 
of Brebeaf has been generally efteemed, 
and I am not fo cenforious, or fo ſevere, 
as to oppole my 1&lf ro fo favourable an 

= approbation., 
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Approbationy - I will obſerve, notwiths 
ſtanding, - that he hath ſhot forth the heat 
of Lact th our Language, turther than ir 
goes in his own ; aid. that by theattempt 
which he hath made, to equal che warmth 
of this Poem, he hath-fired himfelf, if one 


may ſpeak ſo, meh more. Behold, what | 


happeiis to Breb-#uf often enough, but he 
telaxetl ſometimes ; and when Lacay hap- 
pily meets with the true beauty of. a 
Thought, the Franfhatar remains much 
below him, as if he had a mind to appear 
ealic'and natural, when he might be per- 
mitted xo employ all his Force. | 

You will remark a hundred times the 
truth of my firſt Obſervation, and the fe- 
cond will not appear to you leſs juſt in ſome 
places; for example, to render YiiFrix cau- 
fa Diis plaowit, ſed vitta Catoni, 

Brebuzf has only ſaid, the Gods ſerve 
C2/ar, and Cato follows Pompey. 

'Tis a low Expreffiot, which-doth not 
anſwer to the Noblenefs of the Z ative 5 be- 
fides, rhat it is not well aſing the Senſe of 
the Author: for Lxcan, who hath & Spirit 
fall of the Yerrue of Caro; would raiſe hire 
above the Gods, in the oppoſition: of Opi- 
nions, apon-the merit of the Cauſe; and 
Brebauf turns a noble Image of Cato raiſed 

| N above 
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' abovethe Gods, into that of Cato ſubjeted 


to Pompey. 

As for Segrais, he remains throughout 
much below Virgil, which he eaſily ac- 
knowledges himſelf; for it would be ve 
extraordinary, to be able to render a Tran\- 
lation equal to ſo excellent an Original : 
Moreover, one of the greateſt advantages 
of the Poet conſiſts in the Beauty of the 
Expreſſion, which ir is impoſſible toequal 
in our Language, fince it could never be 
done 1n his own. 

Segrais ought to be contented with ha. 
ving found the Genius of Y:rg:l, better 
than any of our Authors; and whatſoever 
Graces the Ayeids have loſt-in his hands, I 
durſt pronounce, that he, by far ſurpaſſes 
all thoſe Poems, that our French-men have 


Publiſhed with more Confidence than Suc- 


cels. 
The great Application of Segrais, to 
know the Genius of the Poet, appears in his 
Preface, as well as in the Tranſlation, and 
it ſeems to me, that he has ſucceeded well, 
as to the whole, except the CharaGQters. In 
that I cannot be of his Opinion, and he 
will pardon me, if, for having been dil- 
pleas'd a thouſand times with his Heroe, 1 
do not loſe the occaſion of ſpeaking bers, 
0 
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of the little merit of the good Afneas- 

Although Conquerors are uſually more 
careful in making their Orders executed up- 
on Earth, than in obſerving Religiouſly, 


thoſe of Heaven ; as Italy was promiſed - 


to this Trojan by the Gods, *tis with Rea- 
ſon; that YV:rgil has given himi a great Com- 
pliance to their Wills ; but when he de- 
{crtbes him tous ſodevout, he ought to at- 
tribuce to him a Devotion full of Cooft- 
dence, which agrees with rhe Conſtitution, 
of Heroes; nota ſcrupulous Sentiment of 
Religion, which never ſubfiſts with a true 
YE > Py 7 
A General, that has a good Faith in lis 
Gods; ought to augment the greatnefs of 
his Courage, by the hopes of their Afſ- 
ſiſtance : His Condition wete nnhappy, if 
he could not believe in them, but with a 
Superſtition, which would take away the 
natural uſe of his Underſtanding, and his 
Heart. *Fis this that happened to poor 
Nicias, who loft the Army of the Arheni- 
ans, and himſelf roo, by a credulons, and 
fuperſtitrous Opinion of the Anger of the 
Gods. Iris notſo with the Great Alexar- 
der, he believes himfelf to be the Son of 
Jupiter, to undertake things very extraor- 
dinary. Scipio, who feigns, or thinks to 
N 2 have 
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have a commerce with rhe Gods, draws an 
advantage from:. thence, to recover hi; 
Common-wealth, and to pull down that 
of the Carthaginians. Ought then the Son 
of Vers, aſlured by Jupiter, _ of his Pro- 
ſperity, and future Glory, to have Picty 
enly to fear Danger, and to diſtruſt the 
Succeſs of every Undertaking ? Segrazs 
hereupon defends a Cauſe, which is 
troubleſome to him, and has. ſo much af- 
feftion for his Heroe, that: re prefers ra- 
ther not to expreſs the Senfe of Yirge in all 
5 extent, than to diſcover purely, the 
ſhameful Fears of poor Anas. 


Extemplo Ainee foluuntur frigore membra, 

Ingemit, & duplices tendeas ad ſydera palmas, 

Talia voce refert ; 6 terque, quaterque beati, 

Queis ante ora patrum 1 roje ſubmenibus altis 
Cont :21t oppetere. 


I acknowledge, that- theſe ſorts of Set- 
zures happen to vs in ſpite of our ſelves, by 
a defect of Conſtitution : but ſince YVirg/ 
had the liberty of framing that of Axes 
according to his Fancy, IT admire that he 
ihould give him- one ſuſceptible of theſe 
Frights. Philoſophers take a Pride in the 
_ Gefects of Tempers, whenthey know how 

| | r0 
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to corrett them by Wiſdom; And Sperates 
calily confeſſes thoſe evil Inclinations, 
which Philoſophy had made him overcome. 
But Nature ought to beall noble in Heroes; 
and if by a nece{ſity of Humane Condition, 
it muſt offend in ſomething, their Reaſon 
is employed in moderating Tranfports, nor 
in ſurmounring Infirmittes, even . many 
times -their.'1mpulſes have ſomething -of 
Divine,which is above Reaſon ; that which 
is called Irregularity in others, 1s in t'1em 
but a {ull Liberty, where'their Souls dif- 
play themſelves in their utmoſt Extent ; 
one makes of their Impetuoſity, that He- 
roick Vertue, which tranſports our Admt- 
ration, without our Judgments being con. 
cerned int. | 
But mean Paſſions diſhonour them ,. and 
if ſo be, Friendſhip exaCtsfrom them, lome- 
times Fears and Afflictions, (like thole'of 
Achilles for Patroclus, and Alexander for 
Hepheſtion, ) it 1s not permitted them in 
their own Dangers, and their particular 
Misfortunes, neither to ſhew the ſame Fear, 
nor to diſcover the ſame Complaints,  - But 
AEneas knew how to Fear, and lament up: 
on every thing that concerned himſelf. Ik 
15 true, that he doth the ſame thing tor his 
Friends ; but one ought to attribute it leſs 
N33 to 
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toa noble and generous Paſſipn,than to an 
inexhauſtible fource of Apprehenſions and 
Tears, which furniſh'd him naturally there: 
with, both for himſelf, and others: 


Extemplo Anee ſolvantar frigore menbra, 
Ingemit, & duplices tendens ad ſydera palmas, 
Seized as he is with this Coldneſs through 
all his Members, the firſt argumepr of Lit. 
which he gives, is to groan ; then he ex; 
tends his hands to Heaven, and in all ap. 
pearance would implore its Succour, if is 
be the State, wherein 1s the = Heroe, 
would afford him the ftrength to elevare 
his Spirit to the Gods, and to haye ſome at- 
tention to Prayer. His Soul, which could 
not apply it ſelf to any thing, abandons it 
_ ſelf to Lamentations; and like to thoſe de- 
folate Widows, who defiretq be dead with 
their Husbands, fay they, upon the firſt 
trouble they meet with, 7 he poor Aneas be- 
wails, in that he did not periſh before Troy, 
with HeQtor, and efteems them wery happy, 
who left their Bones in the Boſoms of ſo ſweet, 
and fo dear a Country. Another will believe, 
that *cis toenvy their Happinefs ; Iam per- 
| Twaded, that it is for fear of the Danger 
that threatens him, | x 
| FA You 
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You will obſerve ſtill, that all theſe La- 
mentations begin almoſt as ſoon as the 
Tempeſt. 

The Winds blow impetuouſly, the Air 
is darkned, it Thunders, it Lightens, the 
Waves grow larger and more furious ; be- 
hold what happens in all Tempeſts. Yet 
\ there is neither Maſt broken, nor Sails torn 
to pieces, no Oars daſh'd in two, nor Rud- 
der loſt, no Leak made, whereby the Wa- 
ter might enter into the Ship ; this 15 the 
time when x6 ought to' be AﬀMicted : For 
there are a thouland.young Lads in Erg-+ 
land, and as many Women1n Hollayd, who 
would hardly beamazed, where the Heroe 
ſhews his Deſpair. 


I find one ar remarkable in the Ancids, 
it is, That the Gods abandon wholly to M- 
neas, all the ſubject Matters of Lamenta- 
tion. Let him ſpeak of the DeftruCtion of 
Troy as pitifully as he will, they won't in- 
terfere to rhoderare his Tears: but as ſoon 
as there's 4 great Reſolution to take, or an * 
Execution difficult to perform, they don't... 
truſt to his Capacity, nor to his Courage, 
and they do eyen at all times what other- 
wiſe great Men have been uſed to unders« 


take, and execute themſelves, 


N 4 
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I know how muck-the intervention ofthe 
Gods is neceſſary to an Epick Poem ; bur 
- that doth nor hinder, that one ought to 
AG: moe. Hyags to the Valour of the 
eroe.; for if the Heroe is too. confident, 
who.1n contempt of the Gods,' will found 
allupon himſe}t.; the God is tao favourable, 
who, to perform-all, quite takes off from 
the Merit of the Heroe. "RS 
_.-No body better underſtqod, this delicatg 
management of the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, 
and the Courage of great, Men, .than Lon- 
ginus. Ajax, lays he bnding, himſelf in 
a Battel, in a horrible dark Night, doth 
not. ask  upiter to fave him from, the; dan; 
ger he'was in ; that had been unworthy 
of him. He doth: notask of Hm a fi {cab 
tural. St h 40. overcome with Securiz 
ty, then bg ſhould have tao little a ſhate in 
5. Vitor .; He only begs for Light, that 
he might. be. able tq diſcern bis Enemies, 
and: ro exerciſe againſt them his pwn pro- 
. per Valour, Da lucers ut videag, © 
The greateſt fault. of the Phar/alia is, 
That it 1s proper] 7 but a Hiſtory in Verſ; 
where illuſtrious Vie perk, rm. almoſt il 
things by Methods purely umane. Pe: 
 trontus blames him for it with Reaſon, and 
remarks judiciouſly, That per ambages De- 
- 071mque 


. 
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orange miniſterjugn, &. fabulg/um. ſeutex” 
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im not to be wanting in the, Offices of a 
pious,.tender, andcompaſſionate Soul. He 
carries his Father on. his Shoulders, he con- 
jugally. laments, bis dear Creuſa.; he cauſes 
his Nurſe to be Enterred, and makes a Fus 
peral. Pile for his PyJat, in ſhedding a thou- 
_ af puter ig 
This wasa poor Heroe in Pagaviſm; rhat 
might be a on Saint Rath. the Chrifti- 
ans, Very proper to aftord us Miracles, and 
a more worthy Founder of an Order, than 
a State, | 
To conlider him through the Sentiments 
of Religion, I can reverence his SanCtity,, 
If ſo be I would judge of him by thoſe of 
| Glory, I ſhould not ſuffer a Conquerour, 
that furniſheth himſelf with nothing bur 
Tears 1a Misfortynes, and Fears at all Dan- 
gers that happen, I cannot ſuffer that he 
{ſhould be readred Maſter of ſo delicious a 
Country, 
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Country, as 1:«/y, with Qualities that as: 
greed better to loſe his own, than to ſub- 
due that of another. 

Virgil, inmy Opinion, wasundoubted- - 
Any Pun He dotly not make the de- 
folate Trojans complain of ſa many misfor- 
tunes, but by a ſecret Taclination he found 
in himſelf to be compaſſionate. If he had 
not been of that conſtitution, he would not 
 havegiven to the good Zxeas {o great an 
Aﬀection for his dear Countrey ; for He- 
roes eaſily part with the remembrance of 
their Countrey in Natfons, where they 
ought to perform great matters, Their 
Souls quite turn'd to Glory, preferye ng 
© Sentiment for thoſe trifling Delights. 

- The Trojays then ſhould have been leſs 
afflicted for their Miſery : Warlike Men 
chat would excite our pity for their Misfor- 
tunes, inſpire nothing but contempt for 
their, weakneſs, Bur Axes particularly 
ought to have been taken up with his grear 
defign, and to have turned his Thoughts 


from what he had ſuijered, upon the Eſta- 


bliſhment he was going to make : He, that 
wear to found the greatneſs and vertue of 
the Romans, ought to have an Elevation, 
and a Magnanimity worthy of them, 

In other things, Segrax could not give 
too 
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roo many commendations of the Areas, 
and perhaps I am pleas'd with the fourth - 
and (lixch Books, more than he js himſelf 
with the Characters, Iacknowledge thar 
they don'c affeft- me, and I find thoſe of 
Homer as enlivening, as thoſe of irgil are 
. Hatand infipid. | 
Indeed, there is ne Soul, which is not 
elevated by the impreſſion, that the Cha- 
racter of Achilles makes upon it, 

There is none, to whom the 1mpetuous 
Courage of Ajax doth not give ſome mo- 
tion of impatience. There 15 none bur 1s 
animated, and exCited by the Valour of 
Diomedes. | | | 

There is no perſon, in whom the Rank 
and gravity of Agamemnon doth not im- 
print ſome reſpe&; who hath nat a vene- 
ration for the long Experience and'Wifdom 
of Neſtor; in whom the adviſed induſtry 
of the Subtle and [ngenious Ulyſſes doth not 
raiſe the Imagination. The Unfortunate 
Valour of Hee&or makes him lamented by 
the whole World; the miſerable conditL 
on of old King Priam touches the moſt ob- 
durate Soul ; andalthough Beauty hathas 
it were a ſecret priviledge of reconciling 
the AﬀeQtions to it, that of Paris and Hele. 
24 attracts nothing but indignation, when 

| | one 


188 .Some Obſervations upon 
one conſiders the Blood ſhe caus'd-to-be 
fpilt, and the fatal Misfortunes ſhe. wes 
the occaſion of, = ws 6 
Of whatſoever manner it is, all. Ani: 
mates in Homer, all is AﬀeCtting ; but. aq 
Virgl, who, is-not tired with the good 4: 
eas, and his: dear Achates ? If you except 
Niſus, and Euryalus, who, indeed, inte- 
reisyau-10. all their Adventures, -you wall . 
of neceflity languiſh with all the rett ; with 
an lliontus, a8ergeſtes Mneſtheus, Cloantes, 
Gzas, and the reſt of thoſe ordinary Men, 
that accompany an- indifferent Leader, 
Judge by that, how much we ought. to ad- 
mire the Poetry of Virgil, ſince 1n ſpite of 
the Courage of the Heroes of Homer, and 
the little merit of his own, he is, it may 
be preferable to him, or afluredly, is nox 
his Inferjour, 
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Some Obſervations 
MP ON" IHR... _- 
Taft and Judgment of the French. 
/ A Lthough the ordinary Genius of the 
| French appears .indifterent enough, 


it is certain, that thoſe, who diſtinguiſh 
tngm+ 
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themſelves amongſt us, are capable of pro- 
ducing the fineſt things: But when they 
know how to compole them, we areat a 
loſs how to efteem-them ; and if ſo be, we 
have rendred Juſtice to ſome excellent 
Work, our Diſtaſt, or our Levity, doth 
not. ſuffer it long to enjoy the Reputation, 
we have given it, | 

I'don*'t much wonder, that a good Senſe 
of things 1s not found in places where Bar- 
barity Reigns, and that there is no Judg- 
ment, Where Letters, Arts, and Difct- 
plines are loſt ; 1t would be ridiculous too, 
to ſearch for fo exquiſite a Light in certain 
times of Weakneſs - and Ignorance : but 
that which is ſurpriſing, is, to ſee in a 
moſt Polite Court, a good and evil Senſe, 
a true -and falſe Genius ſucceed turn by 
turn A-la-mode, like Habits. 

I have ſeen conſiderable Men ſometimes 
paſs for the Ornaments of the Court, and 
immediately held ridiculous; to be liked 
again, then fall into Contempt, without 
any alteration, either in their Perſons, or 
their Condutt. 

A Man retires with the Applauſe of the 
whole World, who, the. next day finds 
himſelf the Subject of Raillery, without 
knowing what might become of the Opim- 
STA 1 on 
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on which was had of his Merit. The rea» . 
{on of it1s, That one rarely Judges of Men 
by ſolid Advantages, which is an Argu- 
ment. of good Senſe ; but by Meafures; 
whoſe Applauſe finiſheth, as ſoon as the 
Fancy, which produced them. The works 
of Authors are ſubject to the ſame inequa- 
__y of our Judgment. When was young, 
T heophile was admired, 1a ſpite of his Ir- 
regularities, and Negligence, which elca- 
ed through the little Curiolity of the 
Oourtiors of that time. I have ſeen. him 
ſince Cried down by all the Verſifhers, with- 
out any reſpeCt to his fine Imaginatton, an 
the happy Graces of his Genius _ 

I have ſeen ths Poetry of Malherbe 
thought admirable in the Turn, ExaQuneſs, 
and Expreſſion. Matherte a little after was 
negleed, as the laſt of Poets, Fancy ha- 
ving turned the French to Riddles, Bur 
leſque, .and unfiniſhed Verſes. | 

E have ſeen all the World exclaint a. 
gainſt the Pacelle of Chapellain. 

I have ſeen our Judgments returned ſrom 
an Error of Surpriſe, to fail. 

I have ſeen then a Conſpiracy, whiett 
was made to render it ridiculous, without 
diſtinguiſhing what it might have of- Good, 
from what had of Bad, | 


= 


I havs 
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{ have ſeen Corneille loſe his Reputation, 
if it were poſſible for him to loſe ut, at the 
| repreſentation of one of his beſt pieces. 

[ have ſeen the two beſt Comedians of the 
World expoſed to all. our Railleries ; and 
the influence of this falſe Spirit being pal 
ſed, they made themſelves admired, as be- 
fore, through a happy return of our good 
Senſe. | | 

The Airs of Boiſſet, which heretofore {o 
juſtly .charmed all the Court, were ſoon 
(fi for little Songs; and Luigi, the: firſh 
Man of the Univetle in bis Art, muſt come 
from 1ts/yto admire them, to make us re. 
pent of this abandoning, and togiveupto 
them again the Reputation, which a mecr 
Fancy had taken from them. | 

If ſo be you ask the Reaſon of it, I will 
tell you, that Induſtry in France holds the 
place of the greateſt Merit, and that the 
Art of making kimſelf eſteemed, . oftner , 
givesa Reputation, than the thing it felf. 

As good Judges are as rare as good Au- | 
thors ; as it is as difficult to find the Jadg- 
ment in one, asthe Genius in the t'other ; 
every one. aiming to-give a Reputation to 
that which pleaſes hum, it happens, that 
the Multitude values that which is agree- 
able to their ill Judgment, or at moſt, to 
their moderate Underftanding. , Add, 
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92 me Ubjervat ns upon the 
Add, Tharthe novelty thereof is a tetnp- 
tation to us, from which our Minds' can- 
not eaftly defend themſelves. The Merit - 
which we'are accuſtytned to, forms with 
time an envious Habir,/ and the defefts are 
capable of {urprifing us agreeably, in whar 

oo ORR CT 1 

The moſt valuablethings, which have 
long appeared amongſt us, make no more 
Impreſfions, as good ; they bring a diſ- 
taft, as old. Thoſe on the other fide, 
which deſerve no Efteem, -are leſs rejected 
as deſpicable, than foughr after, as New. 

Nor, but that there are im France very 
found Minds, which-never diflike any thing 
that qught to pleafe, and are never pleas'd 
with what is diſtaſtful © but the Multitude 
either ignorant, or prepoſſeſs'd, ſtifles the 
fmall number of thoſe that are knowing. 

Befides, Perſons of the greateſt Figure 
make every thing valned according to their 
Fancy, and when a perſon is Alamoae, he 
may equallyeſteem thoſe things he knows, 
and thoſe he dorh nor. 

There is no Country, where Reaſon ts 
more rare, than it fsin France; when 1t is 
found thete, there 15' not a purer inthe 
World. J " BY ters 
For the moſt part all is Fancy, 'bttt z 


"Taft arif Jtdptnent. - 93 
Fatty fo fe, 4tid a'Captitic fo toble, if 
what regards'the ounfide; that Strarivers 
aſhamed of Aheir Judz Hiedt, 4 of 4 Sol 
Quality, ſeckt6 make Ke onalzes efteented 
ating theiti; by the” Hfittarior! of our 
; Modes, and /revoutce Efential Qualities, 
to affett an Air, and Ways, whiett ifshard- 
pobls for them? I Thus'that 

continual klcerstion in bt Mabits; rage 
they reptoach” us with; arith walyays 
towed, becomes IBOLDIP xv + very Ne, 
piece of © Wiſdeth ; $r;-b 
{uns 'of Money By ne end #6 
thence, "ex ar Intereſt "ior ſolid than is 
imagined; to' have Freneh' Mei difpeiſcd 
dittwghoat; who: form" the ontfide of: all 
"ou arts by our? own; Apo pr 
ring the Eyes; whe the Heart — 

rei debs Who gait the Sertſed | 
"0 6f ow Mo et Wien Hi 
pinions hold ſtill for Libeeeh;”: 1903 CET 

Happy then is that Fancy, Noble, eypnd 
Gehteel, -vwhich nizkes if fe accept 
our oreateſt Enemies ; but we ought to By 
aſide our claim to that, which world 'rule 
in Arts, and which imperioufly decides che 
Prdationsof the Spirit, without conlutlt- 
ing either ooodTaft. o ot Reaſon. 

_ Whett we te arrived tothe perfetion 
O © 


194 Some Obſeuarions uftn the 


of any thing, we. ought to fix.our Curioſt 
ty.inche knowledge of, it, gx yrv Juſtice 
Wwe. We thereto, 1p Qur'Etexnal, Eſteem of 
it ;; without that -we_ may be: reproached 
upon good Grounds, that Strangers more 
juſtly value the merit y our Ps than 
_ NR hegood hin hich 
Ve ſhall ſee the t which pro: 
ceed from u$, Pre erve hogs whichpro 
5 A Te hen they baveloſtiin Frames | 
ce our; Fopperies;elfewhere.rc- 
WET by good Senſe, when Wweextol them 
up to Heaven gut of a-xidiculoys Conceit: | 
-; here. is a, Vice oppoſed tathar, , which 
re upporabl, 1 thats our;paſſie: 
TE or; what. .is; gdone.in any: :0r 
time butpurjown, and ous diſlike; 
__ * Gaps thats. done i inthatwe live..;;; 
Ereu madethe-GharaRter of 
Agog ang a and $4998 Na IS, O90 w__ 
ral cribed, 144 > 
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. Jachis fad and, unhap y A ewe.im h 
to ObjeQs,the Jeter ppy, Be put 
from our Moroſenefs ;.and when a ,pl rs 
Remembrance turas 'our; Thoughts ;from 
whirwe arcs £0, what' we have gr af» 

v} fr1ÞutE 


Taſt and Judgment © 1957 
fribute Agreements to niany things; whiclh 


had none, becauſe they recall in qur Minds 
the Idea a '6ur Youth} when every thing 


| pleaſecPubÞy the diffuſion of Hur Sent” 


mefits: 11 490 

- Bar: we ought "R to xi5pure chis Humour 
to 61d Age albne, there ate ſome perſons, 
whon Sine;* that Merit conſifts'in deſpi- 
Giri every SOR and Solidiry, 
in' _ old Works. 
0! There art thoſe, who}: of theie own Na- 
tire, aB& WESntented With what they foe, 
and amotous bf whattheyhave ſe 

'!They' Will *tefl Fo Wotidery oat old 
C Zourt,” wherethere was nothing but indit- 
Faretice; in -conterhpt of the Grandeur, and 
Magnificence ,. which they” have” before 
their Eyeg9! © 21s 
-1/They will Sive a ebbifins Praiſes tode- 
ceaſed Perſons of but a common- Vertue; 
atid wilt hardl daſs with the Glory of 
the-greateftHer6e; it 

The firſt bliacle to het Efternt,; 131d 
Live, the moſt favourable Recommenda- 
tion, is to have been. They will praiſe af- 
ter the Death of a Man, what they. blamed 
whim, whilſt ative ; andtheir Spirit, dif- 
engaged from the moroſeneſs of their Hu- 
mour, will juſtly render to his — 

Q 3 


ra< Some Obſerwation, Bro. 
what. -1s unjuſtly., xoþbed; Wi, 2 antes 


- {was always of Opinian, Thy 19make 
a ound. Judgment of Men, 
Ps It 1s neceſſary to nd 3 he's - by 
ſelves, to have a Contempt,. gr a Re-| 
F for thi things pal according to, their lictle 
In Dar : Lia —_—_ 
ought: not to oppole rqugh-2 
Spirit of Avcrkan, as tc ,e ENquAT 8' alter 
00 hrough'a lo f Novelty: ; 5:hur to 
"OF -FEGe4vE, 1 no a ng-to-the 
ores Ion 10n9/0ught, $9 conceive. of 
= uglt. to Part WEE our. Capri- 
and all a ug-Fogkplbi icalnels of, our Hu 
mOur wy ich) yet; ts; but 8: bingrg tie bay 


| wh = moth, point is to. acquire. 
trus Judgmens and, tO get a Pure Unger- 
flandung. 


Natuze CPATEs U usto it Experience and 
Coomerlai with delicate Pexiogs, com- 
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INTEREST. 
Tn Perſons alcogether Corrupted. 
The Gorrupted (peaks. 


] Have paſſed, Gentlemen, through' all 
conditions, and after an exa&t. Refle- 
tion upon Life, 1 find bat two thiogs thar 
can ſolidly Kiley Wiſe Map, the care 
of gettitig, and that of hoarding. © | 
Honour is but a coniceit' of Young Men ; 
'tis by that ane begins his Reputation;wheh 
he is a Fool, 4nd he concludes it TO 


TT 


Wwhichis called Corruption, ſo ſoon; ag 
od fox: —_ alk Soibir AG 
s for me, I never had a Spitit ftatng 
with this Chimera,  Dut Ave 
Gratitude, and the _reft of thoſe Errors, 
which make the Bonds of Sotts and Fools, 
have not caus*'d me a tnoments trauble ih 
2 forme b c h | og Me 
Nature brought me forth with the trug 
Genius of fatercft, whichThave Ss 
by Study, and fortified by Experience. © 
| O 3 Greedi- 


% 
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9] 
_ Greedineſs, which cauſes the ſame effe& 
for Wealth, as Ambition doth for power, 
hath raiſed me to great advantages, with- 
out making me. fajl into the cgreleſneſs of 
{mall Gains; © + -+ tw 1 
One gets in a hundred difterent methods, 
which are'as {d tnany different prodiits of 
our Induſtry. , w_ & 
It would be a difficult thing to"give. the 
particulars thereof ; but one {hall never be 
Aeceived, if ſo be, he holds for a principal 
Maxjm, 'to prefer the profitable befqre the 
hooeſt;: Toapply himſelfrp. the profitable, 
is to follow the Intention of Nature, which 
by a ſecret Inſtin& carries us to what 15.4 
greeable tous, and obliges us to refer all 
Things toour Selyes. .- | 
| Honour is an Imaginary Duty, which 
for the conſideration of another, makes us 
abſtain from thoſe good things, that we 
night.enjoy, or part with thole which we 
hould retain, © ND tt Fs 
= As for what relates to hoarding, 15 it nat 
quſt'to, manage with care, what we have 
procured with difficulty ? As long as we 
HaveMoney in our Coffers, we {hall have 
Friends, and humble Servants :.If 19 be we 
exhauſt ir by 4 vain liberality, we ſhall but 
piveMenthe liberty tobe yograteful loſing 
414 foi CM il af _ That 
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- | that whichcertainly diwvsthemito us; -to 
, | cyethemagain to'thenilelves. At 
| Therear&but a few-acknowledging Per- 
f 1 fons, and when wecatimeet with any, it 
is certainthat the price of Gratitude: very 
: rarely comes near that of Benefit, . -- - 
f | - © Theve is 0he thing of great uſe, which I 
have happily prattifſed';"it is, Gentlemen, 
2 | tro promiſe: eternally, and very rarely to 
> | give. One reaps moreServices by Promi- 
1 es, than by Preſents.-/For Men put them- 
e | ſelves in-a'ſtate of deſerving, what they 
, | hopefromus : And they/arebut-/juſt bare- 
, ly contented with what they receive, wha 
- | makeitpals fora recompence of their pains, 
Il | or for an efe& of their Induſtry. How- 
| ever amongſt the ungrateful, theſe appear 
nj tomeleſs dangerous, becauſe they nnde- 
s | ceive us immediately, 'and-cannot 'put us 
e | totheexpence of above one Gift. 
(- You will find thoſe,” that are much 
| | more to: be fear'd, who preach tous the 
it | good whichis done them, 1o far as to im- 
'e | portunethe whole World. - They have al- 
'e | ways the Name of their BenefaCtor in their 
'&1 Mouths, and his PiQture 1n their :Cham- 
'e | bers; but what proceeds from this 'vain - 
appearance of acknowledgment? 
- They frame to-themſelves a Title for a - 
$11 new 


4:90 Injeveſt-1 10 Ferſaus 
ney; prope and whillt you'shjak they 
are employed ahgut returning che favour, 
which they baygrs80jved, they think they 
havg rendred themſelves warthy of. ana- 
Hick, which they 878 not wanting to re- 


- je ſybrilty of guy days, to bays tyrn- 

wade ſrom: the - future ſide, that, 

Th high had not, begg bicherto but the Senſe 
of a paſſed Obligation, _ 

As you are to live with Perſons, that 
make deſigns upon yu ;: *tis your: buſineſs 
to take cautions againſt them ; and inſtead 

cavering the gggd and evil Intentions 

y.the curiquinels-of- Judgment, I find it 

neceffary $0 ſecure: your: Self by a general 
nce of all Men. 

ln Ne mean time, not to let univerſal 
- diſcagzeat be eſtabliſhed , which would 
make you be abandoned of all rhe World, 
if will be-proper to. appear difintereſſed 
ometumes a 2 ſecret defign of Ad- 

Paik be goed to. give to the 
certain Aftians of a ſeeming. drop | 
but indeed canrrived, apd $0 for 

"_ Nature to-do a favour as Nably, as if 

ir cams from a true loclinatinn,  - 

By this you wall make tbe paſt diſplea» 
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- altogether Corrupted... ©2061 
but : what's "agreeable for the future.” 
But in theſe rare occaſions the ſecret is, 
t9o-chuſe' a Merit well known, or one of 
choſe pleaſing ſubjeQs, which” affeft the 
Inclinations of 'Men : By this" univerſal 
Eſtcem, or Eriendſhip, every one fooliſhly 
thinks him obliged for « favour, which is 
received bur by one ſingle perſon. 
After thenoiſe:pf fo finean Aftion, let 
theWorld reſt in the 'Opinion of your Ge+ 
nerolity, 'and take pleaſure fome- time in 
laugtiingat the Courting of Paraſites, and 
the approbation of if Fudges75"v b  --- 
As you have excited thereby deſires, an 
permitted hopes to be concetved,-all thoſe 
that think themſelves deſerving, will en- 
deavour to ſhew'themſc}ves in your pre- 
ſence. 
Your Enemies will-ſcarch ſecret ways to 
reconcile themſelves, that they may not 
be excluded from your favours. Your 
Friends, encouraged by a new Zeal, will 
do their utmoſt to deſerve them ; and thoſe 
perſons, ' that” are -particularly +intimate 
with you, will redouble their cares and 
their diligence in the performance of their 
: "Then fecinp the whole World well re- 
united upon yaur commendatidns ,"* _ 
| Wi 


202 4atereft in Perſons, GC. 
will inſenfibly- take again-your uſual me- 
thods. 1 914; \3- DUB 19112 
_ ,.- Your:Acquaintance./will-become more 
difficult, to have a fight of you will be ao 
{mall fayour,' toconverſe with you will be 
a greater z;; your  frowns:will repulle. the 
troublelome, and your fmiles will fatisfic 
theIgnorant ;. your familiarity, as ſevere 
AS it is, {hall be managed-as: a precious 
favour; and:to conclude [this diſcourſe. in 
a few-woards, -you ſhall prattiſe allothe 
vain things t9 others, ;and wiſely take all 


* 


the ſolid ones toyour felf,.: 
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T' HE 
Too Rigid Vertue. 


The Vertuous Perſon ſpeaks. .- 


| Have paſſed, as well as you, throigh: 
KL all conditions, andafter an exat Re- 
fleftion upon Life, I find but two things: 
that may render it happy : The moderat1- 
on of a Man's Deſires,” and: the good uſe of 
bus Fortune, | Þ 


- 
# 
® 


They, 
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;.,p hey, to whom Reaſon affords repole, 
which takes away our fancy, live free from 
many. Misfortunes, and are in a condition 
of taſting the moſt regal good, | 

© A Man,  rajſed to Grandeurs, that makes 
others, find their Fortune in his, joins a 
deg Merit ab ve Happineſs, he 1s not 
The more happy by the Wealrch, which he 
£noys, than by that which he knows how 
togive: Bur he that, like you, ſeeks his 
Intereſt with all the World, and cannot 
Tuffer the company of any one, makes him- 
felf unworthy op common Society, and 
deſerves to be excluded from the converſa- 
tion of all Men, _- -. 

_ Nevertheleſs, for all the ill ppinion Tcon- 
ceive of you, it ſeems to me that there is a 
yanity 1n the confeſſion of your Vices. 

_.. Nature has not left jn your power the 
being as wicked, as you would appear to 


., One is not abſplutely upgrateful with 

impunity ; one doth not betray without 
remorſe; one is not" ſo greedy after the 
Wealth of another, and focovetous of his 
own without ſome ſhame. And when you 
ſhall be compoſed within your ſelf, free 
from internal Combats and ſecret Agitati- 
ons, you are {till to account with rhe 
SHt3. | World, 


\ 


204 The too Rigid Pertue. 
World, whoſe importutare reproiches ahd 
troubleſome Accuſarions you muſt ' be 
forced to endure. —_— TER 
As for that Genius of Intereft, which 
you ſpoke tous of, *tis that which renders 
you contemptible : For'there are Illuftri. 
ous .Debauchees, bur. there never was an 
TVluftrious Miſer. * © nd 
The Grandeur of the Soul canoor confiſt 
with the filthineſs of Avarice. Befides, 
What is more unjuſt; than to procure all 
that makes up the Commerce and Advan- 
tage of Mankind, to make no uſe there- 
of * Ip eros 3 
__ TTisjuſtifying the Crime, aud robbing 
hn 
the publick by a continual Theft, of what 
was once taken from private Perſons.. ©-- 
Thoſe,” that take away with violence, 
todiſperſe with profuſion, are much more 
excuſable. | 
\ - Their expence is, as it were, a ſort of 
reſtitution, and the loſers ſeem to re-enter 
_ "info ſome part of their poloes, when 
'MagniHcence expoſes to their Eyes, what 
Force had taken out of their Hands. . 
 Tffo if Res Re Hap B indifferent 
to you, Jf Injaitice hath no influence upon 
' you, have at leaft ſome-cqnfideration for 
your own repoſe. OTE EO 
| S4nce 
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-$3n&h Money:35/ :becdme the Maſter of 
your defrres,, whether it; be 40 your own 
cuſtody, er elſewhere, ir equally. aflifts 
you ; that which yourfailto gy. diſor- 
ders y0u3 that! which you enjay; purs you 
18, Pain; what you .have bo ”-tornents 
you:;:andas. there is-nothing ſo agreeable 
ax te have Riches; and-to make uſe ofrbenn, 
9 there.is nthavg ſe uncabie, . aStobogree- 
and $00 Cayctens together b confers, 
your difcaqtie. upon ungjratdful Per+ 
ſons, is'notilaly ingenagus, -than-i is true ; 
but one may ſay, that his nicety proceeds 
MAKE: Gem your;obfcrvations)! than-your 
experience, Your: great cautions againſt 
Ingratinide, mairk: les df batred for thas; 
than averſion for Generoſity ;-amtireally 
yOu do's tans —;ey em, thary hs 
wpgrageful. - . 

\Bnhreceive favours, ind geneSorems: 
on is to make nontiCapible of pardoning” 
tho ighuries; 'whithave offered 10you, you 

ard itreconcileable When; you: brave done a 
kindoefs, if ſobenitorh bot gain-you anos 
Shen ofa greater.cdnſideration. : *': 

Snce lam inferidbly:e ngagedin rfis mat: 
ter of favours, I will Yaſh it on alictle fuy-/ 
ther. Thereare ſodhe Men ofabe Humour - 
of; -——_ Nadwenesj who! uever on 
waiar 
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what is requeſted of them, 'becauſe'thiey 
would not be prevented, ſay they, in thats 
deſigns, and: troubled: wy os ordet: of the 
good, they would doy 7 i11it ns 25102 1 1107 

\There are ſome Men; Jealinds of the H6: 
nouroftheirmorions, [whorefure allithings 
at' the Inſpirations of: others,” That: ma 
proceed ſometimes from a*good! Priticipke; 
andbe met with in:very;lefey- Souts;'bot 
for the hoſt partrhey: are-diſhoneftjaloti2 
ſies, and-falfe. nicenes of 'Honour,0whictt 
 produceatrue IepUmaaage! fo-the Joing'er 
favours. ::-- 1 9110 Jud 
- Ler:us: ſuffer the eiiſeradle- to explain 
themſelves-tous in-theit neceſſities; '\fihEe 
we donot{o much as ich of rheit1'k"dut 
abundance.: ':- ©” 19s NECL 
- Let: ths ot be. afhinhed- of owing ths 
Thoughts of a good ACtion to anothee; afhd 
letus'lcaverall the*Aventes free'ttorhble, 
that aUvile us do wÞil: fa 97\2:17 02 2100 

1n the meantime »we'ſhbuld/thinki out 
| Gros goverbedif wedwd notſhewvarſtives 
difficult at the -perſwaſiuw of what's good, 
whilſt we think out 'Yebves- Maſters ihe 
greateſt credulity, which: ow can have: for 
what” $1; TILE 

Every one fears the abendadt of bis 
Friends if they will render. a good: turn 
| ' Near 


The tdo:RipidVertus. 07 
near His perſorj/every onetakev fora free- | 
nels of Hears, anda Teltimony'of Eriend> 
ſbip,.the' lecreraof lars Impoſture, andthe 
Artifice of thoſe i [preſtons; which they 
give hum. -2nid3 0249108 

Tis there notwithſtanding that the aw: 
tign 15 honeſt 3 l5bthere» one: may 'be pon 
his guard) waboJealonfie;> cis: there 'one 
ought todefend himſelf: ftominice: Inſinua: 
tions}: which zaſeoſibly leattus co do ill.” 

20:But 9” lay::afide: difcourſesthat are too 
general whatdo yougaitbyibusbanding 

apunningly theibertyoffeing you; 4 
cabvenſing with:you ?! 7 ,501:70 

x What 41goifies) that: grader; which 
rulgzallrhefeatures of yaur:Face? Which 
governs your ſmiles, and your' frowns; 
To give Seaſonably, ard to refuſe with 
Realan, would. be more-beneficial-for- 0- 
thers, and more commodious for your ſelf, 
'Tis a ſinall meritta play thePolhicks with 
thoſe, that are in your dependance. 

:You think -to ſhew the: ſnbrilty of your 
Spitit, and you do\but make known, the 
malice of your Nature; > + 

That Induſtry, which you e loy to 
find vain FRINgs jor __ 15 vain ine It ſelf 


for you. -!- 
woo "Bvery 
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' +> Bvery'day brings zouRiches;. ande 
day retrenahes::the nferrhkereof 3. —— 
Weakh eocreaierh, and yourSenſes, which 
fhould enjoy at, Fomgn _ nnd 
You engage orrel n things,- Fn 
loſe-your Self.-::/! 5 %® mm 2 
What. os tate .ba Nati 
vity 2: What advantage comune oFr this} Ris 
Genius of Intereſt ?. 11,3140 
You pals your Life andagf-ſopervi 
Torglaes, of which Covetouſneſptdorhnot 
leave you theDiſpolal; and/of which3Nwua 
tuge deprives.youof the Enjoyment;1:lgt 
happy Fortune, whick :r pets. nerche? 
you, nor ofhers,” but through che perplexi- 
Fn day. IIs and the. mortliuctdine 
| G2 
g 01 


= Ll s 
” » LE rt dd dts md— @Q_ iiaak ada 3 ho ki _— — LOLLY pi 
Aa 4A SS 1 b = 
- 


4 JUDGMENT | 


Upn theſs Stientes, which a Gentle 
"man ail ph bimpelf to. | ifara 


"ou. ak memy Opinictrof thofs S$6E 
ences, to which a Gentleman trivf 
applyhimſelf: I will giveit you very ho- 


neſtly; 
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neftly, without pfetendibg to fabje@.any = 
Bodies judgment: thereto. I never - had 
great lnclinations toReading ; if ſo be Left 
ploy ſome-hgurstherein, they aretbe moſt 
' uſeleſs; without deſign 5 without ' order 4 
when 1 eariot enjoy the Converſation of 
Men of Parts, and 6nd my ſelf remote from 
the commerce of Pleafurts, Don't .you - 
imagine the that I ſpeak £0. you prof0und- 
ot things, that I have but curlorily ſtu- 
ed, an Rp which IT have thade dit 
Nigtit Refi | JV £1! Dion 
 Divivityfeed$t6 me vety corfiderable, 
as a Science which regards Salvatinn!t 
But i myjudgment; iris becottie too chm- 
mon ; aad it tis ridiculous that even, We 
men dare diſpute on queſtions , which 
ould be tandied with agrear deabof Myr 
Rery and-Secteey. It would been 
for us tobe trattable and ſibmiſſfive, | LE 
us leave this DoQrine entibe to our Supe- 
'riors, and follow with:reſpe&t thoſe; [that 
have thecareof guidingizz Not” hut that 
our Do&ors ate the firſt to ruin thisdefe- 
rence,” and; conmbute to give Cutialities, 
whiclo taſcaſibly lead toErrors! Thiere-is 
pry? eytmuyragi ws in, Nations; ; bait 
-thew, td extravaganceof. | - 
.og- "Thoy Burn he” Ra - 
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->þ Wifome ney \ > , 
 fo#nbt believir any and at the ſame 
ame is 4 queſtion-in the”Schovls, -whe. 
ther theres 666;/'or-ho; By that youcon- 
d weak Spirits; you cauſe afuſpicion 
ir thediſtruſtful ; by that yourarm. the fu- 
rious;' and permit: them totſearch pernici- 
65 Reaſons ;/-whervby they oppoſe theit 
on proper Sentiments, and the true int 
Trvllonsor) +91 wn 
-UT Fpbbe, : the greateſt Genius of England, , 
Since Bacon, cok not ſuffer: that: 4riſtofte 
- ſhould have ſo much Credit.in Theology, 
and:makes hisfabtilties: theoccaſion of 'the 
Diviſion of the:Chnrch. + +: 
<4 is perhaps by: theſe ſorts of Reaſon- 
,{that the Divines are not ſometimes 
the: moſt tractable; from whence comes 
NR That the Phyſcciav;:.) and. Di- 
+ probe aft to Remedies, ani Religion. 
>a fv but only. wiſh, tlic: our 
| DirEfhors would: treat of niatecrs of-Reh- 
ion wich more-:moderation; /.and; that 
"hoſe! who ought:to be lubject theretd, 
ould have refs Ciiridlity 2167701 
«<iAsPhilofophygives more liberty to: the 
*Mind;/1 haveinipcoved that: a:Jirale more. 
Tha this time 1 where pars es 2 ena; 


& way: ro:Knowledge,, bhaabjaicurous 
R1n Fompied cer my; 'l 


upon thoſe $ Sciences, &c. 3H 
and Preſumption preſently perſwaded' me, 


 tharT was acquaihted therewith : theleaſt 


Proof ſeemed to me a'Certainty, and a Prg- 
babiliry was to me a Truth ; and 1cannge 
expreſs to you with what Contempt | 
look?d upon thoſe, that 1 imagined Ignorant 
i what'Tthought my ſelf inſtrufted, At 
ngth, when Age and Experience, which 
nhappily come wpetiet, had cauſed mg 
bo ; obs ſerious RefleCtions, Tbegan to Jay 
alide a Science always Conteſted, and upon 
which the greateſt Men have had different 
Sentiments. I knew by the Univerſal con: 
ſent of Nations, that Plato, Ariſtotle, Ze- 
ho, and Epicurys, had been the moſt con- 
fpicuous of their Age ; yet there” Was n9- 
thing ſb contrary as their Opinions. "Three 
Thouſand Years aftex, Ifoundthem gall, 
diſputed, Partiſans of all ſides, nothing 'of 
Certainty. and Affurance. In the tnidſt of 
theſe Meditations,” which inſedlibly. lay 
buſed rhie, T had the curioſity to ſee, Ga eps. 
aus, the moſt enlightned of Philoſop ih 
and the leaſt preſurnptuous, he R 
long Entertainments, where h e.m ad Mg. 
ſee all that Reafog tpuld Inſpite, "oy 5 
plained. that Natute: pad Wh MICH. 
Extent to Curioſity, and ich” pro 
bounds r6'out Know &iges te ts'gid 
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ſay it, to mortifie the Preſumption of others, 
or by a falſe Humility of him, which fa- 
vours altogether of Hypocriſie ; that per+ 
haps he was not ignorant of what might bg 
thought upon many things; but to know 
well, the moſt Inconſiderable, he durſt not 
aſſure to himſelf, . Then a Science, which 
Was areacy ſuſpeted ro me, appeared too 
vaintoenſlave my ſelf to itany longer; I 
broke all Commerce with it, and began ta 
admire how 1t was poſſible for a wile Man 
to pals bis Life in unprofitable Enquiries. 
The Mathematicks have, indeed, much 
more of Certainty ; but, when I conſider 
the profound Miedicaſiags they require, a$ 
they draw you from ACtion and Pleaſures, 
ro employ you entirely, its Demonſtrati- 
ons ſeem'tome very dear, and one mult bg 
very amorous of a Truth, to ſearch after 
& 6 that Price. You willtell me, that we 
ve but few Conveniencies in Life, few. 
Ornaments, but. we are obliged tq them 
for :.T will ingeniouſly acknowledge it ; 
there are ag Commendations which I will 
nct atfoft [ e great Mathematicians, /pro- 
Lam opt oneof them.  Iadmire 
en oo, , p: Works which 
C9; Pjk. 1 210; of Opinion, tat 
bMea of good Seole to know how: 
FIPTY EDN. - 
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to apply them well ; for to ſpeak wiſely, we 
Have” mote Tatereft' to enjoy the World 4 
than to know it. | 

I find no Sciences that particularly be- 
long to Gentlemen, but Morality, .Poli- _ 
ticks,and the khowledge of good Literature., 

The t regards Reaſon, the ſecond So- 
cicty, the third Converſation. 

The one teaches us to rule our Paſſions; 
by the other you are inftrufted in Aﬀaits 
of Stare, ahd how to direCt your ſelf in the 

Fortune of your Life. The laſt poliſherh 
' the Mind,” inſpires Delicacy, afid i Ag TEE- 
ment. The Perſons of alley lraGtis i 
the Ancients, had a particula Gare to ;'® 
ſtruQt themſelves in A thiogs every one 
knows that Greece has given to the ore 
- cateſt Poſes and the greateſt 

egilators: And one cannot deny, of that 
on Nations have taken from thence. all 
the Politeneſs they have had. =, 

The beginnings of Rowe were Ignorant 
and Savage, and that wild Vertue, whic 
did not pardon their own Children, was 
advantagious to the Common-wealth ;.'a9 
they began to be more reafonable, they 
Foul a way for the Motions of Nature to 
conſiſt with the Love of their Coutittey Y 3 
at lengrh they Jens Graces and Orna- 
P 3 ments 
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ments to Juſticeand Reaſon. It, has been 
ſeen then 1n the latter times, that there was 
rio body of any Conſideration, but what, 
was tid: to ſome, Sect of Philoſophy, not 
with a deſign to comprehend the Principles 
ind Nature of things, bur to fortifie their 
Minds by the ſtudy of Wiſdom, 

"As for Politicks; it 1s incredible how the 
Romans inſtrufted themſelves early 1n all the 
Idterelts of: their Statez, how they applied: 
themſelyes in the Knowledge of their Poli- 
T 4 F | _—_ | 
cy, and Laws, as far as to render them- 
ſelvez capable of the Afﬀairs of Peace and, 
War, even without Experience. [The leaſh 
Curious know #fter what manner. they 
were affefted withLegrning, and Jt 1s cer- 
tain, that -one ſaw.but few great Men at, 
Rowe, who did notentertain ſome ingent- 
ous Greeks, to talk of things that were. ay 
greeable. 2 3 ; : 
Amongſt a hyndred,Examples,.. that 1 
could alledge, I will content my ſelf with 
that, of C2/ar, and. it will ſuffice for my. 
own Opinion to. rely upon his Authort- 


ao Of all the SeQs that were then jn Repute, 
he choſe that of Epicarss, as the moſt pleas 
fant, and moſt conformable to his Nature, 
arid bisPleaſures; fof there were two fore 


upon.thaſe Sciences, &c. 2 215 


of ares ens the one teaching Philoſophy 
in Retirements, according to Precept ; the 
other,” who could not approve of t ie At 
Rerity of. tqo xigid Philoſophers, gave way 
only to more haturat Opinions. Of theſe 
laſt have been the greatelt part of the inge- 
nious Men of [ttiat: time, who knew how 
to diſtinguiſh the perſon from the Mag 
ſtrate, and =Pply! theit eng {eachak 


lick, in fuch a manner, ere Was left 
enough, both. for theix Friends,, . and 
Pas, 0 -. Tt would. be : Yoproficabl 
explain to. you the Kage ledge thar'Ce 
had of the Aﬀai irs of Sta! Ads as Za as 8. 
politeneſs a 0 beauty is Genius: T' 
will only pn tae he ck diſputeffor the, 
Maſtery of Eloquence With Cietro ; arid if 
he.did not affe&t-the Repytition of "It, h0* 
perſon can. deny that. he bot on, ay, 
{pee much better, PREP I 

tha 


n Ciera, .. 
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A DI $60 URSE 
| UPON. THE 
Great ALEXANDER. 


ce I bave read the Great Alexander, 
"the old Age of Corncile mrich leſs a- 
larms me, andI don* ſo much apprehend 
-þ lee'the writ og of Tragedies end with 
But] Wilks but fore his Death, 
he would 3 ok Anthot of this Piece, 
to f verp with »nderneſs of a Farher his 
Rhrpt So Rf Andy, which 
alt or Afir , WIuc 
tie enjoys ſo cgoot *ta his Advicitape ; that 
he would make him enter into the Genius 
of thoſe dead Nations, and know judici- 
ouſly, the Chaxafter of Heroes, which 
are no more. It is, in my Opinion, the 
only thing which is wanting to'ſ@ fine a 
it. Hehas Thoughts ſtrong, and bold ; 
| effions, which/s equal the” force of his 
Thoughts : But then you will permit meta 


tell you, That he was not acquainted with 
Alex: + 
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Alexander, "or Porys. Ttappears, that he 
had a mind fogive a greater Idea of Porus, 
than of _yglexander, wherein it was not 
poſſible for him to ſucceed 3 for the Hiſto- 
ry of Alexander, as trueas it is, has much 
of the Air of 'a Romance; and to make a 
rcater Heroe, is to make him paſs for Fs- 
wlous, to take from his Work, -nor 'only 
the credit of Truth, but the agreeableneſs 
of Probability. Let us not imagine any 
ing greater than this Maſter of the 
World, when our Imaginations ſhall bs 
too vaſt, andelevated: If we wonld give 
other Heroes an advantage over him, let us 
take from them the Vices which- he had; 
and give them the Vertues which he lidd 
not : don't let us make Scipio greater,” al- 
though there never was amongſt the Ro- 
mans a Shut b aſpiring as his; he ſhould 
be made more Juſt, more diſpoſed to do 
Good, more Moderate, mote Temperate, 
and more Vertnous, | 
Let the greateſt Admirers of Cefor a- 
gainſt Alexander , alledge in his Favour, 
neither-the-Peffion of Glory, the Gran- 
deur of the Soul, nor the Firmnels of Cou- 
rage. Theſe Qualities are ſo complent in 
the Grecias, that to have been more, would 
have heye.beert rog much ; but tet _ 
| maze 


21s _ ADiſcomſe,upon? 
make'the Roman more wile-in his Enter. 
riſes, more 'dexterous in his; Aﬀairs,' rg 
mg underſtood; his: Intereſts better i; 
and: more Maſter. of himſelf;'in his Pat 
ſions, - T7 DS RET 
- Qnewho was a very curious Judge of tha 7 
deſert of Men, 4s-Contented to; Jiken to 4- 
lexander, him, 'ro whom he would give the 
higheſt Character ; He durſt-not attribute 
to. him. greater, Qualities, but, took away, 
fromhim the Bad. Magno ills . Alexandra 
par,; fed ſobrid ner iracunao, «: ; I 
- Perhaps our, Author is entred into theſg 
Coafiderations in ſome meaſure.;. perhaps, 
to-make, Porus the greater, without Roz 
mancing, he took the party to lelſen his 
Alexander. If that was his deſign, he could 
cot ſucceed better therein,  for.he has made 
of. him ſq moderate a Prince,thara hundred 
ethers might: be. preferred before, like him, 
Zoxus.:Not but that Hepheſttop affords a ting 
repreſentation of him ; that Tax//s, and 
Poraz himſelf ſpeak! advantagiouſly. of his 
Greatneſs: but when he appears himſelf, 
he. has not the force to ſuſtain,it, unleſs 
through Modeſty he had a mind to appear. 
an ordinary Man amongſt the [zdzans, 1n, a, 
juſt Repentance, for having been.deſirous to 
pals for a God amongſt the Perſians. . Tox 


$ 


ſpeak 


the Great Alexander wg: 
ſpeak ſeriouſly, I can diſcern here nothing 
of. Alexapaer,., bur the, fingle-Name +; hisi 
Genius, his Humour, his Gualities; appear» 
ta,me ng where.,, I ſeek in.an imperuous; 
Heroe . ſuch. extraordinary, Motions,.r;as 
ſhould excite, my. Paſſion 5, and I fand 'a. 
Prince of {o little Spirit, that he leaves my 
Bloud entirely.cold. ? > Gil 

I imagined. to-my ſelf in Porus, a:great: 
nefs of Soul,.-which was more ſtrange to. 
us ; the Heroe of;the iadjes ſhould have a: 
different CharaRter from, ours. - Another: 
Heaven, ,that-] mak ſo ſpeak, another:Sunz; 
' another Land produce thergin, other Afi 
mals,.. and. other Fruits; ; The Men: ap-: 
pear. there quite, otherwiſe, by the / difles; 
rence: of their Faces, and. ſtill morez} If 
dur{t lay-ſo, by.a, diſtinQtion of Realonz) 
Morals, - Wiſdom, :fingular to- Religionz; 
ſeem; there tg guide other Minds in anogher 
Warld,.  Porus. notwithſtanding, whom 
Quintus Cut tixs deſcribes an utter Stranger) , 
to the Greeks and. Perſiaxs, is here purely: 
French; inſtead of tranſporting us to the, 
Inaies, he is brought into. France, wherebe 
is ſo, well accuſtomed togur Humgur, that 


he ſeems to, be born amongſt us, or atleaſt, 


"2+ FIT a 


ta have. dwelr here all his Like. 
SY ICTION WU 8314 ls 333UL G. ; They 
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MN * "A Diſcourſe nþon 
- They thar uidertake to repreſent fore 
Heroe of ancictit times; ſhould examine 
the Genius of the Nation he was of, the 
time wherein he lived, and'patticularly his 
own.- Otie ouffht to deferibe a King of 
Aſia otherwiſe than' a Rowe Conful ; the 
one ſhould ſpeck as ar abfolute Monarch, 
who diſpoſes of his Subje&s as his Slaves; 
the other, as a Magiſtrate, wo only puts 
Life into the Laws, and-makes their Au- 
thority refpeted by a' free People. One 
ought to deſeribe an old Romas furious for 
the publick good,- and moved by a wild Lis 
berty, differetifly from: a flatteter of T:be- 
rigs time, who knew nothing but Intefeſt; 
afid' abandotied himſelf to rheir Slavery. 
One ſhould rior make the ſame deſctipriot 
_ of 'perſons of the fame Condirion,. and: of 
thefame time, when HiftGry atords us dif- 
erent CharaCters of them: - It would be 
Oy to make the ſame deſcription of 


0 and Ceſar, Catile and Cicero, Brutws 

| Mark- Anthony, under pretence, that 

y Iived at the fame time ththe lame Re- 
pablick, The'SpeCtator, that fees theſe 
Ancientsrepreſented upon: our Theaters, 
follows-the ſame Rules to-judge of thr 
well, as the Peet doth to defcribe' them 
well; and to ſucceed therein the betrer, he 
| Femoves . 
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removes his miad from all that he ſees in 
uſe, endeaygury to get ridgd of the ane 
of his own tume, renounces the 1 
of his own. Nature, if. *is oppoſite to hes 
of the perſons repreſented ; for the Dgad 
caunot enter into what weare, but Reaſon, 
which is of 29 do was b yy make us imagine 
what the rites 
, 92 Lo Faults of oyr Nation, 
the appropriating all to ix {elt, {© as 19 
wo Strangerst9 bg as of their Country, 
wherethey have aothing, acitber its Air, 
nor Manners. From «comes, that 
we are juſtly reproached, far not knowing 
bow. to eſtcem things, - but by the- report 
| they have among(t us, of which Carnie 
has-made an un vojulf and melancholly 
rience in biz onizhs, Maint, who vL 
cribed his, unfaithful to old Syphag, t 1a love 
with the young.and Vittoriqus Meſiviſe, 
pleaſed, as: it were ge nexally, the whole 
World, for having light upon the nabee 
ron of the Ladies, and the «fue Humour 
of the Courtiers. But Coraecile, who makes 
the Greeks ſpeak better A —_ Res 
mans. than the Rexans, the Cartheg 
thanthe Citizens of Cheat Teak them, 
ſelves,:, Coracille, who; alone: 
Fvs Taft of ARtIQuys a jon the misfor+ 
Fae 
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runien6t to pleaſe our A e, for having efi- | 
ted intothe Genius -of :thefe” Narions, and 
preſerved the true CharaQter of AſdrubaÞs 
Daughter. 'Fhiis to the diſgrate of -onr 
ments, he that hath Turpaſs'd all out 
Authors, and has here, perhaps, even ſur- 
_ Paſſed himſelf,” inrendring” to theſe” great 
Names all that was their due,” could nor ob- 
ustoaffordhim all that we are itidebt- 
ed him being-enſlaved-by: Cuſtom, to 
ftioſe things we'ſee in uſe, 'and little dif: 
pod; by reaſon, to eſteem thoſe Qua: 
liries, and Senticiients: which are nor” a- 
| le ro our own, © / 
Let us conclude after a edtifiderativis of 
_— yew h, that Alexander and Pork 
erve their Charafters entire: 
yard wy out buſineſs to view them upon 
the Banks of ' Hhda/pes; fuchias they were; 
nor" theirs, to come upon the ſhore of the 
Seine,” ro ſtudy our Nature,” and ſpeak our 
Thoughts. | The diſcourſe of Porzs ſhould 
havelomerhing'more bnufual, andextraor- 
dinafy. If ſo be'Cninras Cartins hasmade 
_ binaſelf admired inthe Oration of the-Szy- 
dyhiens,: by Thot hes and Expreſhons natu- 
ralro thelr Nationz" the Afithor might haye 
zendred himſelf asadmirable'in letting" as 
ſee; 'thar-1'mayo ſpeak; 'the ratity of # 
Genius of ——— World. The 
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- The different»Conditions: of theſe two 


b 


Kings, where eaclr fills up fo:well'whan be 
ſhould in his own, their:-Yalovr differently 
exerciſed in rhe Variety of-their Fortune, 
draws the conſideration bf Hiſtorians, 'ard 


 obliges them to give us an accountof them: 


The" Poet, who might add to: the. Trath of 


, things, or-at leaſt, ſet them off  with\all 


the'Ornameats/of Poetry, inſtead of afiog , 
Colours, and Figures to-embelliſh them, 


hath taken away much. of their Beauty; 


and whether the {cruple of Exceeding doth 
not let him far enough, or elſe, through dry- 
neſs, *or barrennelſs, he remaios much ;be- 
neath the Truth. He might; have entred 
1ato the inward part, and havedrawnfiom 
the foundation of thoſe great Sculs, as Cor- 


' ,zetle hath done, their moſt ſecrer Motions; 


-but: he ſcarce regards the ſimple outtide, 
little curious of: remarking well what: ap- 
.pears, and little profound in fearchingwhat 
lies concealed. iris 
- 1 Ircould have wiſhed; that the rength 
-of this piece had-confiſted inthe repreſenta- 
. tion of thoſegreat Men,:andrhat ina,Scene 
. warthy-of the-Magnificence of the Subje@, 
: hewould-haye made the greatneſs of; their 
. Souls advance, asfar asit was poſliblesr::;; 
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| 2 the Converſation 'of - Serfordur and. 


Pompey has had fuch influence: upon our 
Minds, what ſhould not ooe expect from 
that of Porus, and Alexander upon a Subjed 
{o uncommonY? ? I could have wiſh'd yet, 
that he had given us a greater profpe& af 
this War. - Indeed, that paſſage of the Hy- | 
daſpes fo ſtrange, that.ir.is hardly to be 
. conceived ; a prodigious Army on t'other 
fide with catrible Chnoioth and Elephatits 
at that time formidable ; Lightning,/Thun- | 
der, and Tempeſis, which made a general 
Confuſion, above all, when hwesobliged | 

to-pals fo large a River upon ſimple Skins 
a hundred dreadful things, which aſtonifh- 
cd the Macedonians, and w hich made Alex 
-#xder ſay, That at lafthe had found a Dan- 

er worthy of himſelf; alt chis, 1 ſay, | 
thould have extreamly raiſed-the negas: 
conf the Poer, both in che deſcription © 
the preparations of ihe Fight, and the re- 
cital of it, | 
", Inthemean time; he hardly mentions the 
| Campof the twoKings, from w hom hetakes 
way-their proper. Genius's,toenflave chem 
. to co Bandies, -ab that are y langunny' : 
Al charIneceſt hath of Grear and Proci 
among(t Men, the Defence of 'a Couny, 


| She preſervation of a Kingdom .don't ex- 
- cag 
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cite Porw to the Battel; he is encoara- 


ged thereto by the Befuriful eyes-of 
Axiana alone, and the fingle defign' of _ 
his Valout is to make himfelf recomi- 
mendable ro her. They deſeribe Knights 
Errants after this manner, wheti they 
undertake an adventure,- and the fineſt Ge- 
nius, in my opinion, of all Spaiz, never 
makes Don Quixot enter the Combat, be- 
fore he recommends himſelf co Dulidnes. 
A maker of Romances may franie his He- 
roes according to'his Fancy; it'is of lit- 
tle importance alſo 16 give' a true Chara 
Cer of an obſcure Prince; whoſe reputa- 


; tion is not arrived to us4{ Buttheſ& great 


Perſons of Anriquity , fo famous in their 
Age, and more known amongſt us, 'thart 
the Living ; the, Alexender*s, the Sripid's, 
the C2/ars, ought never to loſe their Cha- 
racer in our hands. For the.leaſt *euri- 
ous SpeCtator perceives; thar he is it 

red, when they giveto theth Faules, which 
they had not, or when they take" from 
them Vertues, which had'tnade upon his 
mind an agreeable ' impreſſion. Vettues 
once eftabliſhed amongft us,” iftere's 

bl 


proper love, as our true 


| ereſs our 
Ma 00 ons 
(112+ 


cannot - nas. © 
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making us diſcern; this change. with V1a- 
lence.., Upon, #he whole, one ought nor 
to disfigure them in War, to render them 
more illuftrious..m their Amours'; we 
- may. give them Miftreſles of our own In. 

vention, we may. ,mix Paſſion. with their 

Gloty.; but let us take care of making an 
Anthony of an; Alexander , and not ruine | 
Heroes confirmed. by ſo many Ages, in fa- 
vour'of a, Lover, /'whom we form. to our 
fingle Fancy. WET E A 

.'To rejett the love of our. Tragedies as 
unworthy. of Heroes, is to take away that . 
which, makes us hold to them by a ſecret 
relation, and I know not what cobzrence, 
which, till remains between ' their Souls 
and,others.: .But to. bring them: to. us by 
this common Sentiment, don't let us make 
them deſcend; beneath , themſelves, | nor 
deſtroy. what they poſſels above Men, | 
Wich this| moderation, I will affirm. that 
there. are no Subjects , where a general 
Paſſion , which , Nature hath diſperſed 
throughout ,--can't enter without trouble 
and. yiolence, - Moreover, as Women arc 
as neceſſary for.che repreſentation, as Men, 
it is copvenient;tg/ make them Ipeak, as 
much. os 08s: can ,,of that. which is moſt 


"Sins O agree- 
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agreeable to their nature; and of whiclt 
they ſpeak much beter. than. of, other 
things, If you takeaway from ſome-the 
expreſſion of Amorous Thoughts, -an 
from others a” conyerle in Secret, -into 
which, a.confidence-which they have of 
each other ,, makes them enter , | you re- 
duce ther for the rmoſt-part to very. 'te- 
dious Converſations: --/As if all their. mo- 
tions, as. their Diſcqurles;, ought to -be 
the effefts of their 'Pafſion; their Joy , 
their Sorrow, their Fears, their: Deſares, 
ought to reliſh of -a little love, to he. tas 
kiog, EA ala 

If you introduce a Mother who. rejoi: 
ceth tor the Happineſs of her Beloved 
Son, or afflitts her ſelf for the misfor=. 
tune of her poor Daughter, her -Satisfa- 
Ction or her Loſs will make; but Jittle 


. - Impreſſion upon the Souls of the SpeQta- 
tors. To be affected with the Fears and; 


Complaints of this Sex , let us ſee a Mi- 
ſtreſs that bewails the Death of a Lover. ; 


and not a Wife, that laments for the loſs 


of a Husband. = ty 
The. Gricf of Miſtrefſes, which is tens, 
der , -has much more, influence 'upog. vs , 
than the affliQtion:of an invegling, {elf- 
Q.s* Inteteiſed 
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mtereſſed Widow, -and as ſincere as ſhe 
happens -t6 be ſometimes, always affords 
us a Melancholy Idea of Funerals, and 
their diſmal Ceremonies. Of all the Wi- * 
dows,: that ever appeared upon the The- 
atre; I love to ſee none but Cornelia, be- 
caule thſtkead of - making -me think of 
Children without a-Father, and a Wife 
without a Spouſe, -her AﬀeCtions all over 
Ryman, recall into'tny mind the Idea of 
ancient Rome, and the Great Pompey. © 
Behold afl chat may reaſonably be al- 
| fowed to Love upon our Theatres , but 
let them be contented with this, ard ſo 
far even -their Rules will allow- of it, and 
let tot its greateſt favgurers believe thac 
tle" chief deſign of Tragedy, is: to 'excite- 
 a-lorrof tenderneſs /mn our hearts. - In 
fabjeQs- truly Heroick , the Greatneſs of 
the S6ul ought to be kept up before all 
things. - That which would be pleaſing: 
. and render in the Miſtreſs of an ordina- | 
ry Man, is ofte/weak and diſgraceful in 
the Miſtreſs of a Heroe. - She-may enter- 
tain her ſelf, when alone, with the in--' 


_ ward Combats, which ſhe is ſenſible of 


ia her -lf; ſhe thay Sigh in-Seoret for 
ler-milery, trult to & beloved and Owe 
try IT ""—M SD, | Of- 


- 
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Confident, her Fears and. her Griefs.: But 
ſuſtained by her Glory , and fortified by 
her reaſon, ſhe ought always to remain 
- Miſtreſs of her Paſhons, and: anjmate 
her Lover to great things by her Reſalu- 
tion, inſtead of diſheartening him by her 
weaknels. 

Indeed, *tis an unworthy SpeQacle to 
{ke the Courage of a Heroe ſofrned. by 
Tears-and Sjghs ; and if fo be he. Coal 
contemns' the Griefs of a Beautiful per 
ſon that loves him, - he diſcovers rM- 
neſs of: his, hcart , els than the hardneſs 

of -his Soul. "IE 
..- To ayojd this 1 inconvenience , Corneille 
has no leſs regard to, the CharaQer of - 
lyſtrious Women, than to that of his He- 
roes. Amilis encourages Fruny to the 
execution of their, deſign, and megitates 
bow to ruine all the factions, that op- 
poſe the death of Augr/{as. 

Cleopatre hath a Paſſion for Cuts no AX 


| eaves nothing undone to- "pile ve Pom- 


pey : ſhe would be yawor Ceſar, if 
ſhe did; not oppoſe the pry 4-5 ho 

Brother ,- and ; Eaſar undeſerving 4 br 
if he was capable of approving, 
famy, Direc in- it: x1 » dilputes: 
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nefs of Courage with Theſews, turning 
upon her ſelf the fatal explication' of the 
Oracle, which he would apply to him- 
ſelf for the love of her. | 

- - But- one ſhould conſider Sophonisha , 
whoſe Charafter might be envied by the 
Romans themſelves. One ſhould ſee her 
crifice the young Maſſin:ſſs tro'Old Sy- 


S 

phe for the good of 'her Countrey;; one | 
ſhould - ſee her hearken as little 'to the 
Scruptes of Duty in quittirig Siphax, as 
The ad dane the Sentiments 'of her love, 
mn foling Mafiniſſa: One ſhould ſee her , 
who ſubje&ts all ſorts of Obligations, 
what binds us,” ' what unites 'us, the 
ſtrongeſt Chams', the moſt tender Paſſi- 
ons, to her Love for Carthage, and' her 
Hatred for Rome. ' 'In-a word, one ſhould 
Tee her, wheng ſhe's utterly abandoned L2 
not-wanting to her ſelf, and when thoſe 
Kearts,. which ſhe had gained to fave her 
Conntrey ſignified nothing , to'owe- to 
her {af the laft ſupport to preſerve her 
Glory and her Liberty. 0 
©"Corneille makes his Heroes ſpeak with {0 
mych fecency, that he had nevergiven us 
the Converſation of Cefar with Cleopatra, 
it ſobe- Ceſar could have been — ta 


tbsGreat Alexander. 23r 
have had the Buſineſs, which he had at 
Alexandria, as Beautiful asſthe was, as far 
as to have rendred the Converſe'of a Lover” 
to indifferent Perſons,' that ſhould heat'it.' 

He had certainly Jer that alone, but that” 
the Battel 'of Phar/alia: was fully won ," 
Pompey dead, andall that took part with 
him in flight. As Ceſar then'believed him-: 
ſelf to be the Maſter of All, rhe "might 
offer him an-acquired Glory, and apow-' 
er' in all appearance-afſured : But-'when- 
he diſcovered the Conſpiracy of \Proty-” 
my, when he beholds his * affirs" 1fh af ill 
Condition, and his' own Life in Danger, 
it | 1s' no- more a' Lover, (that entertains: 
his Miſtreſs with his 'Pafliow, "but the 
Roman General, that ſpeaks to the Quiten 

of the Danger "which relates to- thin, j 


and leaves her with haſt©to provids. for” 


their common Security?'' © . 

"It is ridiculous then*o 'take Por us- -up 
with his fingle Love upon the point of a 
great Battel,-which- was to make-a'decifi- 
on of all things for him; it is ng” leſs to 
make | Alexaxder depart; when the Ene-: 
mies began to rally. One might bave tmade” 
him enter with impatience to'ſeek Porw,' 


ae todraw him from thence with previpi-! 


- 4 tation 
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'  tajiqntvgoandirovilit Cleophile, he, that. 
neyer had OS Ou Mts wy 


whanever OO a Victory to be com- 
pleat, till he hadeither deſtroyed, or par- 
doned.. 'Thar which 1 find more miſerable 


 . on higaccount, js that he is made to loſe 


uch of, one ſide, without gaining any 

BD Ng 00 Cote. He is as little a Heroe 
FE GA as: of War, and-the Hiſtory- is 
red; wyhourt any Ornament to the 


A A Wartiour, whoſe Glory can. 
ro ;A Lover, whoſe Paſſion 
cannget affect 


Behold what I had to ſay. of Mlexaxdey 
. and Par. Iffpbelam not ear apr y I» 
Ie $0 an. exact Critick, *tis becauſe 1 had 
90 examine-the piece in particu- 


| n-to enlargemy ſelf upon the deco- 
rum rite rogbErve. in the Diſcourſes 


-* of Heroes, upan the Jadgment one ſhould 


4 way nk po of gt + hone 
UPON Fat 1 ulage the tender- 
nel>afLove in Tragedics, reje&ted too {e- 
eld 54. wy © of boy andte, up all things to 
by that bave 
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A JUDGMENT: 
UPON | 
"Seneca, Plutarch and Petronius. * 


|| Will begin with Sexes, and will tell 
4 you withehe utmoſt impudence that I 
err mO, more_his Perſon, thaghis 
Works. Ieſteem the. Tutor of Neve, the 
Gallant. of i& #ppive, an Ambitious Man 
that pretended tothe Eoipite : Of the Phi- 
lolapher, and Writer, I ary but lictle ac- 
count, and am affected neither with his 
Stile, -nor his. T His Latin _ 
nothing of reſemblance.to that of Auguſt 
time, nothing of eaſie,: nothing = 
tal; all made up of! points, all al fanciful 
more of thei heat of 'Affrick, or payed m 
them, than;the -Lighe of Greece, or 1 
You -ſee there abrupt things, that have 
| Air and Shape of Sentences; but which 
have neither their 'Solidity , nor their 
good Seace : Which wet and ſpur onthe 


Spirit, 
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Spirit, without -winning the Judgment. 

His forced Diſcourſe communicates-to 
me a ſort of conſtraint ; and. the Soul, in- 
ſtead of finding there its Satisfaction and 
Repoſe, mzets with Trouble and AMicti- 
on, A © | 

Nero, although one of the moſt wicked 
Princes of the World; was notwithſtand- 
ing very Ingenious, *and had near him a 
fort of under. Maſters. extreamly Curious, 
who uſed+Senecs as a Pedarit;/and turned 
him vito ridicule.” Tam not6fthe Opinion, 
_. of iReywille,” who! imagined' that the falſe 
Eumolpus of Petronics was the'true Seneca: 
If ſo be Perronius would have'given him an; 
injurious Charactery-it had been under the! 
Perſon of a Pedintick Philoſopher, rather: 
thanan impertinent-Poet. / Belides, *tis/a9 
it were impoſſible x&find 'any'agreement' 
therein. | - Sexecai was the Richeſt Man'of 
the Empire, 'and always commended P64 
verty: Enmolps,  Poct verylow in ths 
World, and inthe geſpair of his 'Fortunez 
he complained” of 'the' Ingratitude' of the 
Age; and found noothercomfortrthan that. 
bout weentic ſorar' eb paupertags'' Tf Senecs 
had: Vices, he conceaPd them with care ut- 
der: the; appearance of Wiſdotn:: — 
217 made 
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made a Vanity”of his, and” uſed his'plea- 
ſures with much Liberty, oo 
- 1don'rappreetiend then'upor! what Bey- 
villecould ground his Conjecture. -Bur'l 
am-deceived if all that Perronizs lays of the 
'Stile of his time, -of rhe Corruption of Elo- 
quence and Poetry, if the' controverſies ſem 
tentiis vibrantibus pifle , which offended 
him ſo much, if the warns ſententidrium 
Pitus, = herewith he dog th ſtoniſhed, 
doth not belongto Sexecca, 'if rhe perembages 
& Deorum yy Os. 464 oot relate 
to:the Pharſalia of Lucan” if the Encoini- 
ums, which he gives to Cid&r9,: Virgil and 
Horace, were not deſigned 1n contempt of 
the Uncle, and Nephew.._ Be. it. aSit 'will, 
to return to what appers to me concerning 
this Philoſopherj1 never read his Writings, 
without removing my ſelf from the Senti- 


 mentswhich h& wauld 1oſpire his Readers 


with. * Ifhe*4ttemprs topetfwade Pover- 
PA I long for his Riches; his Vertue 
frightens me; and the leftdefpogd-to'Vice 
would abandon himſelf to pleaſures by the 
deſcription;”which he givespfthem. *"Ina 
word, he ſpeaks much of Death, atd 
leaves 'me fuch Melancholy: Ideas; that-l 
go my utmoſt! endeavours not: to A 

1157 y 
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by.his Lefture,. The fineſt, things that I 
" find in his Works, are the Examples and 
Citations he mingles therein. As he lived 
11-4icurious Court, and knew a thouſand 
_ &inethings of all. Times, he-alledges ſame _ 
that are, veryagreeable, ſometimes of /the 
Greeks, ſometimes of Ce/ar, ' Auguſtus and 


__ Mrtenas, farafter all his Parts, and Koow- 


ledge were'infinite : But his/Stile has--no- 
thing thataflects me, his Qpiojons are too 
ſevere, - and *tis ridiculgys that one who 
lived inabundance; andwwas fo careful of 
himſelf; ſhould encourage.nothing but.Po- 
verty aod Death. * 1 
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I ff Ontegye has found much reſemblance 
"| 4 oe wage 4nd onY __ 
great Phi ; great'EnCouragers-bf 
Wiſdom arid Vertue, both. Tutors of Ro- 
man Emperors :- The one more Rich: and 
Elevated ; the other morc Happy. io the E- 

wa | | ducation 
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ducation of his Pupil. The Opinions , of 
Pluterch ( as the ſame Montagne affirms ). 
are more {weet and, more agreeable to So- 
ciety : He thinks thoſe of Sexecs more. fo- 
lid, but I, more rough,. more '{evere. Plu-: 
tarch ſweetly infinuates Wildom , and: 
would render Vertue familiareven 1a Plea- 
_  fures. - Sexecs brings back all Pleaſures to 

Wiſdom, and efteems the Philoſopher on-. 
ly Happy. Plutarch, natural, and firſt 
perſwaded, - eaſily -perſwades others: The 
Spirit of Sexeca oppoles it ſelf, and encous 
rages at {elf to Vertue, and as if it were to 
him a ſtrange thing, he takes pains toex- 
ceed himſelf. As for the Stile of Platarch, 
having no Experience 1n Greek, I cannot 
make a certain Judgments: But I will ac+ 
knowledge to you, that amongſt the Trea- 
tiſes of his Morals , there's a great deaf 
which I cannot comprehend, whether it 
be through the great difference of things 
and manners of his time, 'from thoſe of 
ours, or that they are really. above my lit- 
tle underſtanding. The familiar Spirit of 
Socrates, the Creation of the Soul, the Cir- 
cleof the Moon, ,may be admirable to thoſe 
that underſtand them. 1 will contels:to 
You Tngenioully;thar I don't apprehend the 

| | Beauty 
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Beanty of them ; and if they' are wondee-: ' 
ful, *ris a wonder that's __ my Capa-: 
ciry. One may judge by the good Words 
ofthe Ancients, which he hath left us, by 
is Sayings which he hath Collected with 
o much Care,by his long Table Diſcourſes, 
how much he was taken'with Converſe. 
In the mean time, whether it were that 
there was but lirtle' of delicacy at thoſe 
Times, or elſe that his Palate was not very © 
exquiſite : He ſupports'grave and ſerious 
things with a great deal of good Senſe and 
Reaſon ; in things that depend purely upon 
Wit, he has nothing of ingenious, or. do+ 
hcate. | | 
© To ſpeakthe truth, the Lives of Illuftri. 
ous Mea is the Maſter-piece of Plutarchs 
and in my Opinion one'' of the Nobleft 
Works in the World. - You ſee there thoſe 
great Menfſet in publick view, and in'their 
retirements at home, yon ſee them in: the 
purity of their Nature, and in the whole 
extent of ation. One ſees therein. the 
Reſolution of Brutas, and that fierce an-' 
fwer to the evitGenius that ſpoke to him :- 
One ſees that there remained with him: 
in ſpite of himfelf ſore Impreſſion of this: 
Ghoſt, whictrthe reaſoning of Cafius w_ 
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much -ado to efface. A Jew days af EX 
er, and 
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one ſees him pit his Troops in ord: 
ive Battel lo ſucceſsfvlly 6n hisfide, and 
0 farally by the Error © iffies. One ets 
him try his Fortuge again, loſe the” Bat- 
tel, reproach Vertue ; and find more re- 
lief in deſpair, than with an _ungrateful 
Miſtreſswhom he had ſo wellſerved. 
There 1s a natural force in the Diſcourſe 
of Plutarch, which equals the greateſt 
actions; and *cis of him that one may pro- 
perly ſay, fatta diftis exequats ſunt : But 
e forgets 'neither the moderate, nor the 
common ones, and examines with Care 
the ordinary-ccurle of Life. As for his 


. . Compariſons, which Moztagze has found 


ſo admirable, they appear to me indeed ve- 
ry fine : But Pm of Opinion that he might 
haye gone further, and pierced more into 
the bottom of their Tempers. 

There are folds agd turniogs in our Souls, 
which he has avoided. Ie has judg'd of 
Man too much in | rang , and has not 
thought him ſo diftcrent as he is tro him- 
ſelf; wicked, vertuous, equitable, unjuſt, 
merciful, cruel: When a Man ſeems to 
be oppofite to himſelf, he attributes to 
ſtrange Cauſes. Ina word, if he Dye. 

| n 
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fined Catiline, he would have made him 
Covetaus, or Prodigal: That aliens appe- 
taps, [wi profaſus, was beyond his appre- 
henfion ; and he wotild never have diſco- 
vered thoſs contrarieties, which Saluf 
hath ſo well ſeparated, and which Moz- 
rage bimſelf-hath much better under- 
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JUDGMENT 
UPON 


|PETRONTUS, 
O judge of the Merit of Petronins, 

I will only ſee what Tacitas ſays 

of him ; and, without Flattery, he muſt 
have. been one of the moſt Gentleman- 
like of the World, fince he has obliged 
ſo ſevere a Hiſtorian, to-renounce his own 
Nature, and toenlarge himſelf with Plea- 
ſure upon the Commendations - of a''vo- 
luptuous Perſon. - Not but that a Luxury 
ſo exquiſite tended as much to the Delicacy 
of Genius, as to that of the Reliſh. ' That 
erwdito"luxu; that arbiter elegantiavdm, is 
the CharaRter of an Ingenious 'Politeneſs, 
far remote from the grofs thoughts of a 
Vicious Man : He'was not fo poſſeſſed of 
his Pleaſures, as to become 'unifapable of 
Buſineſs ;, and the {weetnels of his Life did 
F not render him an Baemy to Employment. 
He 'hid\ the Meritof-a Goverrour” in his: 
8 R Govern- 
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Gonorarapat of Bithynia, the Vertue of A 

Conſul” in his Confulſhip. But inſtead of 

ſubjecting his Life ro his Dignity, as do 

- the greateſt part of Men, and to. bring 
there all bis Troubles: and all bis Joys, Pe- 
tronius of a Spirit {uperiour to his Charges, 
centred them toi/himſelf ; and to explain 
my-ſelf after the manner of Mantag ne I 
did not renounge the Man, for the 
giltrate. As for his Death, after having 
examined: it: well,” cither 1 am, deceived, 
or it is the fineſt of Antiquity./. .In;thatof 
Cto,. I find, Trouble, and., even Anger. 
The, deſpair of the Afairs of the Repub- 
lick, the loſs of liberty, his Hatred to: 
Ceſar, much. aflited hus Reſplution, and: 
I know-;notif. his, 'rough Nature did not 
extend to. Fury, aga he tore Qut his owns. 
Bowels.: . , 

* Satretre dice, cruel, as A 4 Man, ach 
wiehy indifffgrence erigugh ': Yet he endea-; 
vqured. toafſure. biogelt of his. Conditiaa, 
in another; Life, ae did not:: He reaſon'd- 
thereak i with; his. Frignds:.cin- the. Priſon) 
without ceaſing, weakly enough; and 59 
9 All: Prarh ASA conkiderable pt [9 

Mewtil ew! 10 want 

\Potrentaralbgs hachhewed ſplinels agd, 
irons 1nhis) _—_ referentas | 
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; nihyl ae immortalizate 411me, c Phileſoph- 
rin plagitis,; [ed \levia canmina &: failes 
2. Op did got only 69. on in ping 
1nary. courſe, an;giving Liberty to Slaves, 
in, chaflifing F; 0g) * followed _ 
things that leaſe hun ; .and , his Soul 
the point. of 1o doleful Ibn day _ 
more touched wi A the ſweernehs and eafi- 
nels of Vexle,, than. all the $atimeats of 
Philoſophers... © pd" 
 Petranins,at, his Deathyleaves us nothiog 
bur an DE of Life, na Ts No 
Word, ng ks. the per. 
plex of, 2. Frag Pe gk LiSfor him 
hate Ys TALL dels ore ayGgand 
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gbad Manners have not fo great an Obliga- 
LY to him He is rather a nice Courtier 
that finds the Ridicule, than a publick 
Cenfſarer "that ties himſelf to blame Cor- 
ruption. And to' ſpeak truth, if ſo be Pe- 
#rontus had'a mind to keave'nsan Ingenious 
-Moral in the Deſcription of Pleafures, he 
had endeavoured to give us ſome diſtaſt 
thereof: but ?tis there'that Vice appears 
with all the Graces of the: Author ; *tis 
there he ſhews: with the'greateſt Care the 
agreement and Politeneſs of his Wit.  * 
Further, if he had hada Yefign to inſtru 
'us' by a way mire fine-andconceal'd than - 
that of Prece ve ſhould ar leaſt ſee ſome 
Example of Divine or Humarieſ uſtice-upon | 
_ Debauchees. So far is he from that;that 
e only honeſt Man that he introduceth, 
e Poor Licas, a Merchant of good Credit, 
fearin the Gods 'much-, miſerably -pe- 
=} ina bY :mpelt in the midſt of "thoſe - 
depraved Perfons, that argpreſerved. Eucal- 
pins and Girton embrace one _— to die 
more cloſely united 


durlt not interrupt their ea Fes | 

Tul Triphens faved her ſelf"in WI 
all that belonged to het:”" "Eumigl ws was 
little concerned at the danger, that he'had 


keiſure enough. to make 'an Epigramt': 


Licas, 
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Licas, the Pious Licas calls to his Gods in 
vain for Relief; and to the diſgrace of 
their Providence , the only Innocent pays 

' here for all the Culpable. 1f ſo be one 
ſees Excolpius ſpmetimes in his Afflictions, 
they don't proceed from his Repentance. 
He kill'd his Hoſt, is a Fugitive, there's no 
ſort of Crime, which he has not commit- 
ted ; thanks to the Goodneſs of his Con- 
ſcience, he lives without Remorſe : His 
Tears, his Lamentations have a very dit- 
ferent cauſe ; he complains of the Infide- 
lity of Gizos that abandons him, and his 
Deſpair is to imagine himſelf in the Arms 

' | of another, that: derides the Solitude he's 

\ | reduced to. 

| TJacent nunc amatores obligati nottibus totis, 

| & forfitan mutuis libidinibus attriti derident 

| /[olitudinem meam. 

All Crimes have happily ſucceeded to 

| him, except one alone, which indeed oc- 

caſion'd him a rigorous Puniſhment : but 

* | 'tis an offence, for which the Divine and 

_ | Humane Laws have not ordained a Cha- 

* | ftiſement. He had not anſwered well the 

|] Careſles of Czrce ; and in truth his Impo- 

'F tence'is the only Fault, which hath trou- 

| bled him. He confeſſes that he has failed 

* | ſeveral times, but that he never deſerved 

' R 3 Death, 


is UOpoh Petrofiins. 

Death, | except; 'on this Occaſion In a 
As withour tying my ſelf t6 the parti- 
eulirs of the whole e Story, he falls again 
into the ſame Critme';' 4nd ' receives the 
deſerved: ' Puniſhment with" a perfect 
Reſfiphation': / theti'he comes' to himſelf; 


and acknowledges rhe anger of the 
Gods. 


Hhlkſpontier ſeine 3 gravis ira , Pris. 


He laments the Sieiful Bhtare, whitkell 
he' finds himſelf.” 'Funcr4t#' eft pars” alli 
cofporis,' qud'quondem Achille} e am | Ari 
to recover his Vigviur, he purs himſelf in? 


to the Hands of a P  Prieficſ of© this: Ga 
with\ very gobd' Sentiments of Reffgid 


but” indeed, - the” dhly ones Heappears: ta 
have in all his adventures. ''T Wight fay* 
too, That the "En olpus is followed, 
by little *Childreh,--when'he *recites His 
Verſes: but when he cortupts His Scholat, 
the' Mother regafds him as a'Phitoſopher,, 

and Aying ini the' fame C oo the Fa 
ther don, rg ' hot: So ſeverely is Ridicule 
- Pubiſhed by Perjvaiss, and Vice happily 
Protected. "Jug by this, if Vertue has 
a6t ineed of atiother Orator, ' to be per- 
Faded. Tfincy he was of "the Opinion 


of 


Upon Petronius: G97 
of Botrs, That a Gentleman and Good . 
Manners don't agree together. . 


$4 ergo” Petrontum adimus, adimiis virun 
Ingenio vere aulico, elegantie arbitrum, non ' 
Je eptentic.. | 
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+ N E cannot doubt, but that _ 

wius had a Mind: 'to ſhew' the De- 
baucheries of i Ners,! and - that: this Prince 
-was the chief ObjeEt! of his Derifion :: bur 
t know wherker''the. Perſons he inrro- 
diices bs'-true, | of fiftitious ; whether he 
pives us CharaQters atcording to his fancy, 
or the ptopet' Temper of 'certain Perſdns , 
the chin 5 very difficult,”and one catinor 
elaſonably' be aſſured: of fit.» As forimie, 
Prexof Opiniony Thug there is no Perſon 
in Petrowins} who may not'in pengrab'a- 
gree with Nero; Under Trimelfivs iff ll 
probability he derides his ridiculous Ty 
wmificence, - and- the extrava off his 
Pleaſives |: oh Enmolpus ropreſchrs 0 to wb! the 
fooliſh 'Paſlion, wet | he | had -for" the 
"Theatre :''$4b nominibas exoletorwin, fe- 
"MH armmitae-,- (- HOUKAKE cajuſque fhaprs # 
Cle | R 4 flagitia 
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' flagitia., Principis- preſcripſit ; and by 'an 
agreeable Diſpolitzon- of different Perſons 
but imagined, he. touches ſeyeral Imper- 
tinences of . the. Emperour, and the uſual 
diſorder of his Life. datuka 
One might ſay, That Petroninus is very 
contrary to himſelf, ro blame the Magai- 
ficence of Banquets, and the ſoftneſs of 
ſome other Pleaſures ;* he that was ſo In- 
genious 1n the ſearch of them : Dum nihil 
amwepum & molle, - affiuentia pm as, nil qnod 
et Petronius: approbuſſer. For, . to Fen 
the truth, alchough the Prince -was of his 
own Nature, corrupt enough, ;ih the judg- 
ment of  Plutarth, "the Complaiſance of 
this Courtier, contributed much;-to caſt 
him.1nto all ſort -of Luxury. and Profulion: 
. In that; as in the moſt part of things in 
Hiſtory, one ſhould regard the difference 
.of .tymes.” Before, Nero let ;hiraſelf yield 
to' this ſtrange! ;abafndoning},;., no body 
was-ſoagreeable, to him, .as Petronius:; e> 
ven ſofar, as every thing paſted for grols, 
which had not his Approbatian.! 

' This Court was, as it were, a School of 
meditated Pleaſures, where all ;was ſub- 
{ervient to the Delicacy of, ſo !exquilite a 
Palate. I am even of Opinion, Thar the 
Politeneſs of our Author became pernicj- 

| | + ous 
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ous to the Publick, and: that he was one 
of the chief in Ruining ſome conſiderable 
Perſons, that made a particular Profeſſion 
of; Wiſdom and, Yertue, He preached up 
nothing but Liberality to an Emperaur al- 
ready Prodigal, ſoftneſs ro a voluptuous 
Man ; every thing, that had the Face of Au- 
ſerity, had to him a ridiculous Air, 
According. tomy Conjectures , Thraſeas 
had his turn, Helwidirs his ; and whoſe- 
ever had Merit without the Art of Pleafing 
was not troubleſome without Puniſh 
ment. In this manner of Life, Nere 
corrupted himſelf more and more, and as 
the Delicacy of Pleaſures came to yield to 
the:diforder of the Debauch, he fell into 
the extravagance of all Taſtes. Then T#- 
gellinus,' one that was jealous of the A- 
greements of Petronius , and the advan- 
tages which he had over him in the Sci- 
| ence of Pleaſures, attempted to ruine him, 
quaſp adverſus'emulum, & Scientie volupt a- 
tum potiorem. It was no difficult thing 
for him to do ; for the Emperour, aban- 
doged as he was, could no longer ſuffer 
{o curious a Witneſs of his Infamies ; :He 
was leſs troubled through the Remorſe of 
his Crimes, than through a ſecret Shame 
which he felt, of his groſs Plealwres, __ 

| E 
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he remembred the Deliccy of 'thin ifaſes: 
Petronius on tiis/fide had 74 'Teſs di 7 


and I believe, that in -the 'time of 

. private Diſcontents, he compoſed chat In- 

genious Satyr, which 'we have bit un 
happily miſr repteſented. EQIDO1-1 TU 

_ © We ſee in' Tacitus thenbiſe of his Dif: 
race, and” that at lerigeh) by 'the'Con\ 
ſpiracy 'of Pifo, the Friendſhip of” Seth 

mus WAS thepretenteof his b6ks. © 
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Piers is admirable! ehiohatobrogs 


ii-the purity of his Sty — hydra; nc 
bs BockuiGles- but Miſe *WH;oN vb 
ſurpriſes me;iFthar great enitein piving 
us" "ingenioully 12t forts *6f 'ChataAr's. 
Terence is pkrhrifis the Author of Antiqui: 
ty, that enters beF into the" Nature of Pero 
ſoris. But find this: to-fay;, that%hs | 
has''too littls extent } and his whole Tel 
tent'is conffra&# irt | pink Serane #fid 
Olly Men, 7 Covetons Part, a Debitiich- 
&d Soti;'a SHve "t6-fpEwk" p properly. - Be< 
hol4 how fa 6xtitds'the"'eapacity of 'Te- 
rence] You mult expeRt from Third me 
Gallan- 


had 


ot Come 
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Gallantry, nor Paſſion, nor the Thoughts, 
nor the Diſcourſe of a Gentleman. Perro- 
pins, who had an Univerſal Wit, finds the 
Genius of all. ,Profeſſigns, and frames him- 
ſelf as he pleaſes, to a Thaiiſand different 
Natures. If ſo, be he; introduceth.; a De- 
clamier , 'he praiſerh. o-well his Air and 
his Style, that one would ſay, he had uſed 
to declaim, all his Life. Nothing exprel> 
ſeth more; naturally the diſorder of a.De- 
bauched Life, . than the Quarrels of Eucol 
pion and Acyltos upon ,.the Subje&t; of 


iton. 


* © Quartilla, doth not ſhe repreſent; ad- 


mirably thoſe proſtitute, Women! Quyarym 
fic accenſa libigo, . ut "od High peterent, V170S, 
quam peterenan, Fl Marriage of Youge 

iton, and. Innocent Þ ni, doth ox 


- 


give us the Image of an accompliſhed; Wan- 


- 


tonneſs ? BET A343" (ER 
All that can make a Hot. ridiculouſly, 
magnificent in Banquets, , .a falſe delicate, 
an impertinent,. you have at.uadoubtedly 
at the Feaſt of 7 r:maition,.... 

_ Enmolpus ſhews 1s the folly which Nero 
had.jor the 'Fixcatre, and his-vanity, .toyre- 
cite his own.xgrks ;,, and you will obſerve 
in paſſing by fo many Nohle Yerles,which 
he makes an i!! uſe of, that an excellent 

"+ Poet 
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Poet is for the moſt part an irregular Man. 
In the mean time as' Euco/ptioy, to repreſent 
Eumolpus a maker of Fantaſtical Verſes, 
doth not ceaſe to find in his Phyſiognomy 
ſomething of greatneſs, he judiciouſly takes 
care not to ruine the Idea's which he gives 
us of him. Thatinfirmity, which he has 
in making Verſesout of Seaſon, even in 
vicinia mortis, his fluentneſs in re ng 
his Compoſirions in all places, and at all 
times, anſwers to his ridiculous Beginning : 
Et ego, inquit, Poeta ſum, & ut ſpero, non 
hamillimi ſpirits, fs modo aliquid corenis 
credendum eſt, qias etiam ad imperitos gra- 
tis deferre ſolet. | | 

His knowledge general enough, his ex- 


traordinary ARﬀions, his expedients in un- 
lueky Encounters, his Reſolution to ſup- 
port his Companions in the Veſſel of Licas, 
thoſe People he brings in at Crotona, ſo a- 
precably courting of Old Men for their E- 

ates after their Death, have eds ſome 


agreement with * what Exzco/pion had pro- 
. miſed ro himfelf; Senex  canus exercitats 
wultus, & qui videbatur magnum aliquid pro- 
mittere. | | 
There 1s nothing ſo natural as the Per- - 
ſon'of Crifss, none of our Confidents come 
. near her; and without mentioning her 


firſt 
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firſt Converſation with, * Polienos, that 
which ſhe tells him of her Miftreſs upon 
the affront ſhe received, is of an inimita- 
ble ſimplicity : Yerum enim {atendum 
eſt, ex qua. hora accepit injuriam, apud ſe 
non eſt | 
Whoſoever has read Juvenzl is well e- 
nough acquainted with .;mporentia matro- 
#arum, and the ill humour it puts them 1n, 
Si quanao vir aut familiaris thfelicius cum 
ipfis rem habuerar. But there is no body 
but Perronius that. could have deſcribed 
C:rce, ſo Beautiful, ſo Voluptuous and fo 
Gallant. | 
Ezothea, the Prieſteſs of Priapus, ra- 
viſhes me with the Miracles ſhe promiles, 
with her Enchantments, her Sacrifices, her 
Lamentation upon the Death of the Sa- 
cred Gooſe ; and the manner of her Pa- 
cification, when Polie#os makes ' her a 
Preſent, wherewith* ſhe might - pur- 
chaſe a Gooſe and Gods 'too, if ſhe 
thought fit. | 
Philumena, that honeſt Lady, is not leſs 
ood, who, after having ſpent ſeveral E- 
ates "inthe Flower of' her Youth, and 
Beauty, Coriing to be Old; and by conſe: 
quehce'unfir for all Pleaſures, endeavoured 
to continue this fine Art by the means of 
-— her 
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her Children, , whom, © introduced with 
a Thouſand Noble Diſcourſes to. Old Men, 
that. had it not., In a, word, there is no Na- 
ture, gq Profeſſion, which Petronixs doth 
| not admirably - purſue. the Genius of, He 
is2 Poet, wn "_ rator, he is a Philoſo- 
her, at his pleature. _ . 
n As. for his arg I find i in K 0p an a- 
 greeable Force, 2 natural Beauty, Natura 
7 pulchritudine carmen exurgit, -- 
1 kngw not if by am deceived ; " butin 
: my ' Opinion, Lucretius has nog lo affeting- 
ly treated of the matter of Dreams, as.Pe; 
frontns. | 


Sannls, que mentes lu nt volitantibus unbris, 
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rrantes animas, V altte cure, 


Mertalis 0 ſic perire caps. 


What, a Night, 0 good Gods ! What 
Warmth | Whar Kiſſes ! What Breathing ! 
What mixture of Souls in thofe hot and 
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treat of the ſame things in a groſs man- * 


ner ; and if ſo be any one could find-the 
ſecrer of covering what's obſcene in” a 
Language like his, PIl anſwer for the La- 
dies, that they would praiſe him for his 
Diſcretion. (0 PE 
| But that which Petrozius hath more 
particular, is, That excepting Horace in 
ſome Odes, he is perhaps the only Perſon 
of Antiquity, that knew how to fpeak of 
Gallantry. Virgil is afteting in Paſſions ; 
the Amours of Dido, the Amours of Or- 


phens and Ezuriazce have Charms and Ten- ' 


dernels : Yet there is nothing of Gallant, 


and the Poor Dido, ſo Compaſſionate was || 


+ her Soul, became Amorous of the Pious 
AEneas at the recital of his Misfortunes. 


Ovid is ingenious and eafie : Tibullus deli-" 


cate. In the mean time, their Miſtreſſes 
ought to be Learned. 
As they we, 2 Gods, Fables and Ex- 


amples drawn from the moſt remote An- | 
- tiquity, they always promiſe Sacrifices'; 


% 


and. I fancy that Monſieur ..... ; . leatrit 
of them the Method of burning Hearts 
in Offerings. Lucien, as ingenious as he 
is, becomes groſs ſo' ſoon as he ſpeaks" of 
Love, and his Courtezans have rather the 
Language of the Stews, than the Diſcourſe 

of the Bed-Chamber. As 


£ 
Sm — + —_ S—_ —— A a. 


Upon Pettonius —=%2g7 
As for-me, who am 2 great-admirer of 
the Ancients, I can't but reader Juſtice 
to our Nation, and. believe /for certain, 
that we have over them in this point a 
great advantage. *\And, withols ro- 
om, after - having examined this 
matter, I'do not know one- of theſe great 
Ce A 7 , Mice our 52 CK A | 
niſſa an onisba, Ceſar an 
ſpeak ''{o' gallantly 'of Love, as = 'G 
Feard them in our "Language. As much 
| 2s others come'below us therein,” o much 
doth Petr onins exceed us, We h 
Romance 'that ' a 'vsa H 


vg as 

Letters of" Circe "and Politnos ; arid 
al the a -adventure,' hether' in the ma- 
magemment-, 'or 1n "the Deſcriprions, hath 
a Character very much” above te- 
neſs of our Age. You may judge; inthe 
mean time, whether he could nicely treat 
of 2 [Noble Paſhon ; ' fince here *twas an 
affair” of 'two Perſons.” that at 'their firſt 
ſight' were” ro taſte the” urmoſt Pleaſure. 


as the Ep "ang 
ſo much"'of 'Gallantry as'the 


ui 
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That. B48 ought never."to be 
', Pgjting t #18 Friends, 
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the Ro Fo thereof ought to be honeſt, bt 

is till a traffick. He that hath. venture 

molt rhe ein, ought to reap the moſt. 

15 not permitted  to”intringe it, witho 
' comin 
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then every .one makes to himſelf a Ru 
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coming to an account;;* but where ate 
thoſe to be found, that aQ ſincerely,and 
don't put in the Balance the ſlighteſt 'diſ- 
pleaſure to counter-poiſe the ſervice of the 
greateſt weight ? | | 

Every one brags of his own Heart, tis 

a vanity Al-a-mode, you hear nothing leſs 
repeated , and that without” _ 
e 

of Acknowledgment, always 'commodi- 
ous for: him, but inconvenient for” his 


Friends. Tacztss has toldi'us the teafon 


of 'it ; 'tis that our own acknowlettts- 
ment 1s made uſe 'of at our own expence, 


and that 'of others to our :advantage\' 
_ ©:: He that: doth good, becauſe he' chinks 


himſelf obliged to do it; doth” it always 


'with att ill: Grace :: He looks: ypon* his 
Duty as a troubleſome Matter: He ſeeks 
. for occaſions to-free himſelf,and 


tro fhak#off 
2 Yoke, which he bears, with diſcontent. - ' 
.- . Fram whente it comes topaſs,  that'the 
Offices of theſe Perfons have' ſomething 6f 
a Langyuor inthem, which takes awwyal 
the Bloſſom of the! good they do us. Should 
you die with ſhame, you avuſt explain} tb 
ther all yorir .N xs ant explatir 
tham moregtianonce;, if fo be'you' 
have them yadecfitand'! yow i! you! =_ 
9197 I 2 pu 
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-puſhithem on continually by the Intereſt 
of their own-glory, and make level all their 
ways: Thew Hearts are always 10 a fort 
of i4etbargyz+ Stir them up;; they 4- 
wake for a nfoment, and afford-{ome token 
of Ivte*i i {ay no rhore to them, rhey re- 
rzirato their-fir& State.» 

Ontheotherftide;the Offices of t true Friends 
haye.ſamcthing :of-livelineſs, - which-al- 
- ways: precedes our Wants) and even pre- 
- Yents'our- very: Defires.: They find every 
'thing ealic ;:ohe/is ſometimes forced'to're- 
-taibghem, and moderate that heat; which 
carries them to-goodneſs ; "tis of ithemy one 
may, truly affirm, : That they think'to have 
dit: xe day,)r wherein they have done no 
{eryice for thoſe they love. 25:1! 


-[;{ Bat:-Hongur; : which AGuilech, it Hf 
under the:nametof Friend{kip,; is nothing, 
bj; Selflove;|-that' ſerves ir: felf-in the. 


Perſon; -it-makesan appeatatice'of ferving.” 
os 995 ons hos _ x rev motive, 
ces ta do in oN oniy! td, 
phone jo reaſe of his! Reputation. 1 ef 
tar,” wheathis 'Witnelfes ute gone; Fig! 
= —_— —— to! {ee '6 hols. 


a wa zitis a rom thae;gives Als, 


pandipays this'Þris 


hut to God; only to Inns upor Men, / ©! ; 
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Maxim. - 267 
There are yet other Friends, whoſe only 
Profpett is their own SatisfaQtion ; 'thisT - 
ternal Law', which they Tay upon'then- 
ſelves, makes them faithful and generous : 
but there is'in all their ARions a ſtiff regy- 
larity, that puzzles thoſe whom they ob+ 
lige. ' They do all things by weightatd 
meaſure. *Þ's' a Misforrane to him that 
has .need'of their Service, when they think 
to have accompliſhed their Duties. © © 
Provided they have nothing - to reproach 
themſelves with, the” Misfortune 'of ano- 
ther doth not affe& them; on the other 
fide they would be' concerned, that it was 
ended ſo foon. They | continue it forne- 
times for 'the' continuance 'of their,own 


; Glory. | They rejoice;''they triumphin ſe- 


cret-: for a diſgrace ,” which! gives' them 
an: occaſion: of | ſhewing- themſelves” in- 
ſtead of ſearching the 'moſt ready © rnezhs 
to affift-you,” they ſearch' the mofRtipnal 
row to: make: — : oy 

ways make a'Figure, as they go; 'and, it 
a pu arh they look-wpen ehete Friendel'as 


_ Vitims:izdevoted: 'to; thei Reputirion! 


To;ſpeak the Fouy, theſe. Perſons lovend- 
thing but themſelves ; and if oy fer 
af6kR 0 

kelg- 
You 


QpinionJtharthey deſerve no-acknow 
icy FE; 


ments !:!> 
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Yon fee others paſs their lives in For- 
malities, and Complaiſance'; they won't 
ſo. much as pardon you a Ceremony. 
Thelſe are the Firſt Men of the World, to 
comfort one upon' the Death of a Father, 
or. to make offers of - Service, after the 
Sword is drawn : Is the danger paſs, 
Be put themſelves in Garriſda with you, 

AG 8 gc in their attendance, - as 


own \ may very umportunate wich thoſe 
that are indebted to them. 


One muſt acknowledge that theſe con- 


ſtraints are extreamly troubleſome to a Free 
Soul. . There is no- good turn that is not 


purchaled too dear at this Price' 5 There is 
no Misfortune worſe, than that of 
{erved afterthis manner ; To love 
ooy4 obliged £9 it,,;i$ not to-love.) ©." 
'; {8 (he mean time, th _ Friendſhips 
& ur on nour Or Dus, 
have. hoe Ending uy or Troubles 
them, thoſe are; made- by 
the: OR of . Humoursand'Con 
_—_ n of Pleaſures, are very _—_ 
; Sine. a, Man,is famagazns diſiuſded 
wich, hiaſelf,.? "wa mare - 250! 8 
w__ d1 guſted 
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diſguſted with others. The end of Fiiend- 
ſhip depends leſs upon our will, than'the 
beginning. | Thervis'ns'$y mparhy46;pers 
fe, that is «/ not tixed with=Btne/ core 
trariety $0 no- agfeemeht, that! Woldoi'an 
eternal Familiatit oy The noble Pains 
become 'ridiculous in growing»old.) The 
ſtrongeſt” Friend(hipe” decipndvahe che 
time'z- every day makes+ a -Breadhs there- 
if1, 'One 1s for going immediacely! fo 


, faſt, that he's out- of breathi' igthe enidſt | 


of his Journey. He wearies Hino, 'and 
wearies: others. (UNEAINUI 
Afﬀer all fays a Fickls Frignd( Pri8:a2vety 
tireſotne buſineſs to 'bealwayshinting/t6 
the ſaine Perſon, 1 fove you» Noe 
cornes iriear the Vexation, "chark too 
faſt Paſſion!  oocafidas. It is" inieobadbed: 
to endeavour t0 __ his diſtiſte} —_ 
bout to' entertain Corte 4 Eetters 
become inſipid | Crave Kana 
ack Lover rw ll oh. connte 
e ex rrering 
to oy = the Foul-&@Tth& Serge Wearber. 
There is not that fih& Gonws in ow that 
nd nl ener thre -is: not> that 
fe Popierodguns | 
'The taſte-of the wo 1/ 
=_ we" blianged-thien ot al t: 
S 4 Whikh 


i 264 Maxi. 


-{{When the ſole Intereſt-of our Diverſions 
farms 'the Knot of Friendſhip, Abſcnce, 
_ Employmeats, Diſorders of Life, may 
; rally -break it, or at-lealt untie the ſame. 
The pkw Delights which are enjoyed with 
newt) Frignds, -efface the remembrance of 
paſt Contentments. ; The (firſt Pleaſures 
of: cach«Engagement, have ſomething of 
{harpaels; that excites the deſire to engage 
at {6lt-paose. . As foon as they - become 
More ſolid,; they are fatiated. | 
' Whirefore:there is go reaſon to reproach 
Inconſtancy, as a very great evil; it is no 
moyen:; the power 'of certain Perſons to 
Jove;ox-net-to-Joye,.ithan tobe in health, or 
auitjetiarder.. All-that one can reaſonably 
demand fron: Fickle,Perſons, is ingenu- 


ys 3 7 IO ene Levity, and not 
twi45d& Treaſon to Inconſtancy. _ 
For! 1t happens but: too - often, that the 


beſt, eGabliſhed: Kr; ps, .;;the: moſt 
 flnic4 Conkfidences,] infenſibly flacken. We 

areth blame to exchaigs againſt Ingratitude, 
andtg'f&gry; thoſe that deſert us 3 we are 
{aneumes glad, tat they give us an Ex- 
nol jp ley 51We ſeek a Quarrel, we 


leem;to be; angry; toithe end! of: finding 
Jome! | Pee it our ſelves at{liberty : 
But ſuppoſing |it;;were'a real Anger, Pere 
21 M017 We ps 
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haps it is not their fault, it-may: be 'tis our 
own. :; which of us hath a right to judge 
of it?..;/That which we call..a|Crime of 
the Soul, is very often a defett of Nature, 
God was -not pleaſed to make us Perfect 
enough to be always amiable ; why ſhould 
we delire then to be always loved * ;\< 
Without doubt we took more. care at the 
beginning to conceal our Imperfettions'; 
our 'Complacency held the place of. the 
greateſt merit; we enjoyed the Graces of 
Novelty .; theſe Graces reſemble a certain 
Flower, . whiclt the; Dew diſperſes upon 
Fruits ';- there ars-but few Hands :dextrous 
_ h-to gather them, without ſpoiling 
One muſt acknowledge then, that even 
the beſt Men find in the. ſtrongeſt Unians, 
Interyals: of heavineſs .and | weakanels, 
whereof they. know. not always:the cauls : 
This weakneſs, i when it-is nat ſupported, 


_ paſſes at length toithe Deathiof Friendſhip, 


if ſo be Honour comes not to its, Re» 
{cue. no. 

*Tis Honour, that labours ſometimes to 
hide the defeCts of the Heart, that plays the 


- Pecfopiof Tenderneſs, that faves appear- 


ances for ſome time, till the Inclination 
is awaked, and retakes its former vi r. 
I don't 
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I don't mean that Formal- and Ceremiani: 
ous Honour; that conlifts 'm' nothing! but 
Rules and ridiculous Looks, that tales 4- 
way all from the unfotcunate, as far as an 
opportunity to complain, 'and whoſe Ty: 
ranny becomes ſometimes more inſupporta- 
ble, than Infidelicy it (elf. : 
-'T ſpeak of a true reaſon, that agrees with 
the -ImperfeQions of our Nature, that 
helps: them the beſt it can, that's an Ene- 
my to AﬀeQation, that aims at good, for 
_ the ſake 'of 'pood alone, and far remote 
froth all the Evaſions of Self-love ;- that*s 
always ready to perform a Kindneſs, ard 
thinks never to have done- enough ;' that 


doth not applaud it ſelf, nor ſeeks: for the 
Applauſe of the World:-- aQ - 
::"It is certain then; tharrtheſe two Qua- 
lities ſtand in-need-of 688 another, and 
that-if Honour withom-Friendſhip-is dif- 
aprevable, Friendſhip,'that- is not fup- 
Mtred by Hentout y'is! never. well aſl 


y ; 


{hred, 


Obſervations wifonthe Maxim. -267 


_ th 4. 3 dt gt ——. _—_ 
 — _C _ bY 'Tif 


OBSERVATIONS 
+ :;UP ON, THE 1 
MAX T1.M:; 
1.2. » Which ſays, 

One ought to deſpiſe Fortune, 

and not care for the Court. 


T is more- difficult to perſwade this 

Maximy [than the' reft.. They that” 
receive Favours, even they that have. but 
fimple' Pretentions, lzagh' at a Notion ſo 
contrary to theirs. 

- Lconfeſs, that it is' not cafie to believe, 
th at Reaſonable Men would rake this 
Opinion Univerſal : F fanſie they had no 
other deſign thin Tele to the Unfortu- 
nate,-anhd to cure fi Minds of att unpre- 
firable Diſquier. E300 

In thiscaſe T eafmiot. cont them; if 
'ris-permitted' toy'\cala Miſtres Ungr Hi 
aid 'Cruel; whey y hs hach fer 
without any effe&/; -'tis ſite 
able foe thbſs: ethic hk is have Seems 
Outrages from Fortune, to have the Pri- 


vilege 
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vilege of forlaking her,, and to ſeek, . far 
from the Court, a Repoſe which makes 
ſome, amends to them for the advantages 
which ſhe has denyed then: what injury 
is done her to return Dontchipe for Con- 
tempt *? 

I don't fiad it ſtrange then 1n this caſe, . 
for a Gentlemantodeſpiſe the Court : but 
I think it ridiculous for him. to. deſpile it, 
in hopes of making himſelf oured! 
It is "fine to af the: Philoſopher, but-this 
Philoſophy is/ to me ſuſpetted of Vanitv. 
I am not the Cully of thoſe Hypocrites at 
Court, that preach.to. others upon retreat, 

cannot perſwade themſelves that *is 
ah eſs. The. more. they; labour -to 
make a ſuitable appearance 10 their. Soli- 
; the. more,carneſt; is #hejx deſire of 

. altering their Stats. ,, / / 

They. don't {o much: as - axtend the call 
of Fortune : the leaft hope makes them, 
forget all their , Oarhs ; = caſt them- 
ſelves. = the _ = that Miſtreſs whom 
they. had exclaim'd againſt ;;-they: become 
te Se of thoſe egy, ,;-, whom 

ad beaven 90 and their,'falſe Con 
nt no 9ther. uſe;; chan co render 
” {Change 2s 1 mAre x5 Comrade olds 
1J S113 2v£1: © { mon! 2: 463210 
we "They 
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They return to the Court, like Perfons 
of another | World ; their Habits, rheir 
Air, their' Language, 'are'no more A/-4- 
mode ; *they pals for'Strangets in their 
own Country, and: for * ridiculobs Per- 
ſons amongſt the -youtig Courtiers. There 
ts no Patience which! rhey dong't pur” to 
the extremity, with'their Tales of” Anci- 
ent Times, and their''Stories of the Old 
War. They give Eeffons to all'Comers, 
both of "'Miktary © Diſcipline , and fine 
Gallantry.' They put forth upon” All oc- 
caſions cold Ralleries 'againſt Flaxen' Per: 
[riwigs #fid*wide Pantaloons. Too happy, 
provided you hearken' to them,” and-make 
an appearance of ng Credit to them: 
but the ' thanks which you receive, 
are not worth the tirefomenels they ' give 
aq 7 Us 91% 4503 050% TRpIPE 
: There/are others, that are not leſs diſ- 
pleaſing, to me; they -are thofe; ' who 
cart kave the Court,'aqnd yet are vexed 
at every thing which 'paſſes there; 'who 
intereſs* themſclves' in the” diſgrate,of the 
moſt indifferent -Perſohs,” and who find 
fatik with the Preferment' of their own 
" They Bk og, 4b ijullics"WPth 
' They look upon, as an injuſtice, all the 
_ Good and Bad thav "done to _ : 
Ot 
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doth not ſuffice to , merit the, being Happy 
to avoid their Envy :. but to be Unhappy, 
juſt ſuffices to attratt their Pity, 

In the mean. nome, if you hearken to 
theſe Perlons, hey talk to. you of nq- 
thing but Conſtancy, Generofity, and 
Hapgur : and in every one they ſay, 
there's, always ,a : melagcholy Air that 
makes: You. {ad, inſtead of atfording you 
ſome Cond ort- ... They .meet; with a cer- 
rain Pleaſure in Complaints, which makes 
nl to, be bh obliged Rad he for thew 

y, neyer State well 
Gone, they favour no; Perſon, 
they Per de y £0 ary \ Their 

Ces 1085 3 4 


EQ 
| Pry 
oh iT ML tenth x he nd his th- Fa- 


di In a word, x ano are ill Cour- 
tiers, 11} Thulolophers, . and very,unprofita- 
ble Friends. | oe, 

They . are unzapable of. the, 6 of 
a 'Tumultuous Life, rey can's 


Repoſe. of a Re ilqui 
toſſes them up ang gc wa, as pale 
x gothing- ;. Like, tho (tha Fravel 10.3 


is the error of their Imagination 


ments them; more, 
wh child do;. eb Neg Ck 
reamt 
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dreaqt all their Life, they.,find them» 
(glves as little advanced the laſt Day, as 
they were the arlt, 

We-are nat-jn-A, time to form againſþ 
the Govergment. . He that: Rules 3s no 
leſs © above. Cenſorious Perſons, - by - = 
Wiſdom of - his-Condu&, than by the 
Majeſty. of -his * Rank. In. trath , tis 
a. :Mjsfortune for. the Peevith, Courtic 
Uh. AT no Miniſter in, hen. Prof olpefh 
;FNgAT t Jang as. a pregence;; for, their | 


Cahbals. 


t aſt; Intrigue js. no 
Cabos, _—_ hughs-at cok 
that ;ciſcommend... 1 Ws ans nothing. 
there, b MR ke | 
UC 
wha.can's be eh to thejr 
IE of 
pitying | FRA eternally, ; 
in ts vever place yqu g6,,you ought 
bled of UP finding the, :Worldcom- 
.of Penn, the' ons 
r Feir Bo OYmMEnts, 4 other con- 
Ir 
Ce how the epoc ge of the mi- 
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Titereſt alone is 'an infallible bait to pro- 
cure their Confidence, Compaſſion is of 
go . uſe therein, they are. hardened by a 
long -experictice agairft "the Miſeries' of 
others, and © have preſerysd nothing of Ly 
.  Tenderneſs, but for 9-07)+—wg | 
"Thoſe- that give therhſtlves up entirely 

to their Diverſions, have ſomething more 
of Humanity, and” ate more familiar: 
Their Miſtreſfes, their Confidents advan- 
tage themfelvs- by the follies which _ 
By ther. © Their Soitls*are more of 

their Condu& more 'nicertain': af 
Hon always*earttes them beyond Ftiend- 
ſhip'; che&y"166k ' upon the. Duties'/of 
Lite, as” ai 4rrfu; ble burthen.”'''To 
live lng with them,*'you muſt follow 
the © of their - e, confide' but 
liethe® in them; and kri6w/ their Mitids” 'as 
= as Og os fd 

eateſt Art*confifts in knbwigg | 

wall IE en ſorts of Perſons. As: long 
as-you are engaged in' the' World,” you 
muſt compl ig... its MN, uſe 
there'is no Raney more uit fitable, | 
the Wiſdotn- of "hee, who” Ne] br 
formers of 'the Age, {47 © + 42631009 
*Tis #*Perſon rhat'one coat lod 
preſent without oFendinghis Friends, and 
rendring 
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rendring himſelf ridiculous : there is no 
Life chaſt enough to afford' this privilege, 
when Employments do not allow it. 

In the mean time, the moſt part. of 
theſe Reformers have their 'Proſpefts, 
their. Intereſts, their Cabals : one. may 
well exclaim: againit them , all that is 
aſſerted of them at Court and upon the 
Stage, doth . not move them ; if they 
find one Paſſage ftopt, they re-enter at an- 
other. Proteus had leſs variety of ſhapes, 
than theſe, Perſons have of Air and Lan- 
guage. ;.Hearken to their Remonſtran- 
ces, you ſhall - have them immediately 
tor Maſters ; Give no attention. to them, 
they become your Enemies. The moſt 
ſecure way. then, 1s to- avoid their Con- 
verſation, ' ito have' always | before our 
Eyes, that theſe Reformers' have been 
Men like us:, and-are-ftill, for: all the 
Figure they make , ' 'and . perhaps 'more 
than we. As long as Fortune ſtmiled up- 
on them, they have enjoyed her Favours : 
are they fallen into any Diſgrace, they 
feek to raiſe themſelves, a6 pi them- 
ſelves forward by a Reputation of Iritegri- 
ty. They ibecome : Perſons of- Quahty, 
juſt as Wznton Girls become Wiſe. Old 
Age too haſtily advanced,. brings Re- 

F: morſe 
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morle with Wrinkles ; Frauds 'and Kna- 
very: are of no more ulſe,,.Cullics are un- 
deceived, Diſgrace. approaches, 'one is at 
a . lols how to' behave himſelf, The 
World is a Comedy,, every Comedian 
plays his part therein - but there is no- 
thing ſo unbecoming as to ſhew himſelf 
when *tis ended, and to come and 
cenſure thoſe, that | remain ' - upon the 
Stage. 

To what purpoſe is it, to hate in ano- - 
ther; the -Fortune they ſeem to 'negle& 
for themſelves? if they would haveit be- 
lieved, that they have quitred it, why do 
they pretend to find fault with others for 
purſuing the ſame? * - 7 

Their Averſion is tied to: thoſe, that 
ſtand for Favours, their envy:to thoſe that 
obtain them , and. their Animoſity to the 
Perſons that diftribute them.: And -to have 
their eſteem, or their friendſhip, -one muſt 
be dead, or atleaſt very miſerable. 

I know that a Gentleman is always to 
be pitied in Adverſity, and that a Fop is 
always to be deſpiſed, whatſoever Con- 
dition. he 1s. in, But to hate Favourites 
through the ſole hatred of Favour ; to 
love rhe. miſerable through the fole:Con- 
ſideration of their Diſgrace, is a very = 

orr ' 
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ſort of Condutt , incommodious to him- 
ſelf, inſupportable to others, and ways 
prejudicial, 

Notwithſtanding, the diverſity of mids 
Jſhews all theſe different effets in the Life 
of Courtiers.- 

We have aid, there are Perſons enough 
at Court, that break with: their Friends 
at the very moment, when ſome diſorder 


thappens/ to'them ; who have 'neither 


Frieadſkhip, nor. Averſiob, but what is 
meaſured by Intereſt. Whoſoever' is not 


uſeful to them, never wants Defe&s; and 
-he that is in a State of ſerving them, is £N- 
"dowed xith alt PerfeQtions. 


There are' others, who don't content 


themſelves with deſcrting the unfortunate, 
they inſylt' over thera even in the -mis- 


fortune :;'ehe'more humility they ſhowin 


fla Favourites, 'the- taore fierce chey 
c rurwee injure that are fallen 4ALO 


{ome Diſgrace, 
To ſprak'the truth;' if the cmoreſinels of 


rhole, who ſtorm againſt Fortune cont!- 


nually, is extravagant, the Proſtitutionof 
thoſe who' Sacrifice 'to her- even as Far as 
their Friends; is infanigus, > e 
»'Phere is an- exa& Situation between - 
Baſeneſs and Falſe Generoſfity ; 'there-4s a 
F:2Y true 
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' true Honour that Rules the Condu® of 
Reaſonable Perſons. It is not diſallow- 
able for an honeſt Man to have his Am- 
bition and his Intereſt ; but he muſt fol-. 
low them by lawful means. He may 
have Art without Subrtilty, Dexterity 
without Deceit, and Complaiſance with- 
out Flattery. When he 1s a Friend of 
the Favourites, he enters agreeably into 
their Pleaſures, and faithfully into their 
Secrets: -if they happen to fail, he par- 
takes of their Misforrunes, as-well as he did 
of their Favours. | 

The ſame Spirit that knew how to pleaſe 
them, can give them comfort ; He makes 
their Miſeries leſs troubleſome, as he ren- 
dred their Pleaſures more agreeable ; he 
manages his Service ingeniouſly without 
ſtaining his Fidelity, or injuring his For- 
tune; he- ſerves more conveniently _ for 
himſelf, and more to the advantage of his - 
Friends. 

Oftentimes he is leſs diſcouraged, than 
thoſe who ſeek their own glory in affiſting 
others, who aim at nothing but to re- 
commend themſelves by Marks of Con- 
ſtancy, and who prefer the noiſe of a good 
AQtion before the good of thoſe whom 
they oblige. i4 ; 

O 
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Of theſe two ſorts of Perſons, the one 
make an appearance of being at a diſtance 
from the unfortunate to the end of ſerving 
them the better, the others run after them 
to be their Conduct, Whilſt the firſt con- 
ceal themſelves, and only think how to 
relieve the afflicted, the others love no- 
thing ſo much as to exerciſe a cruel and 
 imperious Generoſity, and to inſult oyer 
thoſe, that ſtand in need of their Credit. 
T have gone too far in this Diſcourſe, I 
go to conclude by the Opinion one ſhould 
ave of Favourites. | 
Methinks their greatneſs ought not to 
dazle our Eyes ; in our Souls we may 
judge of them, as the reſt of Men ; to 
eſteem them, or undervalue them accor- 
ding to their merit, to reſpe& them or de- 
al them according to the good or ill they 
0 to us : never to be wanting 1n the ac- 
knowledgement that's due to them,to con- 
ceal caretully the diſpleaſures they give us: 
and. when Honour or Intereſt would carry 


usto Revenge, to reſpeCt the. Inclination 
of the Maſter inthe Perſon of the Enemy. 
Not to -confound the publick ' good with 
our .own, and never tomake a Civil War 


of a particular Quartel. 
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To deſpiſe them, ' to hate them, theſe 
are free Motions fo long as they are kept 
{ecret : as theſe Motions are- in -vus, rhey 
depend upon us alone-; but 'when they 
carry us to things wherein the State is in-". 
volved, we owe to that an-accourit of our 
A&tions, and the Juſtice of - the State hath 
its Rights upot ſuch Criminal Under- 
takings. 


Man, that is defirous of lnow- 
ing all things, ks ignorant of 
 himſel}. 


AF OVU are become more unfotiable 
than you were, your Meditations 
have taken away your Pleafant Humour 3 
Study has ſomething of : dullneſs in it, 
which ſpoils the good Grace, which one 
ſhould have in- Converfation. - You: fay 
that thoſe Agreements, which proceed 
from the eaſineſs bf the Genius, ſcarce af- 
fe you any-more ;-but' withal, take*care 
that you loſe hor: with your Friends; what 
you think to gain with your fIf.-- + 1 + 


I know 


I know very well that your Employ- 
ment is ferious and important ; you defire 
to be fatisfied from whence you come, 
what you are, and what you ſhall be elfe- 
where, when you exiſt no more here. 
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— 


*Tis a deſign that appears very reafonable, - 


tt 15 everi-neceflary ; but you ought to ap- 
ply your ſelf to it with more Moderation, 
and by a better Motive than you do. Our 
{mall Improvement cauſes your Compaſſi- 
on, whilſt you are employed in an Aﬀair, 
which, according to your ſenſe, ought to 
be our eolitintiat bufigels. | 

--- But -telt'me, "I entreat you, can you 


imagine 'thar thoſe Philoſophers,” whoſe 


Works” you read with ſo. much Applicati- 
on,. have” found what you enquire after ? 
They hve: ſearchr it as you t6, Sir, bur 
they have ſcarchr it in vain. "_— 

" Don't ſuppoſe thac” the Ingenuous Per: 
ſons of the paſt' Ages Iived 'at Random'; 
your Curioſity has ben of all AgR.;.e 
moft. ſtupid © Men at this” time” have en- 


n'r be prevented trom making lomg Re- 
few 5 therein 3 no'Man' is infeaſible” 
an Intereſt fo general, and of fo” muc 
5 a T 4 Con- 
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Conſzquence; every one meditates there- 
on, but with little advantage ; Inſo- 
much that after having dreamt to no pur- 
poſe, one finds that it is Wiſdom to dream 
© noloager, and to ſubmit to, the ,Orders of 

Providence. ATH Kee 

The Author of Nature was nat pleaſed 
to let us be perfeQly acquainted: with our 
ſelves ; and among(t Jefies too curiousof 
knowing all, he has Eco us. to the ne- 
ceſfity.of knowing Iicarce any thing, and 
of being ignorant of our ſelves. 

He gives Life to. the Springs. of our 
Soul, but he conceals from, us the admi- 
rable. Secret. that makes, them . move ; 
and this' Knowing Maker reſerves to him» 
{elf che ſole intelligence of his Work, + _ .. 

He hath (Poe us, in the: midft of ap 
Infinity of ObjeQts, with Senſes capable of 
being affeQcd therewith : He has givea us 
Spirits that make. continual Efforts to .be 
acquainted with, them, Our Curioſity is 
raiſed to the very; Heayens ; we. obſerve 
the Courſe of the, Stars almoſt with as 


4 


much cxaQneſs,as the Motions of a Clock. 
Aſtronomers haye, certain Rules to fore; 
| tel Eclipſes Two Thouſand Years before 
, y,happen ; and;by che means of great 
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more perfe& every Day, they diſcover new 
Planets, and.determine the different Mo- 
tions thereof. In a word, they remark 
Spots in the Sun, and Irregularities in 
what God hath made moſt Regular in the 
World. . wo 

Although theſe things are much beyond 

us, 'they are not beyond; our Spirit ; but 
our Spirit is above it ſelf, and after it has 
comprehended the whole Univerſe, it can- 
not comprehend. it ſelf, but in adoring 
him that hath- made it ; and as ſoon as it 
Would know. it ſelf, it intrenches upon 
the Rights of its Creator. - 
TI have an Opinion, that - you will not 
approve of. I believe it notwithſtanding 
to be true enough : It is, That no Perſon 
has .ever well apprehended, |by the ſole 
Lights of Humane Reaſon, whether the 
Soul be Immortal, - or ſubjeQt to Corrup- 
tion, ' - | 

Tt is our Intereſt to believe its Immor- 
rality, but it is not caſie toconceive it : 
my :Intention'is not to go far into a regu- 
lar, Diſpute ; it were. neceſſary to- be of 
another Humour than I. am, agd to be 
better prepared; | Let us leave M. ; .. and 


M . ... to make whole Volumes by.their 


. - 
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lity of 'the Soul. The Examples of thoſe, 
whole precepts you "_ are to Me in- 
Read: of Proofs, and pertwade me more 
than all the Arguments of our DoQors. 

. *Tis not to be diſputed,. but that Socya- 
tes believed the Soul Immortal ; we ſee it 
in what remains of the Hiſtory of his 
Life ;and even the Thoughts which Plato 
attributes to him,- ſeem to confirm it. 'If 
ſo- be you are curious, notwithſtanding 
you will ſee that Socrates is'a Jeſting Per- 
{on that diverts himſelf with all-chings, 
and makes uſe, of reaſoning to ſhew that 
one cannot even know, what Reaſon is./ 
He takes every Party youll have him, 
. whether it be to defend -or attack. - With: 
the Evaſions'of his Arguments, andthe! 
Sophiftry of Logick, he puts probability iri 
the; place of truth, 'and dazles his Audi-" 
tors 4n ſuch a manner,.'' by''the various 
colours he gives to things, that he redutes' 
them to the being / no ' longer / able to 
diftinguiſh the Shadow from the Body : 
but in ſpite: of ' his nice Ralleries,-and all 
his Subterfuges, he! perplexes himſelf yery” 
often'in the: Coneluſions h&inifers, *and"i$* 
ſo-much -difſatisfied/ with himſelf, that he 


cears: off his''very-Hair/ and: 'Eye-lids- for- 
Vexation, becauſe 


he eould noting: Wn 
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he fought after, If you urge him to ſpeak 
ſincerely, he willtell you, That the: God, 
who hath named him the Wiſeſt of Men, 
gives him an Encomwunt that doth not be- 
long tohim)' urilefs he deſerves the name 
of the Wiſeft, that confeſſes he knows no- 
thing ; and that *tis impoſſible to know 
any thing;'' 

He willtell you, That the Demon; who 
inſpires him, '1s not enough informed of 
the news of the other World, to decide 
the Queſtion of the: Immortality of che 
Soul.  'He diſputes of it before his Judges, 
like a Perſon that deſires ir, and handles 
Annihilation as a Philoſopher that fears it 
nor. | | 
- 'Aﬀer having endeavoured to perfivade 
his Friends' in the Priſon, tis - plainly 
ſeen'thar he could nor affure himſelf there- 
of. - He ends his Diſcourſe with Doubts, 
and all his Arguments tend to avert from 
his Mind the Image of Death. 
"From whence, do you think, proceed 
the Contradictions which appear upon 
thar'SubjeR, in the Writings of Ar:fotle 
and Stpera?* 

''* As for' Ariftotte,' T have no deſign to cry 
down'his Doctrine, and: to ufe him as a 
Potſoner.' -1 believe, as well as you, 'that 


"ON it 


2$4Man that deferes to know all things, 
it-is a Calumny, and that the Romas | 
Emperor, whom you ſpeak of, was fooliſh 
enough in cauſing the Books of this Phi- 
loſopher to be burat, to revenge Alexayder 
above - Three Hundred Years. after his 
Death. But amongſt us, one is not. 
cautious of {a that he- is a Sophiſter, 

that ſeldom "= like an honeſt Maa : 
He. Bites and Flings ; he is Ungrateful to 
his Maſter, and Captious with his Diſci- 
ples. Heis a Dreamer, that fences with 
his own Shadow,. and makes Monſters 
ar himſelf to engage with. -, It may be 
E Is accuſed with R Reaſon, that when he 
pub his idle fancies, he doth like the 
Fiſh, that diſturbs the Water for fear of 
being | taken : he intangles himſelf in Ar-- 
guments, which he cannot-unravel.. He 
plays the Myſterious to hide his Doubts. | 
In a word, he ſpeaks like: the-Oracles to 
puzzle the world, and is puzzled: himſelf 
with his own Arguments, I fay aotbing 
heres but what others have ſaid before 
How many Fortunes do you think 
his Writings have run through:to come to 
us ? If you appeal to his beſt Friends, the 
greateſt -part . of the Works,. that /are. at- 
' tributed to him ,. .is not- hi own:--but 


Jlowing all that has. beea faid of him 
not 
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not to be true, you mult not believe, that 


at thoſe Privileged Hours' when Ar5fortle 
permitted none to come to him, bug 
ſome particular Perſons, he taught the 
fame things he delivered in publick. His 
Morning. Thoughts did not reſemble 
thoſe of the Evening. So ſoon as. the 
Coos: of - Cos —— _— that 
e tho himſelf at Li , he ſpoke 
wy ren nt -*Tis there he _ 
ledged much: more- clearly, than he doth 


in his Treatiſe of the Soul, that nothing 


is more. impenetrable than its Nature, 
its Original', and its Duration. Thus, 


.when Alexander was angry that he had 
publiſhed, ſome-Works, that he had com- 


poſed for-him alone : -Don't afflia _ 


{elf, anſwered this cunning Tutor ;, L 


e 
taken good order to prevent their - being 
comprehended ;. they ' are .not made to in- 
wy the preſeat Age , -but to exerciſe 
Poſterity. * nibF | | 

As for what relates to Sexecs, you will 


agree that he is a Braggadocio, that 
ſhakes for fear at the- proſpeQ of Neath; 


that he colle&s all his forces to aflure his 


 Countenaace, in the cutting of his Veins ; 


and that he ſpeaks as a Man, who is not 
altogether perſwaded of what he ſays. 
D Some- 


2$6 Man that de things, 
Sometimes theſe 4 tell uy 
wonders of the Reſidence» of the Gods, 
and the Ulrimate Bliſs : ſometimes they 
know not where to. harbour- them , and 
fay, Thatall chi angihilate in Death, a 
far as Death it{elf, Now ithey promufc 
themſelves Immortality , and! promiſe it 
to others. Now they turi it into Ridicwle, 
This is ſo true; 'that Arifbotl is expell'd 
Athens for an Atheiſt, and Sexcca laughs 
ata Divinity in the Deifyingof Claudius. 
Brom whence, do you , Proceeds 
this Diverſity "in their 'Opiziions? | It is, 
that they ate troubled with different Ideal 
of :preſent Death; » and farure-Life 5 their 
Soul uncertain upon the: bento. df 
*-£Hf, eſtabliſherthi on or overthiows _ 
ions, according as i it is ſeduced-by th 
foreft ' appeararices of truth) If oth 
hearken to theſe Talkers; they Udo their 
umrheRt to make you believe them. Aſſure 
your ſelf, Sir, that the moſt reſolute 4- 
monpit them-are'no more than 'Quacks, 
thit {wallow down the- Poiſon' with a bet- 
ter "Grace than "others, to. the'end of {el 
Img off their Drugs with more appla aule;' 
Epicarus  nadgkes an open Profefiion Hf 
putting the Sovereign vi in theScnſss, 
and teaches that all- things-ean gy 6 
them 
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them : notwithſtanding, doth he not ſeem 
in dying to contradit the Maxims, which 
he made Profeflion of during his Life ? 
He -makes his Will with all the Cautions 
of a Man , '*that's concerned at what 
will- happen {after him. Poſterity [has 
an- influence / upon - him, his Memory be- 
comes dear to- him, he cannot-wean him- 
ſelf: from the” Delights of his Garden, he 
flatters himſelf with the Reputation of 
his Writings, and recommends them to 
his Diſciple Hermachus, His Mind, which 
was ſo far engaged in the Opinion of An- 
nihilation, is atfeQed with ſome tender- 
neſs for himſelf, and lays up Honours and 
Pleaſures in another State, beſides that he 
goes to leave. 
.! Solomon, who was the greateſt of all 
Ro and the wiſeſt of all Men, ſeems 
to furniſh the Impious wherewith to fa- 
ſtain their Errors, at a time when he ad- 
viſes the good 'Men to remain firm in the 
loveof truth. 
"When he makes the Libertines ſpeak in 
Eccleſiaſtes, is it not plain that he appro- 
priates to Wiſdom alone the knowledge of 
our ſelves ? He forms all the Doubts, 
wherein for the moſt part Humane Rea- 
fon 4s perplexed ; he makes a downright 
Deſcripti- 


238 Mar that deſires to know all things, Þ 
Deſcription of his Irreſolution, his De- 
ſires, his Diſtaites, -his'Knowledge, his Ig-- 
norance ; and at length concludes that Eter- 
nal Wiſdom alone can diſentangle this La- 
byrinth ; that -we mult adore the Profun- 
dity of its Myſteries, and that the ſilence 
of a Wiſe Man, is of more value than the 
Arguments of a Philoſopher. | 
If any one ought to have been exempt 
from Error, :Doubt, Inconſtancy, it was 
Solomon: Notwithſtanding we ſee in the 
inequality of his -ConduQ, that he was 
weary of his Wiſdom , that he was 
weary of: his Folly, and that his Vertues 
and his Vices turn by tura gave- him 
new Diſguſts, Sometimes he enjoy'd his 
Life, as if all things went at -random'; 
ſometimes, he. brought back all: things, to 
Providence, and never ſpoke, with a firra / 
tone, but when Eternal Wiſdom made 

him ſpeak.  - 
Let the Philoſophers, let the Learned 
ſtudy, they will oftentimes find an Alte- 
ration, and now and then an abſolute gon- 
trariety in their Judgments. Unleſs Faith 
{ſubje&s our Reaſon, we-paſs. our Lives in 
Belief and Unbelief; in endeavouring to 
perſwade. our ſelves, and unable. to con- 
vince us: the aQivity of our Spirit gives 
us 
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us Motion enough, but its Lights are roo 
dim to conduCt us. 

The one amorous of themſelves help 
their Imagination to flatter them- 
ſelves, they think to\have' found what 


_ they ſeek for, 'they triumph. ſome time 


in their Error, but are undeceived in the 
end. 

The-others are vexed at their Ignorance, 
every thipg ſtops them, nothing fatisfies 
them; they debate -upon all Queſtions 
that . are- put to them : more unhappy 


'1n this than the former, in as- much as 


they have not the Wit to deceive them- 
ſelves. 

This is it, Sir, in my Judgment, where- 
in conſiſts the pureſt Wiſdom ; provided 
that one 1s always deceived, provided that 
one is puzzled with every thing that's dif- 
ficult, and that one'thinks of the future 
only to reap the more advantage of the 
preſent, provided at length thar one has 
reduced his Reaſon to diſpute no more 
upon - things thar God was not pleaſed 
to ſubmit 'to reaſoning, is all that one can 


. dedire. 


I not.only beheve with Selowon, that 
the ſilence of a Wiſe Man, in this cale, 'is 


of more account, than the Diſcourſe of a 


ww Philo- - 
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Philoſopher, | but I. efteem- the: Faith of a* 
ſtupid Peaſant, more than all the Leflons 
.of Socrates. 
_ .- Tknow very well, that Examples might 
be:brought, which ſeem contrary: to what 
1 fay..,..Fhere are, Pagans perſwaded of 
the. other Opinion 3 and. affeted to their 
own Sentiments. A Diſcourſe upon the 
Immortality of the Soul , hath -pulh'd 
on- ſome . even, to brave the -horrors of 
Death, the better: ta enjoy thoſe Pleaſures 
.of Life, which were promiſed to them. 
But not to diſpleaſe, rhe Partiſansof the 
'Vertue-of the Pagans, I. believe, with 
{ome great Saints, that Vain-glory made 
more, than half of thoſe Heroick Adtions, 
' which Faule qur Admiration. \When one . 
.comes/|to theſe terms;*tisno mbre reaſon that 
condutts us, "tisPaſhon that draws uy along; 
*£1s- NO. More the. Diſcourſe that has an 
effect UPOn US, "tis:adefire-to be better, *ris. 
a vanity. to die with: nome _ we' 
love more+than-I ate 1t ſelf ; a weart- 
; nels. -of preſent Addforncs, ti a::hope 
of future: Rewards,1a:blind Love-of Glo- 
ry ; ina word, a Diſtemper, a Fury' that 
.dothy. wolcnce to »natural Inftin&,, and 
ding us © +09, 16) | 


2 to 31a 
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But a peaceable Mind, that examines 
111 cold Blood this” terrible Alteration, 


' 15 not at all dift by the reading of 


Plato, or Seneca. They may preach - up, 
as 166 of q* P i x | rag#doth 
not. come ta.ity. r theys. dont _geter- 
mine it to us. It belongs only to the So- 
vereign Maſter of: Reaſon, to make Mar- 

rs, tQ1 ea cou gemp 
baba, os 5.46 ps 
his word that he prepares real ones for 
us, | mit; 6 o er fIOBS1% 110 

| T repeat: the laſt time, ,Sir';! ſtudy 2 
much as you pleaſe ta know your ſelf, :con- 
fulc all your; Badks, conſume your 'fmeſt 
days is refieQing upon the Tmmortality''of 
the Soul, - you will find"that' it belongs 
only to Religion to decide it. '' As 'for/me, 
I -confe(s/:to- you ,- FThav i withoat-that, 
the thoughts .of - Eteraity-; would never 
on up'the: molt uſeleſs: Moments of: 95 
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| OF __ 
8 TUDY. 
[reg AND | 
CONVERSATION. l 


1Onverſation is an advantage peculiar 
to Man, as- well as Reaſon. It is 
the Bond of , by 1t 1s entertained 
the Commerce of a Civi Life ; the Minds 
communicate. their T ts, the Hearts 
expreſs their Motions, and Friendſhips are 
contracted and kept up by the ſame. 
The Converſation of two Friends ren- 
_ ders their Happineſs and their Misfortunes 
common -;  it- augments their Pleaſures, 
and decreaſes their AffliQtions, Nothing 
— Grief ſo much, as the liberty of 
=II g; _— makes one more 
of Joy, than the Delight of ex- 
it. © be ſcab, tha hs Quality ole 
e, ity is noleſs 
ella to him, than: Reaſon | 


To 


Of Study and Converſution. 397 
To fly from Company, is ro at agen 
the Intention of Nature; to hive always 
in Solitude; one muſt 'be ſomerhing mare 
than. Man, - or leſs than Brute : There” is 
a ſort of Communication amongſt them. 
Many Philoſophers have affirmed that 
Beaſts have a particular Language, and 
ſeveral Experiments have given occaſion'to 
believe it. Ro L, 
However it is very true, that there are 
no Beaſts upon Earth fo wild, as ſome 
certain Men that make a Profeſſion of 


Contempt and Averſion for all Mankind ; g 


ke that extravagant Citizen of  Arhexs, 
who ſpoke to no one to any other intent, 
than to adviſe him to hang himſelf, and 
took care to make his Epitaph ſo, 'as'to 
curſe Men after his Death.- - - | 

' One muſt have a Mind-blemiſh'd with 
Melancholy, -to lead a Savage Life, and 
always in obſcurity. 1 don'r_ pretend to 
blame thoſe,” whoſe Silence and Retire- 
ment our 57 16" has -Conſecrated ; on 
the contrary, I admire them. The Prin- 


ciple, which has diſpoſed them tochuſe a 
Life 


repugnant to Nature, obliges bs to 

have them in Veneration. As there is no- 
thing more extraordinary, than the Vertue 
Perſon, fo there is no- 
U 3 thing 


of a true Solitary 


| "” of Sin. and C onzer{atiog, 


more 1 imitable, and;which better 
deleryes our Contmepdations., 
. 2 Iu. it 45 Certain, ; that amongſt thoſe, 
CF real, ocation, .or. a Fancy that 
| metimes takes to it, have caſt i into 
_ -the.,. World, there i is found but 
that \perſeyere. | in their Condi- 
1108.,; 10. the, end, with. fame zeal, 
TY State of a Solitary Perſon, is a violeax 
State.tor Map. xNararal laſtio&t, which 
ociety, ,makes 1t {elf Af 
Tength the Me and cauſes to-him from 


" a 
- - 
f,-C> V 


| Pk to. time , fore: concern. for having 
| n/ it... Afer all, to.be-concealed all 
he &,.15 -thax. l living? What diſtige 
Hon, is: there beewrn Death and Rerire- 
t, between So litude and the Grave? ; 
Of live then, as Map, - tis. | neaefiay to 
cooperls wat] New z *tis fit; Converſation 
ul ld. þ | agreeable Pleaſure; of 
| Em. fit, 44K dhguld. be 
_ 98.,qught x9, eajey Lit wit 

| 4 the uſe of it with. 
|  nothipg , more acvan- 
najhing mare: dangerous: 


= toq hcl etirement.. weakens the 


ind,. * 900 frequent.-Gompany,-. coft- 
, ET Nat s good: ſometimes $0-rei 
; in 590 necellary to. render 
an 
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an exat-account of /his Wards; of his 
Thoughts to himſelf, and of the progreſs 
he hath. made 1n Wiſdom: To' reap the 
fruits of his reading, :and the enrertain- 
ments he' hath had ,.-to improve by what 
he. has ſeen; he muſt have Silence, Re- 
pole,.and Meditation. - | 
 - 'Fhere muſt be a time for-Study, 'and 

alſo for Aﬀairs, that are tied to' our Pro- 
feflion,”; \ Converſation 'cannot-take up our | 
whole Life;* theſe two other Dutics de- 
ſerve to be- preferred before: it; ' Igno- 
rance 4s always diſgraceful to a 'Gentles 
man; his-Condition-doth not excuſe him, 
and the World doth nob'inftrut' him e- 
nough.': When one knows how to'thake 
an equal mixture of. all theſe things, he 
muſt diſtinguiſh himſelf extreamly" from 
thoſe that: ply themſelves co but one 
of them; ' © - 

 Scudy-is the not ſolid Nouriftmedr of 
the Mind'; tis the” Spring ' of 'its* moſt 
Noble Qualities : tis Study that augments 
che Faculties of. Nature ; / but 'tis Conver-' 


Ation that {ers them on Work, and refines 
them.; ''Ir is the great Book of ths World, 
that teaches the Good 'Uſe of othier Books, 
and can'make of- a Learned cpm Tg x! cont 
Ro: Gentleman. 2%, Ack 


U 4 In 
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. In a word, Study makes a greater dif- 
ference between a Scholar and an ignorant 
Man, .than there. is between an ignorant 
Man-and a Brute: but the Air: of. the 
World yet makes, a greater diltinftion be- 
tween a Polite and a learned Perſon. 
Knowledge begins the Gentleman, and the 
Correſpondznce of the World compleats 
him. ” | | 

It has been obſerveAnotwirhſtanding, 
That extraordinary Genius's have 
of a {ſudden from the; Meditation of: the 
Cloſet to the moſt difficult Charges : but 
theſe Men can't be brought for:Examples. . 
When a. Man, intoxicated with reading, 
makes his firſt ſtep in the World, *tis uſual- 
' ly a falſe one. If he adviſes himſelf by 
his. Books alone, he runs the hazard of 
being always but: an ungenteel Man. 
, Immoderate Study cngenders a groſsneſs 
in the- Mind, and injures his Sentimeats ; © 
the- Converſation, of our Friends muſt 
afſiſt and refine him. 

To meet with a faithful, underſtanding, ' 
diſcreet Friend, is to be happy-: faithful, 
to cqnceal noth 


othing from us ; underſtand» 
ing, to remark our! faults ; and diſcreet, 
vis pine for them. But to be en- 
abled to believe his Counſels, is RF . 

n 
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fection of Happineſs: 'it happens often- 
rimes, that we take a pride in following 
our own Conceits ; like thoſe/ Travellers, 
that loſe their way-for want of taking a 
Guide, or enquiring for the Road. 


It is true, that a Man who is ſenſible 
of his force, and knows the advantages of 
his Mind, that a Man (I ſay) who 
aſpires to Glory, and will raife his Repu- 


I. tation, ought to: dread, asa Rock, tobe 


ſuſpeCted of being governed. 
. Dependance is infupportable to a Man 
of Courage, —_ that of the Mind. 
When one would exerciſe afort of Tyran- 
ny upon the freeſt part of the Soul, it is 
difficult- not! to revolt-againſt Reaſon, 
through Malice againſt him that argues. 
There is need of as much Diſcretion to 
give advice, as Compliance to -follow it : 
nothing is ſo dreadful as a Friend, that 
takes the advantage of his own Experi- 
' ence , that propoſes all his Counſels as 
Laws, and with the Air of a Maſter, that 
takes from us the Privilege of examining 
what he ſays, -and would force the Mind - 
by Authority, rather than win it by 
Diſcourſe. | He aever fails to give wr 
c 
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ſelf for -an Example.- - Her :applys to all 
purpoſes the Obſerwations of the old Court. 
He brings his own adventures for Proofs, 
he: has icen all that he advances, every 
thing that he ſays is extravagant, -and the 
tear of not ſaying enough to perſwade, 
makes him always lay 00 much to be be- 
heved. vile ngT/ 6 3801 $77 

Yet, a great weakneld i im xeceiving ads 
vice-1s not leſs blatdeablezithan a great 
rouglhneſs ingiving/1t. :: 16s 0ur Intereſt; 
to {urmouat the one, and'to ſweeter the 
other. Sometimgs we ſhould” affift-:the 
hiberty of him thax informs us, by apcept- 
ing ho Counſels with ealineſs._* : 

A good Advice loſett/itsforce in the 
Mouth of a Friend, thats * roo  Com- 
plaiſant ; when he'expreſſes himſelf: wich 
ſtrength, he ſtirs up our Hearts the more, 
he incites ourattennon the better ; 'whole- 
ſome Remedies ſeldortt tiave:an aprecable 
Taſte, and the beſt humoured Places 
are not.always. the moſt athſtant;:!; »: 

We ought toilook upon: our ſelves,as:in 
firm, ſo long: as:-we have'need of Advice, 
Alas! who has no-need of ii? If rhe Ads 
. vice is good, why thould we:xejeQ in; be- 
cariſe it isnot delivered with,a good Grace? 
We O00 to-canliter, whether. AT 

© 


* 
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of a ay advantage to. us,, before we. caſt 


it aſide : it is not-proper to reje& even all 

the evit Counlels, for fear of diſhearcning 

thoſe, . that- are capable « of admuniſiriog 
good ones to'us. | 

Atthe workt, | when we ſhall reap | ma 
them no other Fruit, than to learn how 
toovercome Qur nicety,. and to take from 
our ſelves; what's Nilblead ing to us 19 an- 
other, is it nat ſufficent to oblige,,us to 

weear tothem, and-to acknowledgo0! our 
thankfulneſs,? 

An ill Bxampl may... Ierve-to. gains us 
avoid. evil, as a. good: one it0; EXCite/us40 
that; which. is good-; let vs ,reap' rhe; ,ad> 
vantage 'of .it from whazſoever Part it 
comes, : of - arkacſdeysr, Fallen: LS given 
EUs. ., 0; 

-, ?Tis..0ur haboals to- ;diſtinguiſh. Gold 
from Earth, we find it ſeldom pureycbut 
"tisne'er the le(s Gold ;-*tis-the fault of the 
Workman, not the Metal. 

. One meets ſometimes 'with Men af i an 
exquilite Senle, that; have not the gitt of 
explaining themſelves. One ought todif- 
pence with the defeft of ,their Expreflion, 
and.take the benefit of their Good Senſe. 
Others have an ealine(3. of Speech, and-on- 
ly.intilt upon the outhde of things. Letus 


Imitat - 
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imitate what's good in their Language,and 
pierce further into the Tputh. 

There are ſtill others, that have labour- 
ed all their Life ro render themſelves inge- 
niotts, and could not make themſelves a- 
greeable : we eſteem their knowledge, but 
their way 1s of little account with us : we 
ſhould be glad of improving our ſelves by 
their learning, but will not- endure their 
1] humours, 1 

A little diſtaft hinders us fro reaping 
all the advantage, that one might, from 
their Converſation ; we prefer the Dif- 
courſe of an ignorant Flatterer before the 
Converſation of a learned Man, when he 
is moroſe and ſevere.” -The Authority, 
which he takes over us, is indeed trouble- 
ſome ; bur 1s it not a privilege acquired 
by Age? If he lets us partake of what he 
knows, isit too much to acknowledge him, 
to havea ſeeming Submiſſion to his Senti- 
ments: ? 773 3 
| - Yer IT would not have this Submiſſion 

blind, it isjuſt co reſerve to our ſelves the 
liberty of refleQting upon what he ſays : 
but we muſt anſwer him with a-great di 
of obſervance : 'we ought not to contradit 
him, but "inſtruCt our ſelves the better ; 
one ſhould comply with Reaſon, as ſoon 

as 


| 
F 
) 
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as it appears, and find it agrecableeven in 
the Mouth of a Pedant. 

Notwithſtandirig, we are not to receive 
his DoQtrine, as infallible ; we are not to 
eſtabliſh” an Opinion upon: that of ano- 
ther; for *tis in the Faith alone one 
ought to ſwear upon the words of 'a * 
Maſter. 

To know things Judiciouſly, we ought 
always to be upon our guard againſt the 


- Reputation/ of him. that ſpeaks them ;' 
the Air of the Face, the manner of Speak- 


ing, the Quality, the Time, the Place, all 
impoſes. You hear the Court exclaim 
againſt all the words of ....... be- 
cauſe he ſometimes delivers thoſe that are 
good. Admiration is the Mark of a little 
Spirit, and the great admirers are for the 
moſt part very filly People. They want 
to be informed, when *ris to laugh; 
the Pit, that has no other afliſtance, than 
that of Nature, judges better of the Play, 
than thoſe who peſter the Stage. 

The teſt Secret then to ſucceed in 
Converſation, is, to admire little, to hear 
much, .always to diftruſt our own Reaſon, 
and ſometimes that of our Friends ; never 


to pretend toingenuity, to make: that 'of 


others appear as much as one. can, to- 
hearken 
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hearken to what is ſaid, and ta an{wer to 


the purpoſe. Ina word; to,.praftiſe - the 
precept of the Excellent Horace, p 


Ut Jan zunc aitat, jam rune aebentia atch. 
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A Diſcourſe u por. ag Ward 
VV ASF;-t9 = Gentlemen 
of the deadeniy. 


© Fter boring VP SY my ſelf upan 

\. the Word / aft, I, was perſwaded 
that ope ought to be contented, with my 
Recantatign : But fincethe Genelemen. of 
the Academy, have thought fit.to add their 
Cenſure to mine, ,.;I declare that my dif+ 
owning was, not. ſincere ;...'twas a; Pure 
effe&t of Compliance, and a vohintary 
Submiſſion of ,my, Thoughts to- thoſe of 
Madam Mazaris,..: . 

Now T. take up, my Defence. ak] 
them, which I . had, quitted upon heri ac: 
coudty. which | every Gentleman might 
g, 2 pride in, baving loft..,- .Qae ; way 

diſpute 


to 
Ne 
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diſpute with the-Gentletnen- of the” Ata- 


demy the privilege of | regulating: our 


Language, as they pleaſe. -It doth hot 
depend - upon' Authors * to 'aboliſh-fold 


Terms 'becauſe they -diflike them,”and 
to: -4ntroduce new ones according to 
their Fancy ; all that may- be done for 
them, is- to render them Maſters of Uſe, 
when- that Uſe is not contrary to Judg- 
ment and-Reaſon. . 

There have"been Authors that have re- 


fined Languages, there have been alſo thoſe 


that have corrupted them, -and one muft 
have recourle to a good Senle to decide 
the matter. 

Never had Rome ſuch noble Genius's, as 
at the latter end of the Republick : The 
reaſon is, That there was yet liberty e- 


"nouge amongſt the Romans to give force 


ro their Spirits ;- and Luxury enough "to/ 
give them negligence and-apreeablenels. 
 Atthis time, when the beauty of the Lan- 


guage was inthe higheſt degree ;this time, 


when there wis at Rome ſuch great Gemi- 
u&s;-as Ceſar, Salut, Cicero,  Hortenſins, 
Britfus; ' Afinins Pollo, ' Cario , Catullts, 
Atticus, and'mian{ others,” whom 'twould 


' be 6fino importance- to. alledge-3it wis 


jute libmit ro thete OpiHiichs,! tid ro- 
TH > . 


reccivec 
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receive their Deciſions with Compliance : 
but when the Language came to be 'cor- 
rupted under the Emperours, when Ls- 
' can came to be preferred to rel, and 
Seneca to Cicero, was any one obliged to 
ſubjet the liberty of his Judgment to the 
Authority of thoſe that made the Men of 
Parts? And Petromius is not he commend- 
ed by all judicious Perſons, for having 
turned into -Ridicule the Eloquence of 
his Time, for having known 'the falſe 
Judgment of his Age, and given to Ci- 
cero, V, "gh, and Horace, all the Praiſes that 
they deſerved ? | 


Tertiis, Cicero, V; irgilins, 
Horatii curioſa felicitas, 


\ Let us proceed from our Latin» Authors 
to our French. When Nerveze made his 
falſe Eloquence to be admired, would not 
the Court have been under an Obliga- 
tion toany perſon of good Senſe, - that had 
undeceived it ? When Corffeteau was ſeen 
to charm all the World with his Meta- 
phors, and that the-chief fails ' of -his 
Eloquence. paſſed for wonderful : . When 
the Florid Language of... . . which had' 
neither force nor ſolidity, affected all .the 

| e 
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falſe Polite, and pretended Curious ; When 


the affeation of Bu//ac, that undermined 
the natural Beauty of his Thoughts, paſſed 
for a Majeſtick, Noble Style ; ſhould not 
one have rendred an important Service to 
the Publick, by with{tanding the Autho- 
rity that theſe Gentlemen' uſurped, and by 
preventing the ill Opinions that each of 
them hath differently eſtabliſhed in his 
own Time ? 

I confeſs, That one has not the ſame 
privilege againſt. rhe Gentlemen of the 
Academy. YLaugelas, * Ablancour, Patru, 
have put our Language- in irs PerfeCtion, 
and -I make no Queſtion but thar our 
preſent Authors will keep it up in the ſame 
Condition wherein they have left ic. But 
if one day 'a falſe Idea of Politeneſs 
ſhould make our Diſcourſe feeble and 
languiſhing, if by too great a love for 
making Hiſtories, and writing News, one _ 
ſhould ſtudy for an affeted ealineſs, 
which can-be nothing elſe but a falſe Na- 
ture, if ſo be a too great Application 
to purity ſhould at length produce ſome- 
thing of dryneſs : if topurtue always the 
Method of Thought, one ſhould take 
from our Language the fine turn it bears, 
and depriving it-of all Ornament, one 

X- . ſhould 
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ſhould make it barbarous, with an intent 
to render it natural : would not it be rea- 
{onable then to oppole Corrupters, that 
would ſubvert the gaod and true Style, 

to form one as little proper to expreſs 
ſtrong Imaginations,as curious Thoughts ? 

W hat have I to do to recall what's paſt, 
or to foreſee the future ? I acknowledge 
the Juriſdiction of the Academy, and 
would have it decide, whether YVaſf be 
in uſe, or no, I will ſubmit to their Judg- 
ment,  But-to know the force and pro- 
priety of the term, to. be ſatisfied whether ' 
tis dan Imputation, . or an Honour, they 
will permit me to refer my. ſelf to Reaſon. 
This {mall Diſcqurſe will ſhew, if I have 
the Notion of it. 

I maintained, That in the Mind this 
term Yeaſt was taken in a good orevilSence, 
according to the things which are added to 
tt ; that a Vaſt Mind, Admirable, Pier- 
cing, mark'd a wonderful Capacity ; and 
that on the other-fide, a Genius Valt and 
Immoderate, was a Genius that loſt it ſelf 
in rambling "Thoughts, in fine but vain 
Idea's, in deſigns too great, and little pro- 
porrioned tothe-meangthat might make us 
kucceed, 


My 
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My Opinion appears to tne to be mode- 
rate enough. I am diſpos'd to deny that 
Vaſt can ever be a Commendation, and 
that nothing is capable of making this qua- 
lity true, Great isa Perfection in\\linds; 
Vaſt always a Reproach. A juſt and re- 
gulated extent makes'the Great ; an im- 
moderate Grandeur makes the- Yoſt. 
Vaſtitas, an exceſſive greatneſs. The 
Vaſt and the Terrible have a great reſem- 
blae. 

Vaſt Things don't ſuit with thoſe, that 
make upon us an agreeable' Imprefſion, 
V aſt a ſolituds, is not one of thoſe Solitudes, 
which affords a delictous Repoſe, which 
charms the Pains of Lovers, and enchants 
the Misfortunes of the Miſerable; *tis a 
barbatous Solitude, where we are aſto- 
niſhed at being alone, where we regret 
the loſs of Company, where the remem- 
brance of loſt Pleaſures afflifts us, and the 
Senſe of preſent Misfortunes torments us. 
Your Vaſt Houſe is ſomewhat formidable 
to the ſight. Vaſt Appartments | never 
gave any Perſon a deſire of contiguing 
there : Vaſt Gardens cannot have that 
agreement which- proceeds from Art, or 
the Graces which Nature might afford. 
Vaſt Foreſts put us in a Fright. The - 
X 2 pro-- 
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proſpeQ- is. diſperſed, and loſes it ſelf in 
ooking over Vaſt Plains. Rivers of a 
reaſonable greatneſs make us behold 
agrecable Banks, and ſuggeſt to us inſen- 
Þly @c pleafantneſs of their peaceable 
Current. Rivers too large, Overflowings, 
Inundations diſpleaſe us by reaſon of their 
violent Motions, and our Eyes cannot en- 
dure their vaſt extent. 

Savage Countries that are untilled, 
Countries ruinated by the Deſolati< of 
War, Lands forſaken and abandoned, have 
ſomething of vaſtzeſs which produceth 
In us as'it were a. lecret Sentiment of 
Horror. | 

Vaſtns, quaſe vaſtatus waſte. 
. *Tis almoſt the ſame thing with ſpoiled, 
and ruined. Let us repair from Solitudes, 


Foreſts, Plains, and Rivers, to Living 
Creatures and Men. | 


Vaſte & immanes Bellue. 


That which the Poets have feigned 
moſt Monſtrous, the Cyc/ops, the Gianrs 
are named vaF#. 


V aft oſque 


to the Gentlemen of the Academy. 30g 


—/ aſtoſ: que abrupteC yelopos » 
Proſpicio 
Vaſta ſe mole moventem 


Paſtorem Poliphenum. 


Virg. 


. Amongſt Men, thoſe that exceed our 
ordinary Stature, thoſe whom bigneſs or 
height diſtinguiſhes from others, are called 
by the Latins, Vaita Corporum. 

Vaſtus has paſs'd as tar as Cuſtoms and 
Manners. | 

Cato, who had otherwiſe ſo many good 
Qualities, was a Perſon waſtis moribus, ac- 
cording to the Rozhans.: He had nothing of 
Elegance - in his Diſcourſe, nothing of 
Grace either in his Perſon, or his Aﬀiens : 
He had a ruſtical and harſh Behaviour in 
all things. The Germanxs, at preſent ciyi- 
lized and poliſhed in many places, loved 
heretofore- that what was 1n uſe! with 
them, ſhould! have ſomething of va##/s; 
Their Habitation, their/Attendance; their 
| Hquipags their ' Aſſemblies, their Befti- 


vals, vaſtum aliquid redolebant ; thatis to 
lay, they were pleaſed with an inimeds9 
rate-greatneſs, wherein there was nelcher- 
Politeneſs, \nor Ornament.::''I haveotſer-! 
ved,' That the word Ya# hath'four wy 

7" it- 
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different Significations in Cicero, ali in an 
evil Sence. . 
Vaita Solitudo, vaitus & agreitis, vaita 


& immanis bellua, vaitam & hiantem ora» 


_ tionem. 


The moſt uſual Sigaification of vaſtus, 

1s, too ſpacious, roo extenſive, too great, 
immoaderate. 
_ [One will tell me, That vaft doth not 
ſignific in French, what vaitus may ſigni- 
he in Latin, in all the fences that are 
given to it. Iconfeſs it. But why {ſhould it 
not keep the moſt natural, as well as grief, 
pleaſure,liberty, fayour, honour, affliction, 
conſolation, and' a Thouſand words of 
this nature keep theirs? Theres a reaſon 
for aſt; that 1s not found in the reſt ; it is 
that there never was a French Term that 
expreſſes really and truly”, what the 
paſtus of the: Letins can expreſs ; and we 
have not made -it French to encreaſe a 
namber of words, which ſignifie.the ſame 
- thing ;-1t-15 to- give-our Language whar - 
it w#fted, |and. what! rendred-/it defective. 
We-think wich more; force, than we ex- 
prefaur ſelves. There is always @- part of 
our! 1 t that: ſtays. behind.;; we: very 
ſeldojw.communieate: it entirely ; and "trs 
_ Mi Spreit. - Fenerraton; : more un 

{4 y 
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by the Intelligence of words, that we en- 
ter abſolutely into the Conception of Au- 
thors. In the meantime as if we ſhould 
profeſs to underſtand well what others 
think, or to make our own Thoughts 
comprehended, we ſhould weaken the 
Terms that would have the force of ex- - 
prefling them. But in ſpite of our ſelves, 
vai will preſerve in French the true ſigni- 
fication it has in Latiz, 

One ſays too vaſt, as ofle ſays too inſo- 
lent, too extravagant, tog covetous, and 
'tis the exceſs of a vicious Quality. One 
doth not ſay: vaſt enough, becauſe 'enouzh 
marks a Situation, a Conſiſtence, a Mea- 


ſure juſt and reaſonable ; | and at the mo- 


ment that a thing is vaſt, there is an 
exceſs, there is too much, enough can ne- 
ver be agreeable with it, Let us come to 
examine particularly the vaſt Soul, ſince 
"ris the ſubje&t of the Queſtion. Thar 
which we call the Soul, is divided into 
Three Faculties, the Judgment, the Me- 
mory, and-the Imagination. 

A Judgment may be commended for 


being Solid , Profound, Curious in dil- 


cerning, juſt in defining ; bur in -my 
Opinion, never did a Perſon of good ſence 
give to'it the Quality of v4f. 


XR 4 One 
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One favs, That, a Memory is. happy, 
taithiul, fit to, regeive and preſerve Spe- | 
Cies : but I never obſerved, | that it has 
been named vaſt, 

Vaft may be, applied to an Imaginati- 
on, that rambles,: that loſes it felt, that 
forms to it {elf Vitions and Chimera's. 

I'am not 12norant, that fome have pre- 
tended to praiſe 4ri/torle, in attributing to 
him a va/# Genius ; they have believed, 
that this very Quality of vaſt, was a great 
Commendation for Homer. 

 Onedays, That Alexander, Pyrrhus, Cas. 
tiline, -Ceſar, Charles the Fifth, and Car- 
dinal , Richlieu , had vaſt Souls ; but if 
we take the pains to examine well all they 
have dane, we ſhall find that their fine 
Pieges, their brave Exploits ſhould be at- 
tributed.to other Qualitjes of their Minds, 
.and that their Errors and Faults ought to 
be imputed to what they had of vaſt. I 
acknowledge it : But it was their Vice, 
and a Vice that is, not pardonable, but in 
Conſideration of their, Vertues.. It 1s the 
error 'of our -Judgment to ; make their 
merit of a thing that cannot be excuſed 
but by Indulgence. ' If they;had not been 
almoſt always Great, they. would not 

have been ſuffered to be ſometimes w4/f. 
det F th . But 
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But let_ us come to the Examination of 
their Works and their Actions, let us give 
to each Quality -the Effe&ts thar really be- 
long to it, and begin.with che Works of 
Ariſtotle, His Poetry is one of - the moſt 
finiſhed ; but to. what are-owing ſo many 
Judicious Precepts, and ſo many Obſer- 
vations ſo. juſt, but to the purity of his 
Judgment ? one will not ſay, That it was | 
to his vaſ# Soul. In his Politicks, which 
might guide our preſent Legiſlators, he 
is wiſe, prudent and skilltul in regulating 


the different Conſtitutions of States :©. He 


was by no means va#, No Body ever 
pierced {o far as he into the Heart of Man, 
as one may fee in his Morals, and in his 


Speculation, in the Chapter of the Paſſions. 


But he entred- therein as a -Philoſopher, 
that knows how- to make. profound Re- 
flections, that had ſtudied much his own 
Motions, and ſtritly obſerved thoſe of 
others. Don't found the - Merit of Yaf 
upon that, for it had no Share therein. 
Ariſtotle had properly a vaſt Genius in 
_—_ Philoſo x and 'tis from thence, 
that proceed all his Errors, by that he is 


loſt in his Principle, in his own Matter, 


in the Heavens, in the Stars, and in the 
reſt of his falſe Opinions. 
As 
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As for Homer, he is admirable as long 
as he is purely Humane, juſt in his Cha- 
raCters, Natural in Paſſions, wonderful 
in -knowing and expreſling . well, what 
depends upon our Nature. 

When his v4# Genius is extended upon 
that of the Gods, he {peaks thereof ſo ex- 
travagantly, that P/atoexcluded him from 
his Republick, for a Fool. 

Seneca was to blame for treating Alex- 
ander as a raſh Perſon, that owed his Gran- 
deur to his Fortune. 

Plutarch, ſeerns to me to be rational, 
whea he attributes the Conqueſts of Alex- 
axder to his Vertue, more than to-his 
go0d Fortune, 

In Effet , conſider Alexander at his 
coming to the Crown, ' you will find, 
that he had not leſs. ConduQt, than Cou- 
rage, to eſtabliſh himſelf in the Domi- 
nions of his Father. The Contempt they 
made of the Prince's Youth, carried his 
Subjetts ro rebell, and his Neighbours to 
be in Motion ; he puniſhed the Seditious, 
and ſubjeQted the Reſtleſs. "4 
- All Things being pacified, he took 
Meaſures to make himſelf choſen General 
of the Greeks againſt the Perf6ans, and theſe 
Meaſures were ſo well taken, ' that | one 
could 
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could not have expetted more juſt ones 
from the moſt conſummated Policy ; he 
made - the Lieurenants of Darts, and 
Darius himſelf, © commit a Thouſand 
Faults, without making one. It the 


Greatneſs of his Courage had not made + - 


him paſs for a raſh Manby the Dangers 
which he expoſed himſelf to, his Con» 
duct would have left us the Idea of 'a 
Wile and Prudent Man. 

I deſcribe him to you,Great, and Skillful, 
in every noble Thing he hath done. You 
would have - him Yaſt, and ?tis to this 
Vaſt, that's owing all that he undertook 
without Effect. A Deſire of Glory, that 
nothing could limit, caus'd him to make 
a very. extravagant War. upon the Seg- 
thians. An immoderate Vanity perſwa» 
ded him that he: was the Son of Japiter. 
Vaſt extends as far as his affliction, when 
it carried him to ſacrifice entire 'Nations 
to the Soul of Hepheftion. After he had 
deſtroyed the Empire of Darius, and {ub- 
jected Baby/on, he could even attempt 
the-Conqueſt of the World we are ac- 
quainted with ; but his s/f Soul framed 
the: Deliga of the Conqueſt of another. 
As Vaſt, he undertook his Expedition 'of 
the: Jndies, where the Army would aban- 
don 


don him, and where his Fleet was near 
being loſt ; from whence he returned to 
Babylon, melancholy,  diſturb'd , uncer- 
tain, diſtruſting both Gods and Men ; 
Fine Effects of the vaſt Soul of Alexan- 
' der. Few Princes have had one ſo vaſt 
as Pyrrhas : His Converſation with C;- 
eas, that Converſation that is known by 
all, is a ſufficient Argument of it. His Va- 
lour, his Experience in War made him 
win Battels; his vaſ# Mind that em- 
braced all Things, did not permit him 
to arriveiat the end of. one; there was 
enterprize upon enterprize ; War upon 
War: No Fife of it. : i 

. Conquerour 1a 1#a/y, Conquerour in S:- 
cily, 1n Macedon, Conquerour throughout, 
no Part well eſtabliſhed; his Fancy prevail- 
1ngover his Reaſon by new imaginary De- 
figns,. that hindred him from drawing any 
Advantage from good Succeſſes. 
 *Catiline is ſpoken of, as a deteſtable 
Perſon; the ſame thing had. been ſaid of 
Ceſar, if fo be .he had been as unfortu- 
nate in his undertaking, as Catiline was 
in his. It is certain, that Cazi/ize had 
as great Qualities, as any of the . Romaxs. 
Birth, good Grace, Courage, Vigour. of 
Spirit, Strength of Body, . Nobils genere 
| ortus, 
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ortus, magna' vi animi & corporis, &Cc. 
He was Sylla's Lieutenant, as Pompey 
was; ofa Family much more Illuſtrjous, 
than that of the laſt, but of leſs Autho- 
rity in the Party. 

After the Dearth of Sy/a, he aſpired to 
Employments, . that the other knew how 
to obtain ; and if ſo be nothing was great 
for the Repuration of Pompey, nothing 
was high. enough for the Ambition of 
Catiline. 

What was impoſſible, appeared to him 
but extraordinary, and the extraordinary 
ſeem'd to him common and eaſie, YVaſtus 
animus immoderata, incredibilia, nimis alta 
cuptebat. | 

And by that you ſee the Relationghere 
is between a waſ# Soul, and immoderate 
things. Good Men condemn his Crime, 
Politicians blame his Undertaking, as ill- 
contrived ; for all thoſe, that had a Mind 
to oppreſs the Commonwealth , except 
him, have had for them the: Favour of 
the People, and the Aſſiſtance of the Le- 
gIONs. 

C atiline had neither one, nor t'other of 
theſe. Supports, his Induſtry and his Cou- 
rage ſerved inftead of all other things in ſo 
great and ſo difficult an Aﬀair. He _ 

| w—_— e 
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ſelf made an Army of colleed Soldiers, 
that nad hardly acy Arms, or Suhſ# 
ſtence; and .theſe Troops notwithſtand. 
ing fought with more Obſtinacy, than 
ever Troops did. Rach Soldier had the 
Fierceneſs of Catilize in the Battel, Ca- 
tiline the Capacity of a great Captain, 
and the Stoutneſs of the braveſt and moſt | 
reſolute Soldier. Never did Mag die 
with ſo Noble a Fierceneſs. 

Ir's difficult even for the beſt Man, that | 
ſhall read this .Battel, to be very much 
of the Republick*s ſide againſt him : ims 
poſſible not to rorget hs Crime, to pity 
his Misfortune. 

He might have ſecurely gotten a great 
Power according to the Laws. 

This ambitious Man ſo vaſt in Projetts, 
aſpired always to Power, and at length 
diſposd ! himſelf to that Fatal Conſpiracy, 
which ruined him. 

Who was- greater, - more dextrous than 
Ceſar ? What Addreſs, what Induſtry did 
not he uſe to ſend back an innumerable 
Multitude of SmTitzers that endeavoured 
to eſtabliſh themſelves amongſt the Gauls? 
He had as much . need of Prudence as 
Valour to get rid of, and feng the Ger- 
mans far from him: He tad an —_— 

© 
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| ble Dexterity in managing the Gauls, pre- 


vailing over their particular Jealouſies to 
ſubject them one by another. Something 
of Yaſs, that mingled in his Spirit with his 
Noble Qualities, made him forſake his 
ordinary Meaſures to undertake the Ex- 
pedition of Ergland, a fantaſtical Expedi- 


" tion, vain for his Reputation, ' and alto- 


gether inconvenient for his Intereſts. 
What Stratagems he made uſe of to raiſc 
the Obſtacles, that oppoſed the Deſign of 
his Dominion. He undermined the Cre» 
dit of all the reputable Men, that could 
ſupport the Republick. He made Cicero 
be baniſhed by Clodius, who came to lie 
with his Wife. He gave ſo. much diſtaſte 
to Catullus and Lucullus, that they left 
Buſineſs. He revdred the Integrity of 
Cato odious, and the Greatneſs of Pompey 
ſuſpeQed. He raiſed the People againſt 
thoſe, that proteted Liberty. Behold what 
Ceſer has done againſt the Defenders of 
the State ; ſee what he did to thoſe, that 
aſhſted him to overwhelm it. His Incli- 
nation for fattious Perſons diſcovered it 
ſelf at'the Conſpiracy of Catiline ; he was: 
a Friend of Catilizes, and a ſecret accom- 
plice of his Crime. - He ſought the Friead- 
ſhip of Chains, a Man violent and rafh. 
He 
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He contracted one with Craſſus, more © 
a rich, than a- good Citizen. He made 
uſe of Pompey to acquire Credit. And 
when it was debated to -give Bounds to 
his Aubores, and 'to prevent the Eſta- 
bliſftment of his Power, he forgot nothing 
to ruine Pompey. | 

He placed Seedowy'i in his Intereſts, he 
gained Curio and Dolabella. He fixed to 
himſelf Hirtius, Oppius, Balbus, and all 
the diſaffe&ted Perlons- he could,” all the 
| bold, undertaking ones, all that were ca- 
pable of procuring under him the ruine 
of the Commonwealth. - Meaſures fo fine, 
ſoartificial, Methods ſo ſecret and ſo deli- ' 
cate, a condition {o ſtudied for in all things, 
ſo much diffimulation, ſo many ſecrets, 
cannot be attributed ' to a vaſt Soul ; his 
Faults, his Misfortunes, his Ruine, Ind | 
= Death can be imputed to nothing 
_ elle. 

It was. this Soul that hindred him from 
enſlaving we he he could, or from ruling 
it,as he ought. *Tis this, that gave. hit /. 
- the fancy - making War againſt the Pay- 


thians, when there was more. neceflity of ' | 


| aſſuring the Romans ; inan uncertrin State, 
where the Romans were. neither Citizens 

nor Subje&ts, where Ceſar was neither Ma- 
; giſtrate, 
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] - giſtrate, nor Tyrant ; where he violated 


all the Laws of the Republick; and could 
not eſtabliſh his own; being perplexed, 
unſettled, ' diſperſed into vaſt Tdea's of his 
Grandeur, not knowing how to rule his 
Thoughts, nor his Aﬀairs, he offended the 
Senate, and truſted to the Senators ; he 
abandoned himſelf to faithleſs and ungrate- 
ful Men, who preterring Liberty before all 
Vertues, choſe rather to have a Friend and 
Benefactor, than to have a Maſter. 

Commend, Gentlemen, commend a,va/? 
- Soul, it has coſt Ceſar both his Empire and 
his Lite. 

Beautru, who judged well enough: of 
the deſert of Men, was accuſtomed to 
prefer Charles the Fifth before all' Perſons 
that have exiſted in Ewurope, fince the Ro-- 
mans, T will aot decide, but I may believe 
that his Spul, his Courage, his Attion, bis 
Vigour, his Magnanimity, and his- Con- 
ſRtancy have rendred him as confiderable as 
any Prince of his Time, © = 

When he took upon him the Govern 
ment of his Dominions, - he f8und:Spair 
Revolted againſt Cardinal "X;mexes, who 
was Regent thereof,” 'The ſevere” Hu- 
mour, and'obdurate ' Manners of the 'Car- 
dinal were” inſupportable to the Spanleras. 

Ty. Y Charles 
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4 © Charles, was obliged to come. into Spain, 


and. affairs: paſſing ' from the hands - of 

Ximejies to his own, all the Grandees re- 

curned fatbwich to their Duty, and all the 

| Citi&$to their Obedience. Chaz/es the Fifth, 

- Was mere Politick, or more Fortunate than 
. Frangs the FifRt; - 

. In their Comperition for the Empire, 


, | Francis was more Rich, and more Power- | 


ful. Charles carried - it by his Fortune, or 
' by the Superiority of. his Genius. The Vi- 
Qory. of Pavie. and the taking of Rome 
put into bis hands a King of France, and a 
Pope. A Triumph, that ſurpaſled all 
thoſe of the: Romans. The great League 

of: Swnalcades was undermined.by his'Con: 


duR,' and by his Valours ' Hecbanged all | 


the Poſture of the Afﬀairs:of Germeny,trans- 
forr'd the EleQorſhip of - Saxony from, 
ofie- branch to pared nog and from Frederick 
conquered and diſpoſleſs'd, to the Houſe of 
Manrice,, who followed the Vittort 
ous. Religion it ſelf. was enſlaved to 
Vidtory, and-- received from the Will of 
_the-Emperour  the- famous Interim, which 
will, be always talk*d' of, But [this af 
| Soul embraced too many Things, toregu- 
late any:one-:.;he did not confider that he 
could .do. more by orhers, than 'by him- . 


y | ſelf; 


#, - 
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ſelf ; and; in the ne: when he thoughy to 
have: ſubdued Rowe and. the. Empire, 
Maurice turning againſt, him .the Armies 
he ſeem'd to command, for. his Service, 
was very near fſurprizing of him, obliged 
him to ſave himſelf in, his Shire, and- to re> 
tire 18 all diligence to Willae., 
It is certain, that. Charſes the Fifth 'had- 
8: £3, Qualicics,, and, performed very; greas 
ngs ;..but this ve# Soul, for. which he © 
1s he 2m made thym COA 4wany 
Faylts;,,; and occaſion'd +; tg. him many | 
Misfortunes.  -*Tis to-that, are owing his 
Fatal Undertakingy'i inidfrick.; *tis., tothat 
are owing ſeveral Deſigns, as il contrived, 
as they were it followed; to thatrare 0w- 
ing thoſe. Voyages from- Nations t6 , Na- 
1 tions, wherein there was lels'of Interett, 
; than, Fancy, *Tis , this ve# Soul, -that 
' mades him. be called Kaight-Ecrans, by 
the "Spaniards, and gave an occalion-oq 
| the iſafected to \efteem him a. greater 
| Travellour, than. Conguerour..  Adayre, 
y Gentlemen , . admire; the ; Vertue :of;, this 
| vs/# Spirit. It turps.,,the Hero Ano -1 
| Kanight-Ergant ,, and- -gives /toii Heroj- 
4 cal Trucks che Air of, Fabulas Aoyea 
, FUTES. [ts [liv + ANG | 40 3. 
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T conld ſhew that this Spirit was the 
_ cauſeof all the Diſgraces of the laſt Duke 
of Burgundy, as well as thoſe of Charles 
Emanuel, Duke of Savoy. But I am im- 
- patient to come to Cardinal Rzch/zeu, to 
diſcover in his Perſon the different . effes 


of great andvaſt, One may ſay of Car- 


_ " dinal Rzchl/zen, that he had a very great 
Genins ; and as Great, he brought extra- 
ordinary Advantages to our State ; but as 
he was ſometimes Yaft, he has brought us 
very-near ofir Ruine, In the Miniſtry he 
found,” that France was governed by the 
Spirit of Rome and” Madrid, Our Mini- 
- ſters received all the-Impreſſions that Car- 
dinal Marquemont gaye them. 

The Pope inſpired all things to this Car- 
dinal, the Spaxiards all things to the Pope. 
The King jealous of the Grandeur of his 
State, as much as a King can be, hag an 
iIntention to follow the Intereſts of it. 
The' Stratagems of rhoſe that- governed, 
made him follow thoſe of Strangers. 
And if ſo be Cardinal Richliew had not 


been Maſter of the Counſels, the Prince 


naturally Foe to Spain and Haly, had been 
a good Spaniard, or good [falian, in 
ſpite of his Averfion. I will alledge a 
thing that's little known, but very true. 


Cardinal 


bk 
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Cardinal Marquemont, writ a long Letter 
to Cardinal Rzchliew concerning the Bu- 
{fineſs of the Yaltoline; and to render 
Inmſelf neceflary near this new Miniſter, 
he inſtructed himſelf with Care in the 
curious Meaſures one ought to obſerve, 
when there was any Concern with the 
Italians and Spaniards. For anſwer, Car- 


dinal Richelies ſent him four Lines, of 
which behold the Sence. 


The K ing bath changed the Council, and the Coun- 
cil their Maxim; there ſhall be an Army ſent to the 


Valtoline which ſhall make the Pope more compliant, 
and give us Satisfattron of the Spaniards. 


His Excellency of Marquemont was 
much ſurprized at the Dryneſs of the 
Letter, -and yet more to ſee the new Spi- 
rit, that was going to reign 1a the Mint- 
ſtry. As he was an expert Man, he 
changed the Model of his Conduct, and 
begg'd Pardon. of the Miniſter, if he had 
been preſumptuous engug to give: him 
Inftruftions, which himſelf ought to have 


received.”> He confeſs'd his Error in has 
-ving believed, that the Spaniards might 
be reduced 'to a reaſonable Treaty by a 
| ſingle Negotiation. 
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Monſieur de SenctFere often ſaid, That this 
{mall Letter of Cardinal Rithlies to Cardi- 
- nal Marqgiemont; was the firſt thing, that 
made the Deſign corhptehended, of the Mi- 

nifters 'pulkng down'the Power- of Spain, 
and rendring to' our: Nation the Supert- 
ority, it had loft. / 

But -to: undertake -abroad,. it was ne- 
ceflary to be aſſated at Home, - and: the 
Huguenot Party, was 4o- conſiderable in 
. France, that it ſeem'd to. compoſe another 
State in the State. That did not hinder Rich- 
lieu from reducing it. As they made War 
unfortunately enough" in the Miniſtry of 
the Conftable of "Exyzes, it was conveni- 
ent to make a ne Model, and this Mo- 
del produced Effefts as happy,” as the 0- 
cher had Succeſſes little favourable.” 


were {EAT made.” "Pe were 
framed, the”-Trks ets of a'  Hviadred 
and, a Hundred" ities came"to unite; 
and *twas from-thente, that 4 Body com- 
pole? of ſo-many, ſepjarire Parties,” received 

cat and Motign, 'there was boting elſe 
to be done then, but to take Rochefle, Ro: ' 
<helle FROng deſtroyed all the'refte. bY 


8 But 
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But, when the Strength of the' Place 
came to be conſidered, when they thought 
on the Multitude : of Defendants', | the 
Zeal of theſe. People, and how much their 
Soldiers were .encouraged , when they 
conſidered the Eafinels of relieving it; they 
ſaw the Sea at Liberty, and 'thereby the 
Gates open to Strangers, then they belie- 
_ ved impregnable, that whichi had never 
been taken. There was but a Cardinal 
Richlies, that did. not deſpair of a 'Poſſhi- 
bility of taking it... -- 

He was in Hopes, and his Hopes made 
him draw the Detign of- this great ' Siege. 
In the Deliberation ' all Difficulties- were 
raiſed ; in the Execution all ſubdued. 

One will eternally remember + that fa- 
mous Bank, that great' Work of Art that 
did Violence to Nature, 'that gave new 
Bounds to the Ocean. . One wil! always 
remember the Obſtmacy of the beſieged, 
and the Reſolution of the- Apgrefſors. 

To what end ſhould there be a longer 
Diſcourſe, Rochelle was taken, and-it was 
hardly ſurrendred, but there was a grea- 
ter Enterprize without. The Dukedom 
of Mantua: being come - by ſucceflion to 
to the Duke of - Nevers, France had a 
mind to eſtabliſh ir ſelf therein, and 
Y 4 Spain 
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Jpain gathered. an Army to prevent it. 
The Emperqur under pretence of his 
Right, but indeed to f{erve Spain, tran(- 
portec|- ſome Troops 1nto [taly, and the 
Duke of Savoy, who was centred into the 
Intereſts of the Houſe of Auſtria, was to 
ftop,us at the. Paſlage of the Mountains, 
to give the Spazzards and Germans keijure 
to execute their Deſigns. 

$0. many Qppolitions - were unfruitful, 
the way of... ..... . was forced, the Army 
of the Emperour ' loit all.. Spizo/a died 
with Grief for not having taker Caſſal, 
and the Duke; of Newers acknowledged 
Duke of Mantua, remained quiet poſ- 
ſeſſor of this Dominion, ' whilſt the Em- 
perour's Army deftroyed it ſelf in 1taly. 
Guſtavus King, of Suedey was in Germany, 
where he won Battels, took Cities, ex- 
rended his Conquelts from the Baltick Sea 
tothe very Rhzne. He became too power- 
ful for us., when he was kild'; and his 
Death left the Swedes too Feeble for our 1n- 
' tereſfts, There was the Maſter-piece of 
the Miniſtry of Cardinal 'Rich/zev. He 
retained Troops . that were deſirous of 
'paſſing into Suede/and. He - fortified the 
good Intentions of a' Young Queen not 
well eſtabliſhed, and reſted ſo wellupon 


Bavaria, 
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Bavaria, that the War was maintained 


4 under a new Reign with as much vigour, 


as it was under that Great King. 

When the Duke of Weymar, and the 
Marſhal Hornes had loſt the Battel of Nor- 
lingue, Cardinal Richliew redoubled his 
Succours, diſpatch'd great Armies into 
Germany, ſtopt the Progreſs of the Im- 
. perialiſts, and gave the Snzedes an oppor- 
tunity to re-eſtabliſh their Atairs in- the 
Empire. 

Behold what Cardinal Richlies has 
cone, as Great, Magnanimous, Wiſe, and 
Reſolute. Let us ſee what he did by his 
vaſt Soul. | 

The Priſon of the EleQtor of T7:er gives 
us an occaſion, or pretence to declare 
War againſt the Spaniards; and this de- 
ſign was worthy of the g <:t Soul of 
Cardinal Richlieu: but that veff Spirit, 
which was imputed to him, was loft in 
the extent of his Projets. He, took ſuch 
falſe Meaſures abroad, and gave ſuch ill 
+ Orders at home, that our Afairs ia all 
likelihood muſt be ruined. 

The Cardinal had in his Thoughts the 
moſt fantaſtical deſign that ever was; it 
wasto -attack Flanders behind, and take 
from it all the Communication it might 

' have 
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have 'with Germany by the way of the. 
Meuſe.. He imaginedthat he ſhould take 
ruſſels, and reduce the Low-Countries at 
the ſame time: . .For this effe&t, he ſent an 
Army of "Thirty Five Thouſand Mea to 
join that of the Prince of Oraxge in Bra- 
bant. But inſtead of inclofing Flanders 
between the Meuſe and the Sarze, he ſhut 
up our Army between | the Forts of 
Flanders and the Mewſe: inforuch that 
there was neither Proviſion, nor: Com- 
munication in our Camp ;:and without 
amplifying the. Matter, the Miſery was ſo 
great. there, that after having raifed the . 
Siege of Loxvain defended by ſome Scho- 
lars only, the Officers. and Soldiers re- 
turned into Fraxce, not in a' Body, like 
Troops, but diſperſed, begging for their 
Subfittence, "hke Pilgrims. | See what the 
veſt Spirit: of the; Cardinal produced by 
the fantaſtical Project of 'rwo Armies con- 
joined. The {ſecond Campaign, this ſame | 
Spirit ſcattered into its Idea's, .took yet 
. tefs meaſures. The Enemies forced the 
Count... .. who defended the Paſſage 
of Bec with an inconfiderable! Body. . * 
_ Having paſſed the Somme, they made 
themſelves Maſters of the; Field, took 
our Cities, which they found gee þ 
: | wit 
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with all.'Things, | carried Deſolation" as 


far as Compiezne,and Terror even to'P ar. 
A fine Commendation for Cardinal Rich- 
lzewro 'have been vaſt in | his Projefs. 


Hard]! Ine" : 
Mareſhal de ls Meill&iy* was Fhock®d, and 
the City beſieged by the Enemy. © —- 


If ſo be the Count. .,.. . bad not been 
killed after he ha#*won the Battel of Sedan, 
one might have expected the greateſt diſ- 
order in the World, it the Diſpoſition 
People were in, If the. Gentlemen of 
the - Academy %had- known. particflarly 
Monſieur de Turenne, they would have 
plainly feca. that” the va# Spirit of the 
Cardinal had 'no Recommendation with 
him. 1 This Great General:admired a hun- 
dre+Qualinies: of this Great Mmiſter; but 
he could nor bear. with the af, tor. which 
he is: commended. *F was this that caus'd 
him to affirm , That Cardinak Mazariz 
was Wiſer than Cardinal Richlies.;-that 
do ON! the 


2392 Sr. Euremont 


the deſigns of Cardinal Mazarin were juft 
and regular, thoſe of Cardinal Rizhlies 
greater and leſs concerted to come from an 
Imagination, that had too great an ex- 
tent. 

See, Gentlemen, a part of the Reaſons 
that I had to tell you againſt va#. If-{o 
| beTIdon'tlubmitto the Judgment you have 
given 1n favour of Madam Mazarin, *tis 
becauſe I have found in-your Writings a 
Cenſure of vaſt of much greater .force,than 
what ſhall be read jn this Diſcourſe. 


— 


St EUVUREMONT + 


TO THE 


Modern LEONTIUM. 


O U. defire to know, whether I com- 
poſed that Moral of Epicurus, which 
is attributed to me. I could honour my 


{elf therewith, -but I don't love to 'give. 


my ſelf a deſert which F have not, and 
I will tell you ingemioully , That [it 1s 
not mine. \I have a great diſadvantage in 
thoſe little Treatiſes, which are FRIns 

under 
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under my Name. There are fome that are 
well done, which I don't acknowledpe, 
becauſe they don't belong to me; and 
amongſt the Things which 1 have done, 
thereis mixed a great many Silly Things, 
which I don't-trouble my ſelf to diſclaim. 
At the AgeI amof, an Hour of Life well 
managed is much- more conſiderable to 
me, than the Intereſt of a Moderate Re- 
putation. How difficultly do People get 
rid of Self-love, I leave it as an Author, 
and retake it as a Philoſopher, feeling a 
ſecret Pleaſure in negleCting what makes 
the Application of others. The . word 
Pleaſure makes me recall Epicurss, and 
confeſs that of all the Opinions of Philoſo- 
phers' concerning - the Sovereign Good, 
there is none that appears to me fo reaſon- 
* able, as his. It would be tono purpoſe 
to alledge here the Reaſons, that are a 
hundred rimes given by the  Epicureans, 
that the love of Pleaſure, and the avoid- 
ing of Grief are''the firſt and moſt natu- 
tal kibeivins, that-are oblerved-in Men: 
 'Fhat Riches, Power, Honour, and *Ver- 
tue may contribute to our Happinels : but 
thatche ſole* enjoyment of Pleaſure, Vo- 
luptuogineſs, to {peak all , is the fingle 
end to which our Actions relate. *Tis-a 

| 5 thing | 
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thing Þ* 4a enough of it. lg 27 T'am 
fully periwaded thereqf., In the NGA 
time, 1. don't well know, what was th 
Pleaſure of, Epicarus ;. for I never ar 
Sentiments ſo differeat, ,as thoſe Meg 
have.entertained "Pom fs Manners: 6 of 
this, "Philoſopher. lophers , 
even Jome of his own, Phloſop rs age "= 
claimed againſt him,.. as 2. ſenſual and 
careleſs Perſon, that neyer departed from 
his Idleneſs, but by. a Debaych.' All Sets 
are.,, oppoled to his, Magiſtrates have 
conkigered .his Doftrine as prejudicial to_ | 
the Publick. | Cicero 10, juſt, and ſo wile 
In bis, Opinions, Plut arch {0 much eſteem- 
cd or his Judgment, have not been favou- 
rahle to him. And for what relates to Chri- 
4 the Fathers have made him paſs 
greatelt” and -moſt dangerous of | 
jous Rn Behold his Enemies, and 
is old now. his Friends,  Metrodorus, Hey- 
macus,  Menecens, and; many others that 
argued with,him, had as,mych;Veneratiog, 
a6 Frge up: for his Kexſon, Diapers 1.4 
ertips igould not writs. Jus! Late. morg. ad- 
yantageoully ; for his - Reputazion.,, £4 
Grefius, was his [adore Seneca; as; much 
a, Ec yas the was © his. aath 
ſpoken o him with Prail - It pts ſome 
nid © , Citics' 
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"Cities have an Averſien for him,others have 
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erected Statues in his Honour. 

In the midft; of all theſe Authorities 
oppoſed one to the other, what Mednim 
is there to .decide? Shall I fay that Epri- 
cxrus 1s a Corrupter of_ good Manners, 
upon the Credit. ofa jealous Philoſopher, 


or a diſcontented* Diſciple, : that ſhall have 


let himſelf: goto a. Reſentment for ſome 
Injury or -other? + 1 
Beſides, . Eprenrus defiring to ruine : the 
Opinion, which was” had of Providence, 
and the Immortality of the Soul, cannor T' 
reaſonably perſwade : my: felt, that the 
World roſe; up-againſt a ſcandalous Do- 
Arine, and that the Lite of the Philoſo- 
pher was aflaulted to diſcredit more eafily 
his Opinicns'? - but if I am unwilling: to 


| believe what is Enemies and his Rivals 


have publiſhed of - him, ſo do I not eafily 
believe, what -his Partifans dare-ſayc; -'T 
don't think, that he had a deſign'to in- 
troduce a Pleafure :more ſevere, than. :the 
Vertue of the Szoicks. 1» This jealoufie of 
auſterity ſeems to. me: extravagant \ina@ 


. voluptuous Philoſopher, -let:his Pleaftirebe 


interpreted as it will; A: fine ſecret toide- 

claim! againſt ia vertue/thar'takes away 

the: 'Sence' from a Wile Man, —_— 
©: Ra Ne | bli 
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bliſh a Pleaſure that affords him no Motion. 

The. wiſe Man of the Stoicks is a ver- 
tuous inſenſible ; that of the Epicureans a 
voluptuous Immoveable. The firſt is in 
AfﬀMictions without :Afiiftions ; the ſe- 
cond taſtes a Pleature without Pleaſure, 
Whar Reaſon had a Philoſopher, that disbe- 
| Hheved the Immortality of Souls, to mortifie 
the ſenſes? Why put a Divorce between 
two Parties compoſed of the ſame Matter, 
who ought to have found their Advantage 
inthe Concord and Union of their Partics ? 
E pardon our religious Men the ſad Singu- 
larity of eating” nothing but Herbs, in 
the Proſpett they have of obtaining there- 
by an eternal Happineſs: but that a Phi- 
lolopher, who knows no other good things, 
than thoſe of this World, that the Doftor of 
Pleafare ſhould make a Commons of Bread 
and Water to arrive at the ſovereign 
Happineſs of Life, that's -what my little 
Underſtanding will not comprehend. I. 
admire, they :don't eſtabliſh the Pleaſure 
of. fuch an - Epicurus in Death ; for to 
conſider | the Miſery of Life, his chicfeſt 
Good ſhould: have .been, - to. put an end 
co'it.: ' Believeime, if. Horace and Petros 
ms: had imagined: him td: themſelves, 
as 'he 3s deſcribed, : they would- nothave 
4 Roms taken- 
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taken him for- their | Maſter in the know- 
ledpe of Pleaſures. The' Piety, which is 
allowed hin for rhe Gods, is ns leſs ridi- 
culous, ' than the 'Morgitication* of: his 
Senſes ';** thoſe - 1dle Gods, thoſe "diſabled 
Beings, fronywhom he'faw-nothing to be 
hoped, or'feared, did not merit the p ains 
of his Worſhip; and*-ler not People-fay, 
That he went to' the Temple, for fear of 
drawing/the Magiitrates upon him, ' and 
ſcandalizmg this Citizens; for he had much 
leſs ſcandalized them, by not affiſting at 
the Sacrifice, than he doth offend them by 
his Writings, which deſtroyed the Gods 
in the World, 'or atleaſt ruined the con- 
fidence they had in their Proteftion. But? 
what's 'your Opinion ' of Epicurus, ſays. 
one” to' me ? | You | believe neither his 
Friends;' nor: his Enemies , his Adverſa- 
ries, nor!-his Partifans, What is your 
Judgment! of him ? Pm of Opinion,” 
That | Epriewus was 'a very wile Philoſo- 
phet, :who, according tothe time and oc- 
cafions, loved Pleaſure in Repoſe ,'- or 
Pleaſure 11 Motion and from this dif- 
ferent: Pleaſure, is come that of the Re- 
putation' he' has had. -'Timiſecrates and 
his Enemies have ſet upon him by ſenſual 
Pleaſures: thoſe =_ have defended him, 

| have 
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have ſpoken of nothing, but of a Spiritual 
Pleaſure, When the firſt have accuſed 
him of the expence he made in his 
Banquets, I am perſwaded that the Accu- 
fation was well grounded. When the 0- 
thers have made him ſwallow down thoſe 
little Morſels of Cheeſe to make better 
chear than was uſual, I believe they did 
not want Reaſon. When one ſays that he 
argued with Leontium, one ſays true. 
When one affirms that he diverted him- 
felf with her, one doth not tell me, there 
isa time to laugh, and a time to weep, ac- 
cording to Solomon ; a time tobe ſober, 
and a time to be ſenſual according to Epz- 
curus. Belides a' voluptuous Man 1s not 
equally ſo. all his Life. In Religion, the 
greateſt Libertine is ſometimes the moſt 
Devout. In the ſtudy of wiſdom, the 
moſt indulgent toſPleaſure,is ſometimes the 
moſt. ſevere. As for me, I look other- 
wile upon Epicurus in Youth and: Health, 
than in Old Age and -Diftempers, Tnſen- 
ſibleneſs , Tranquillity, and the Happi- 
nels of idle ſick Perſons could not be. bet- 
ter expreſs'd, than they are in his Writings. 
Senſual Pleaſure.is not leſs explained in 
that Formal Paſſage, which C:cero:expreſly 
alledges. I know, that nothing is forgot- 
, cn 
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ten to deſtroy him, or to ſhift him of : 
but may ConjeQtures be compared with 
the Teſtimony of Czcero, who knew ſo well 
the Philoſophers of Greece, and their Phi- 
loſophy? It were much better to reje& 
him upon the Inconſtancy of Humane 
Nature, and upon the Inequality of our 
Minds. Where is a Man {ſo uniform , 
as to have nothing of inequality, and con- 
trariety in his Actions ? Solomon deſerves 
the name of Wile, at leaſt as much as 
Epicuras, and he did equally miſtake in his 
Opinions, and in his Conduct. Montagne, 
as yet very Young, believed that his 
Thoughts ſhould be eternally fixed upon 
Death, to be prepared for it : when he ap» 
 proached Old Age, he makes, ſays he, a 
Recantation, deſiring to be ſweetly con- 
dufted by Nature, that will ſufficiently 
learn us to die. 

Mr. Bernier, a great favourer of Epi- 
curus, doth now confeſs, that after ha- 
ving ſtudied Philoſophy Fitty Years, he 
doubts of things that he had believed 
the moſt aflured. All Objetts have different 
Paces, and the Minds, which are in a con- 
tinaual Motion look upon them, as they 
turn: infomuch that we have nothing, 
that T may ſo ſpeak, but new Aſpedts, 
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thinking to enjoy new- Diſcoveries. Mote- 
over Ape brings great Alterations in our 
Humour, and'by the Alteration of -Hu- 
mour is very often framed that of Opi- 
nions. Add, that the Pleaſures of the 
Senſes ſometimes render. deſpicable the 
Satisfactions of the Mind, as too dry, and 
roo naked ; and that the nice and refined 
SatisfaQtions of the Mind, deſpiſe 1h their 
turn'the Pleaſures of the Senſes, as grofs: 
So one ought not to be ſurprized, - that, 
in ſo great a diverſity of. Proſpects, and 
Motions, Epicurus who hath writ more 
than any Philoſopher, ſhould ſay the fame 
thing. in a difterent Manner, according 
as he might have difterent 'Thoughts and 
Notions of it. What Occaſion is there 
for thoſe general Arguments to ſhew-that |] 
he could be ſenſible of all forts of Plea- 
lures? If you conſider him in his Fami-- 
liarity with Women, you will not be- 
ltteve that he ſpent ſo much time with 
Leontium and Terniſſa to do nothing but 
read Philoſophy. But it he loved the 
Enjoyment of them as a . voluptuous Per- 
{on,he managed himſelf asa prudent Man ; 
and being indulgent to the Motions of 
Nature, contrary to Efforts, not always 
reckoning Chaſtity for a Vertue, always 
accounting 
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accounting Luxury a Vice, he would have 
Sobriety 'to be a Diſpenſation of the 
Appetite, and that the Feaſts which 
were made, ſhould never hurt thoſe that 
were to be, Sic preſentibus woluptatibus 
fruaris, ut futuris non noceas. He diſen- 
gaged Pleaſures from the Diſorders .that 
recede them, and the Diftaſte that fol- 
lows them. As he fell into Infirmities 
and Pains, he fixed the chiefeſt Good in 
Inſenſibleneſs : Wiſely, in my Opinion, 


. for.the Condition he was 1n ; for the Ceſ- 


ſation of Pain, is the Happineſs of thoſe 
that endure it. - As for the Tranquillity 
of the Mind, which compoſed the other 
part of his Happineſs; *tis nothing 
but an Exemption from Trouble : But 
he that can.have no more agreeable 
Motions, is happy ia curing himſelf from 
the grievous Impreſſions of Pain. 

Atter all this Diſcourſe, I conclude, that 
Infenſibleneſs and Repoſe ſhould make 
the chieteſt Good of Epicurus infirm and 
languiſhing : but for a Man that's 
in Health, for a Man that's. in. a 
Condition to taſte of Pleafures, I'm of 
Opinion that Health makes it felf, diſ> 
cerned by ſomething more lively than 
a Want of Senſe, and that a good Diſpoli- 
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tion of the Soul would have ſomething 
more enlivening than a peaceable State. 

We live in the midſt of an Infinity of - 
Goods and Evils, and with Senſes capa- 
ble of being affected with the one, and 
prejudiced with the other - Without ſo 
much Philoſophy, a little Reafon will 
make us taſte good things as ſweetly as 
*tis poſſible, and adapt us for Misfortunes 
as patiently as we can. 


REFLECTIONS 


UPON 


RELIGION: 


O conſider purely the Repoſe of this 
| - Life; it would be well if Reli- 
gion had more or leſs Influence upon 
Mankind. It compells, and doth not fub- 
ject enough ; hike ſome Politicks, that 
take away the Sweetneſs of Liberty, with- 
out bringing the Advantages of SubjeQtion. 

The Will makes us. afpire gently to 
thoſe good things, which are: promiſed - 
| | to 
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'to us, becauſe it is not excited enough 


by -an Underſtanding, that is not enough 
convinced. 

We ſay by Compliance, that we believe 
what one ſays with Authority, we ought 
to believe : But without a particular Mer- 
cy weare more diſturbed, than perſwaded 
of a thing, that doth not fall under the 
Evidence of the Senſes, and which affords 
no manner of Demonſtration to ' our 
Minds. | 

Behold what is the effect of Religion, 
in reſpe& of ordinary Men ; now ſee the 
advantages of it for the true and perfe&t 
Religious Man. Þ Ay.” 

The true Devyout' Perſon breaks with 
Nature, if one may fo fpeak, to take plea- 
fure in the abſtinence, of pleaſures ; *and 
in the SubjeAion of the Body to the 
Mind, he renders to himſelf in ſome 
meaſure delightful the uſe of Mortificati- 


- ons and Pains. 


Philoſophy goes no further, than to 
teach us to endure Misfortunes. The Chri- 
ſtian Religion makes us triumph over 
them, and one may fay ſeriouſly. of ir, 
what has been gallantly expreſs'd of Love. 


All ather Pleaſures are not worth its Pains. 
Z 4 The 
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Thetrue Chriſtian knows. how: to make 
his advantages of all things: ;.-the evils 
which he ſuffers, are the good Things 
which _ God ſends.to him. , . The good 
Things which he wants, are..evils which 
Providence has ſecured him from. Every 
thing's a benefit to him, every thing in. this 
World is a Mercy, and when he muſt de- 
part, . by the neceſſity of his Martal Con- 
dition, - he looks upon the end of ,his Life, 
asa Paſſage to one more happy, which is 
never to conclude. _ -. 

Such is the Felicity of a true, Chriſtian, 
whilſt uncertainty and trouble, make an 
unhappy Condition toall others... 

- Indeed, we are; almoſt ;all unreſolyed, 
little determined to,good and evil. . 

_.. There is a. continual turn and return 
from Nature to Religion, and. from Reli- 
gion.to. Nature.; _, 7... + 

Tf ſo be we abandon the:care pf happi- 
neſs to ſatisfie our Inclinations; theſe very 
Inclinations riſe immediately againſt their 
Pleaſures, and. the. diſtaſte,..of Obje&s, 
which: haye flattered them the.moſt, ſends - 
us back to the-cares af. our happineſs. __. 

If fo be we. renounce ous Pleaſiites by 
a Principle of Confcience, the ſame thing 
happens to usin the Application tb Bore 
 j2 | , Tg nels, 
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neſs, where habit. and tediouſneſs ſends us 
back. to the Objects of our firſt Inclinas 
tions. | 
Behold, how we are upon Religion in 
our ſelves : now ſee the Judgment which 
the Publick makes of it. 
-. Should we forſake God for the World, 
we are treated as Impious Perſons. 
Should we forſake the World for God, 

we are look'd upon as weak, and decayed 
in our Underſtanding; and we are as lit- 
tle pardoned for Sacrificing Fortune:to Re- 
ligion, as Religion to Fortune. 

..- The Example of Cardinal Rezz will ſut- 
fice ſingly, to juſtifie what I fay. 

- When he was made Cardinal by In- 
trigues, .FaCtions, and 'Tumults,. they cry- 
ed out againſt an Ambitious Man, that 
ſacrificed ( ſaid they ) the - Publick, his 
Conſcience, and Religion to his Fortune. 
When he left the cares of Earth for thoſe 
of Heaven, when the Perſwaſion of ano- 
ther Life made him regard the Grandeurs 
of this as Chimzra's, they ſaid that his 
Head was turned, and that he made 'a 
{ſcandalous weakneſs of what is propoſed 
to -us in Chriſtianity, as the greateſt 
Vertue. 


An 
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An ordinary Mind is but little favoura- 


- _ ble togreat Vertues, a lofty Wiſdom of- 


fends a common Reaſon. 

* Mine, as common as it is, admires a 
Perſon truly perſwaded, and would ad. 
mire ſtill more that this Perſon, abſolutely 
perſwaded, could be inſenſible toany ad- 
vantage of Fortune. 

T queſtion a little che Perſwaſion of thoſe 
Preachers, who offering us the Kingdom 
of Heaven in Publick, ſollicit in particu- 
lar a {mall Benefice with the utmoſt im- 
portunity. Diels 

The ſole Idea of eternal profits renders 
the Poſſeſhon of all the- reſt contemptible 
to a believing Man : but becauſe there is 
but a few that have Faith, few Perfons 
defend this Idea againſt Objeas ; the hope 
of what is promiſed to us, naturally yield- 
ing to the enjoyment of what's given us. 

In the greateſt part of Chriſtians,the de- 
ſire of believing holds the place of belief : 
the will gives them a ſort of Faith by de- 
fires, which the Underſtanding refuſes 
them by 1ts Lights. | 

T have known {ome Devout Men; that 
in a certain-contrariety between the Heart 
and the Mind, loved God perfeAly with- 


out a ſtrong Faith 1n him. 
When 
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When they abandoned themſelves to the 
Motions of their Heart, there was no- 
thing but zeal for Religion ; all was fer- 
vency, all love. When they turned to the 
Intelligence of the Mind, they were a- 
mazed at their incomprehenfion of what 
they loved, and at their Ignorance how to 
anſwer themſelves upon the Subje& of 
their love. Then they wanted Conſo- 
lations, to ſpeak: in Spiritual Terms, and 
they fell into that {ad State of Religious 
Life, which is called Aridity and Dryneſs 
in Monaſteries. 

God alone is able to give us a certain, 
firm, and real Faith, That which we 
can do of our ſelves, is to captivate the 
Underſtanding in ſpite of the reſiſtance. of 
the Lights of Nature, and to diſpoſe our 
ſelves with ſubmiſſion to execute what is 
ordained for us. 

Humanity eaſily mingles its. errors in 
what relates to Faith ; it miſtakes a little 
in the praQtice of Vertues ; for it is leſs in 
our power to think exaftly upon the 
things of Heaven, than to do well. 

One can never be diſappointed 1n the 
ARions of Juſtice and Charity. 

Sometimes Heaven ordains, and Nature 

makes an Oppoſition. 


Some- 
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Sometimes Nature demands what Rea» 
ſon won't conſent to. Upon Juſtice and 
Charity all Rights are concerted, and there 
is, as 1t were, a general agreement be- 
tween Heaven, Nature, and Reaſon. 


A Fragment if Friendſhip with- 
out Friendſhip. 


the Courage of Men ; the Vertue 
of. good Men. was altered by it. ' The 
Grandeur of a Magnanimous Soul might 
be weakned, but true Wiſdom incurr'd 
little danger with the Female Sex. | 
The Wiſe Man,' above their weakneſs, 
their, inequalities, and their fancies, can 
govern them at hispleaſure, or gets rid of 
them as hic thinks convenient. As long as 
he ſees others in flavery, tormented by 
ſome unfortunate Paſſion, he taſtes a ſweet- 
neſs that charms the ſenſes, and frees him 
from. the ſenſe of .Misfortunes, which are 
not to be made inſenſible by Reaſon alone. 
Not but that he may fall into-an error. 
Humane Nature leaves no certain ftate to 
our 


\'HE Love of Women had foftned 
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our Souls ; but it is not long before he 
finds again his diſperſed - Lights, and re- 
eſtabliſhes the Repoſe he had loſt, 

Scarce do we begin to grow Old, but - 
we begin to be diſpleaſed by fome diſtaſt;, 
which we ſecretly frame in 6ur ſelves. 
Then our Soul, free from Selt-love, is caſi- 
ly filled with chat which is {uggeſted to us, 
and what: would have pleaſed us hereto« 
fore but indifferently, charms us at preſent, 
and en{laves us toour own weaknels. 

By-this Miſtreſles diſpoſe of their Old 
Lovers to their Fancy, and Wivesof- their 
Old Husbands : by this Syphax abandoned 
himſelf tothe will of Sophonichs, and Au- 
gnſtus was managed by Livia. And-not 
ro draw all my Examples from Antiquity, - 
Twas thus Monſieur de 1a Ferte-Seneftere, 

worthy to' be named with Kings and Em- 
perours by the ſingle merit of Gentleman ; 
*twas thus'this Courier, as-wiſe as he was 
polite, let hinifelf go to the Friendſhip of 
a Woman, whom he married in his Old 
Days. If you ſhould know, faid he to his 
Friends , what is the Condition of a Per- 
fon of my. Age, that hath nothing but 
himſelf to. repreſent in his Solitude, you 
would not admire that I have ſought for a 
- Companion: that pleaſes me, be the pur- 
chaſe 
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chaſe of what value it will. I. never dif- 
commended him. And why diſcommend. 
a thing that. .. ... . hath authorized by 
his Example ? In the mean time, in ſpite 
of his Authority, I ſhall efteem a Perſon 
that hath ſtrength enough to preſerve the 
taſte of his Liberty to the end of his Days. 
Not that a full independance of Perfons ſo 
freeand ſodiſengaged,of all thoſe indifferent 
and thoſe ungratetul Men, is always com- 
mendable. Let us avoid SubjeQtion in an 
entire liberty ; to preſerve a {ſweet and 
ſincere contraft , as agreeable to our 
| Friends, as to our ſelves. If ſo be they 
demand of me more than fervency and 
cares, - for the-Intereſt of thoſe I love ; 
more than my. {mall afſiſftance, whilſt 
they are in neceſſities ; more than diſcreti- 
on in Commerce, and a taſte in Con- 
* fidence, let them go and ſeek for Friend- 
ſhips elſewhere, mine can diſpenſe with 
no More, Fe 
Violent Paſſions are unequal, and make 
the diſorder of a change to be feared. In 
Love, they ſhould be abandoned for the 
Polexanaer's, and the Cyrns's in Roman- 
ces ; in Frieadſhip for Oreftes and P:lades 
in Plays. Theſe are things to read, and to 


lee repreſented, which are not found Jo 
the 


 % 
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the Uſe of echo World. And happily they 
are not praCtiſed ; for they woah: produce 

very extravagant Adventures, 

What hath Oreftes done,that great and il- 
luſtrious perſon of Friendſhip? What hath 
he done, that ought aot to give Horrour ? 

He killed his Mother, aſſaſſinated Pyr- 
rhss, and fell into ſuch ftrange Puries, that 
1t coſts the Pla - cor their Lives, that endea- 
VOUr tO repre 

Let us obſerve with Attention the Na- 
ture of thoſe Obligations which are ſold 
ſo dear, and we {hall find them compo- 
{ed of a hideous Melancholy, that makes 
up all Man-haters. 

Indeed, to difpoſe ones {elf to love but 
one perſon, and.to hate all the reſt, is what 
is taken for Vertue in particular : In the 
mean time *tis a Vice faſt all the world. 

He that makes us loſe the Acquaintance 
of Men by a Deſertion. like his own, 
makes us bole more than he is worth, had 
he a confiderable Merit. Let us at the 
diſinteretled as long as we pleaſe, and ſhut 
up all our deſires in the Monuments of our 
Pafſions, thinking of nothing that _ 
ceeds not from thence, yet we ſhall grow 
faint 'in this Noble Friendſhip, if fo be 
we don't draw from Society a part W 
eng 
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the Conveniencies and Agreements” of 
Life. The | love of 'Two Perſons made 
fait one to another, this fine Union hath 
need of Foreign things to excite the Taſte 
of Pleaſure, 'and the ſenſe of Joy ; withall 
the Sympathy of the' World, the Coun- 
fl and Intelligence, it- will be troubled 
to furniſh {ome Conſolation from the Tire- 
ſomnelſs, ir is the Occafion'of. - *Tis in'the 
World, and amongſt Divertiſements,: and 
Buſineſs, that the moſt agrecable Con- 
trats are formed. I efteem the Corre- 
{pondence of Monſieur d. Eftrees, and Mon- 
frenr de Seneftere, that hived Fifty Years at 
Court in an equal Famiharity : I eſteem 
the Confidence that Monſieur: de Tarenne 
had with'. Monſieur de Ranigsi Forty Years 
together, more than theſe; Friendſhips ial 
ways extrayagant, and never rightly : ajed 
between Women and Men. Bs» £1 5; 
- There is nothing that contributes. more 
to the ſweetneſs of Life, 'than Friend{kip. 
There is nothing that diſturbs its Repoſe 
{o much as Friends, if -we have not Judg- 
ment enough to chuſe them well. 
. .- ImportunateFriends defire to be thaught 
indifferent ;_ the ſcrupulous give us more 
trouble by their Humour, than they bring 


advantage by their Services. 'The 1mpert- 
ous 
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ous ones'are'Fyrants to us':” We muſt hate 
what chey':do,"be it never '{o agreeable: 
Wei niuſt love,, 'whar _—_ oy when we- 
find it rigorous and a . we muſt” 
do Violence'to our! Nature, "enflaph our: 
Judgment, renounce our Parts, andttdyr! 
that ſweet Name of Complaiſance have's” 
general ſubmiſſion for all that chap! line" 
M241 ov 
Pelaly Friends diſturb us; averſe Fai 
all-Counſsli they don't give, trouble#'ar 
the good, which happetis to us witheut' 
their Participation, and 'gldd- of the' Mis 
fortunes, -whith come 'by the Mini _ 
others.” There are-Friends''of i Prof6f 
that: take a pride in | following -our Parts 
at random;arid upon all-Octafions'' "Thi 
ſort of Friends ſerve for' nothing elſe, but | 
to incenſe. the World agaitift tis oy 2s 
dent. Conteſts: There are orher 
juſtifie 15-when no Body accuſes us; "Wo o- 
by Indiſcretion make -us commit- Offences 
1n Places'where' we were not, and brin w 
into what we would avoid.: Let him 
will, be contented with theſe Friendſhips 
as for me Tam- not ſatisfied: with a rr 


good Will,” I would have it accompanied 


with Diſcretion and Prudence. ' *{- 927011 
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. :The AﬀeQtion of: a Man doth not make 
amends for whas he: bas ſpoiled: I thank 
tym for his impertinent Zeal, andadviſe him 
to; diſplay its, meric amongt Fools. If ſo be 
the Lights of the-Underfjanding-direQ not 
the: Mokions of the Heart, Friends are more 
pxoper'to incenſe.us,; and more capable of 
jyringthan fervingus. Notwithſtanding 
one ſpeaks of nothing but the: Heart, in 
all, 6he-;Diſcourſes, which they are heard to 
raakg,tupon; Loye and Frieadſhip, - Poets 
become. troubleſame therein, Lovers tedi- 
ouwgj,/ang Friendsridiculous. ;:Qoe ſers.no- 
ching:#lſe in our Plays but. /Kings Daugh- 
ters; 'that-yield the;Heart, but refuſe: the: 
Hend; -or P rincefles, that give the Hand, 
and Fannot agreatd yield the Heart, Lovers 
| become. inlipid: mn: -asking eternally the 
Purity; of this Hgart, and Friends raiſed: 
to.;ghtegm would bave it, as: well. as the: 
- Lovers. ; It is notaniknowing:the-Nature;; 
whereHor alittle Heat ill managed; far 
ſoipe.unequal 2nd: uncertain: Fendernefs! iti 
might have, one obſerves otherwiſe no-: 
thing'/but_ Fancy, ; Ingraticude, Infidelity; 
which one ought tofear. oo 2; 
" b Loy £148 called blind very improperly, 
not"to diſpleale the'Genius of Poetrs;!and ther 
Humours of Painters. Love is for the 
Jy | oy 
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| moſt part a Pafhion, of which the Heart 
often makes an ill Uſe. 

2" The Hetrt' is a blind thing, to which 

are owing all our Errours ; ; *tis that which 
prefetrsa Fool before an ingenious Man, 
that loves filly Objefts, and difdains ami- 
able Perſons ; that jelds to themoſt ugly, 
atd moſt Sformed and refuſes the moſt 
Baron, and moſt oenteel. 
-- ?Tis' that, ' which confounds the mwft 
rebulir; thar lifts up the moſt wiſe to Ver- 
tue, and diſpoſeth Saints tq Grace ; as lit- 
tle ſubjeted'to Government in Monaſteries, 
as diſpoſed to love in Families ; unfaith- 
ful to Hisbends, leſs ſecure to Lovers ; * if 
troubles rhe firlt, and puts.a Dilordet 'a- 
mongft the reſt. 

' Tr' as without advice, and without 
Knowledge. Weak againſt Reaſon that 
ſhouldcondutt it, it moves ſecretly by hid- 
den rnb GX which it doth not diſcover; it 

gives, and withdraws its AﬀeCtions wirh- 
ouc Occaſion, it engages without defign, 
breaks without meaſure, and in a word, 
produceth' Fantaftical Noiſes, which dif 
honour thoſe that make them. 

"Behold the end of Love and Friendſhips. 

Upon the: Heart, by Reaſons juſt and 
reaſonable, whoſe Diviſfioa the Mind can 

Ad take, 
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take, there is no, Rupture to he apprehend- 
ed; for either it remains the whole Life, 
' or-it is inſenſibly :diſengaged -with Diſcre- 
tion and Diligence.. It is certaia that Na- 
ture-hath put in our Hearts ſomething of 
Laughter, .if one, may ſay, fo,: ſome ſecret 
Principle of AﬀteCtion, that conceals what's 
- tetider, that explains it ſelf, and is _com- 
municable with Friends. _ But the uſe. of 
it, has not been, received authorized a- 
mongſt Men, but only as much, as.to ren- - 
der Cike more titea A and. more happy. 
That's the Foundation, . that Epicurns ſo 
much recommended to his Diſciples. : |. 
_ 7 That Ccero.exhorts-us to it, and invites 
us by his own Example; that Sexeca, as 
wrinkled and ſevere' as he, is, | becomes 
{ſweet and tender, fo ſoon as: he ſpeaks of 
'Friendſhip. ' © If 
 - \T hat Montagne excells :Sexecs by more 
lively Expreſſions. 
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Indeed, a Man would not break with 
himfelfupon no Account whatfoever, to 
unite himſelf to another, 1f ſo be he did 
not find more Sweetneſs in this Union, 
thanin the firſt Sentiments of Self-love. 

The Friendſhip of wife Men finds no- 
_ in the World more precious than it 
elf, 

- That of others, imperious, and confu- 
ſed, diſturbs the Peace of publick Society, 
and the Pleaſures of particular Converſa- 
tions. | 

'*Tis a ſavage Friendſhip, which Reaſon 
diſowns and' which we could wiſh to our 
Enemies, 'to-be revenged of their Hatred. 

But as heneſt, and as regular as Friends 
may be, 'tis an inconvenient thing to have 
too many : Our ſeparated Cares don'r 
lkave Application enough for thoſe that 
affect us,- nor alſo for what relates to: 0- 
thers in the overflowing of a Soul, that di- 
ſperſes it ſelf upon all remote ACtions, and 
applys it ſelf properly to nothing, nor we 
ourſelves for few Perſons living. As far 
us, let us ſeek the Advantage of Com- 
merce with all the World, and tlie Bene- 


0 


. firof our Afﬀairs with thoſe that ca. 
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Here is no Perſon that has more;ad- 
| miration than I have, forthe Works 
of the Ancients. I admire. the Deſign, 
the Oeconomy,the Elevation'of Spirit, the 
Extent of Knowledge : but the change of 
Religion, Goverament , Cuſtoms , and 
Manners, has made ſo great a. one 1n the 
World; that we muſt have, as it were, 4 
New. Art, to enter well into the Inclina» 
tion, and Genius of the Age, we are in; 
And certainly, my Opinion. ought to: be 
found reaſonable by all thoſe that will cake 
the pains toexamine..it ;, for if qne gives 
Characters quite oppolite t9'. , . -- 

Take away the Gods of Antiquity, you 
take from him all his. Poems... [The Con- 
ſtirution of the Fable is -in diſorder, the 
Oeconomy thereof is turned upſide os 

| | y._- Waith- 
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Without'the Prayer- of Therts to Jupttey, 
and the Dream which Jupiter ſent to A4gu- 
»emnon; there would be no 1/:ad ; with- 
out' Mizerva, no Odyſſeus ; without the 
ProteQtion'of Jupiter and the Aﬀiſtance of 
Venus, no AMneid, The Gods, afſembled in 
Heaven, debated what was to be done up- 
on Earth ; they formed Reſohjutions, and 
were no leſs*neceffary to execute them, 
than to take them. 

The Immortal Captains of the Party of 
Men, contrived all, gave Life toall, in- 
ſpired Force and Courage, engaged them- 
ſelves in fght, and except Ajax, who 
asked nothing but Light, there was no 
conſiderable Warriour, that had not his 
God .upon ' his Chariot, as well as his 
3quire. 
© The God to conduCt his Spear, the 
_— for-the management of his Horles. 

an was a pure Machine , whom fectet 

Springs put - upon Motion, and thoſe 
Springs were nothing elſe but the Infpira- 
tionof their Goddefles and Gods. ' .- * 

+ The Divinity, which we ſerve, is 
more favourable to the Liberty of Men. 
We are in his Hands, as the reft of the 
Univerſe, by dependance; 'in our 
own to deliberate, and'to a&. 1 con- 
Aa 4 ' fels 
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- fels. that we onght-always,.to;implore his 
Prote&ion. = 

Lucretius asks it himſelf, ad 1n- the 
Book: where he engages Providence with 
all che force of hisSpirir, he:Prays, he 
Conjures that which governs us: to have 
the goodneſs to avert Misfartunes, 


Quod procul 4 nobis fletat, & natara ; gube rnans, 


In the mean time, we mult not intro- 
duce this Formidable Majeſty inall things, 
whole name it is ,not. permitted to make 
uſe of unſeaſonably. That falſe Divini- 
ties are mixed in all ſorts of Fiftipns, thoſe 
, are Fables themſelves, the.vain effefts of 
the Imaginatipn,of Poets. 

, As for Chriſtians, they ſhould give no- 
thing but Truth, to him who is Truth in 
Perfection, and they ſhould adapt all 
their Diſcourſes to his Wiſdom, and to his 
Goodneſs. 

This great Principle. is followed by that 
of Manners, which by reaſan of their, be- 
ing” civilized, and ſweetned . at. preſent, 
can't ſuffer what they had of .,wildgels 1n 
thoſe times. -: | 
Tis this change, . that makes us find +o 
ſtrange, the fierce and brutiſh injures, 
SR Achilles Ls Agemennon boalt of, LT 

is 
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"Tis by this: Agavemnon appears odious 
to us, when he- takes away that Trojan's 
Life, which Meze/ans had pardoned. 

: Menelaus, tor whom the War was made, 
pardons him generoutly. Agamemnor the 
King of Kings, who owed Examples of 
Vertue to all the Princes, and to all the 
People, the cowardly Agamemnon kills this 
miſerable Perſon with his own Hand, *Tis 
thea Achiles becomes horrible, when he 
kills the young Lycaon, who entreated him 
{o tenderly for his Lite. 

"Tis then we hate himeven to his Ver- 
tues, when he ties the Body of MHetor 
to his« Chariot, and drags him'inhumane- 
ly.to the Camp ' of the Greeks. I had a 
kradneſs for him, when he was the Friend 
of Patroclus. The cruelty of his ACtien 
makes me abhor his Valour, and his 
Friendſhip.. 

Tis quite otherwiſe in: Hedtor. His 
good. Qualities return-into our Minds ; we 
pity him, we lament him more; | his Idea 
 15-become very dear, ' and draws all the 
Sentiments of our AﬀeQion. 

Let it not be faid in favour cf Achilles, 
that Ht&or kill'd his dear Patroc/us. The 
reſentment of this Death doth not excuſe 
him with us us. An Affliction that permits 

him 


- 
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him to ſuſpend thus Revenge; and to tarry 
for his Arms, before he: igaes tothe Com- 
bat : an Affliction ſo patient:ought not to 
have puſt'd him to this unuſual Barbarity, 
after the Fight's over.” '-" 

But let us diſengage our Friendſhip from 
our Averſion ; the fweetelt, the tendereſt 
of Vertues doth not rio forth effetts ſo 
contrary to Nature. 

Achilles found them in the bottom of 
his Nature. It 15 not to.the Friend of Pa- 
#roclus, but to the Inhumane and Inexora- 
ble 4chilles, that they belong. 

All the World wil eaſily conſent to it. 
'However, theY ices of the Hero will not 
fall upon the Poet. Homer's Mannie 
was more to deſcribe the Nature, ſuch as 
'he ſaw it, than to make Heroes very ac- 
compliſhed. 

He has deſcribed them with more Paſ. 
Fions, than Vertues ; Paſſions being in the 
Foundation of Nature, and Vertues pure« 
ly eſtabliſhed in us by the Lights of an in- 
firuRed Reaſon. 

Policy had' not as yet united Men by the 
Knots of a reaſonable Society ; it had not 
:turned them well to others. Morality had 
not yet formed them well for themſelves.” 


Good 


- _- _ | 
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Good Qualities: were not diſtinguiſhed 
enough from the Bad. | 

. Vliſſes was prudent, and fearful, -can- 
tious againſt dangers, induſtrious to get 
out of them , valiant ſometimes when 
there was leſs danger to be ſo, than not 
to be. | 

Achilles was valiant, and fierce, and 
what Hoy ate would not ſet down in his 
CharaQter of him, relaxing ſometimes to 
very - great Puerilittes , his Nature uncer-. 
tain, and irregular framed Manners, fſome- 
times fierce, fometimes childiſh. Now he 
drags the Body of HeiFor in a Barbarian 
manner , now he- prays the Goddeſs 
his'Mother, -as a Child, to drive away the 
Flies ' from that of Parror/us his dear 
Friend. ; 

' The ways are not leſs different, than the 
manners. Two Hero's ready for the 
Combat would not amuſe themſelves now 
adays in declaring their Genealogy : but 
it 15 eaſie to obſerve in the 7/rads, and e- 
ven in the Odyſſeus, and the Aneids, that 
fuch - a Method was praQtifed. Men dif 
courſed, before they fought, juſt as they 
_ Speeches in England, before they 

ie, © - Tm 


As 
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.As for Compariſons , . Diſcretion ſhall 
make vs do leſs than tliey.  - Good 
ſence will render them more. juſt, Taven- 
tion more new. 

The Sun, the Moon, the Elements, wall 
lend us no more an caſe ſtatelineſs. Wolyes, 
: Shepherds, and Flocks, will not afford us 
a ſimplicity too much known.,, 

It ſeems to me, that: there is av-infinite 
number of Compariſons, that are. more 
alike, than the things compared... A 
Kite that grounds upon a "one a Spar-; 
Hawk that ſets upon little Birds, a Faul-: 
kon that makes - his deſcent :; all theſe 
Birds Have more Relation one to another.in - 
the ſwiftneſs of,. their flight , than/the 
Men have, whom they compare to them; 
. in their impetuolity. Take away; the 
DiſtinQion. of. the names of Kite,  Spar- 
hawk, and Faulkon, youll find bur the 
ſame Thing. 

The violence of a Whirkwind,, that 
roots up Trees, more reſembles that of, a, 
Tempeſt, which. makes ſome, other diſ- 
2 ig than Objects with which. they; are 
compared. 

A Lion, whom Hung ' % from "£5 | 
Den, a Lioneſs purſued by Hunters, a Li- 
on furious and jealous of his Whelps, a 

| Liok 
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 Lioa againſt--whom a Village aſſembles, 


and who ceaſes not- to retireifiercely with 
Pride: | this is a: Lion differently repre- 
{ented,. but ſtill -a- Lion' which doth not 
afford Idea's different enough. . Sometimes 
Compariſons-itaks us from. SubjeQs that 
employ us'; moſt,. by the; vain Image of 
another Object, that makes an unſeaſona- 
ble Diverſion. WEE 

I oblige my {elf to conſider two Armies, 
that are ready: for the engagement, and I 
take the Spirit of a Man of Courage to 
obſerve the, Behaviour, Order, and Diſpo- 
ſition of the Troops. Of a ſudden, Iam 
tranſported to the Banks - of. a Sea, which 
becomes. {well'd by the Fury of - the 
Winds, and I am more likely to behold 
Ship-wrack'd; Yeſlels, ' than broken Bat- 
talions. , Theſe yaſt | Thoughts, which 
the Sea affords me, | extinguiſh tk 
former, ;;./' ;'1 th315 u6 19.56 

One repreſents to mea Mountain;all on 
Fire, and a Foreſt abſolutely inflamed. 


| Whither doth nor the Idea of a Conflagra- 


tion extend'?, Tf fo be; were not full 
Maſter of my ſence, one, might. inſenſi- 
bly conduttime to the Imagination of the 


| World's end, 


From 
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.From'fo terrible a Conflagration, I paſs 
to a hideous: Lightning, and with much 
CUTE I am > —_ nnupe] from 
the firſt Image-that i e me, that 
1 loſe aly that of ep re | 

> We think to: embelliſh Objets in com- 
paring them-to eternal, immenſe, infinite 
beings, and: we ſtifle them, inftead of 
extolling them. 

{Fo -lay, -that-s Woman is as hand- 
fone as Madam Mazarin ;- 15: to praiſe 
her »more, than'if ſhe were compared ts 
the Sun ; ke. the ſublime and. miraculous, 
make cheemed: | 


The impoſſible and the Abulous deſtro 
2D Commentativh ; which one woul 
give.-" 


Trucks was not ch tal of the firft 
an unprofitable Lye; -a lucky Fal- 
Ao made che pw nes of Impoſtors, and 
the Pleaſure of credulous Perſons ; *rwas 
the Secrer-of the great [andthe wiſe." to 
govern the People, and the liumple 
Ment | - 
I he Vulgar, who reſpeRted yſterions 
Errours, delpiſed'naked Truths, "and Wit- 
dom conſiſted inthe abuſing of 1t. 
Diſcourſe was fitted to ſo advantageons 
2 Uſe ; there was nothing in it but FiQti- 
Fe Cns 
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ons, Allegories,” and'Similitudes ; nothing. 
appeared as it is in it ſelf, Specious and Rhe- 
torical out+fides covered the inward part of 
all- things; vain Idea's, concealed Realities, 
and too-frequent” Coinpitifons turn'd men 
from the Application to true ObjeQs, by 


the Amuſement'of Refemblances. 


The Genius of our Age is quite oppoſite 
to-this Spirit of Fable, and falſe Myſteries. 

--'We love open' Truths," good Sence rakes 
anadvantage over the IMllufions of Fancy, 
and nothingſatisfies us now-a-days, bur the 
Salidity ob Reaſon. | * 

Add to' this Alteration of Humour, that 
of Knowledge: we look otherwiſe upon 
Nature, than the Ancients did. | 

The Heavens; that eternal Manfion of 
fo many Divinitics, are.nd more, than an 
immenſe, and/fluid-Space;- ' | 

The ſame'Sen fhines Rf} upon us, iſ 
we give ivanorher Courſe; '#nd inftead/ of 
goung to {et ittithe Sea, 2 Ragoes to enlighten 
another World. 

:1/The Earth' immoveable heretofore in 


the !Opinion of Men, ' turns now, and. ts 


not to: be equall'd in the Swiftnels of its 
Motion. Every thing is changed, Gods, 
Nature, Politicks, Manners, Humours, 
and Ways.” | Will not” fo- many Alte- 
rations 
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rations produce ſome change in our 

Works ? 

" jo I: Heer was  Iving at preſent, he 
would make admirable Poems, fitted to the 
Age, wherein he ſhould write.;>Our Poets, 
make bad ones, framed to that of the An- 
cients, and guided by things, which time 
hath-altered,  _.. 

I know that. there are certain: eterna} 
Rales to be. grounded u Upon:ug a\good Judg- 
ment; upon. a hrim and ſolid Reaſon, that 
ſhall; always :Jyjbfift, Yet _ there are bur 
few, that bear the Charatter'! of thisiins 
corruptible Reaſon;  - Thoſe''that relate 
to the Manners, Aﬀairs, and/Cuſtoms of 
the Ancient'Greeks have noeffe& upon us 
at preſent.” Qne,may;ſay:of them what 
Horace ſaid of Words ; they: have their 
Age and their Duration, they,;dic of : old 
Age. 1ta verboxwminterit tas. .: | 

- Others periſh with their Nation, as oh 
. as the Maxims-of Government, whey 
ſublilt not aftestfle Empire. / 


Thereare' then; but; very few, that "an 


. dire& our - Minds: in. all Times ;: and -it: 
would be Ridicutousalwaysto-Rule oew! 
Works by extinguiſhed Laws. | Poetity! 
would be to. blame to exaQt from us; 
what Religion and Juſticedo not. FS 

is 


—— 


a "0 - 
Pl. 


Tis toan Imitation, ſervile,or too much 
affetted, that is owing the "OY of all 
our P OCms, \® \ 
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the Gods, nor addteſs to 
what our DEER could fu 
with.” = lg ie 


Mel to our $ 
Air of Mercury t0.0uc Ns ON 
the Fabulous. wonders. of. the Agciunts. 
our Miracles. - ' -** ren 
This' rixeure of Ancient 
has" made them ſucceed” very” 
one may. is That wy ng 4 


how. ta dra 


Truths. -i 27 pa I | 
We: conclude thas the Focewir = 
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The C baratiero g 'a Woman that | 
ty, INEgad never,mill be found. 


3 Mi; Ty 5h ' 
[x All the bangs] Tate I have ben, if ſo 


apes tq be admired, 
fh&te pe p Mp eg Gow the ought not to ob- 
oy Town eaſt diſguiſe them with qwch arti- 
ce$! for tofpeak heerath, it's kinds tom- 
mend. all; an&.be fincere;*- Lamtobliged to Ami- 
ha for Jeaving me purely in my Natute, a8 much 


diſpolad: to. a th to remain, Vn 


[hgh | i an 1 ther i Di mepur ne 

YE vj b Er; I or F 27 

Wi Tp \ofy pit Mien c to day Kim 
l C Hoi | rip | too exatt 

Mai SSONicety,: which” bis _ ——- pk 

amine Faults; and in a new Spirit which ſhe 


inits them-with;! 1they'; pals ;with-pjcaſure 


= ys pſt 
| = i ed 00: Nie "Now 


'omen h 
Flock than 
raiſes WR hare 
oe PR Sne oaly to her 
ſelf for ice which is rendred-t6/Her, and 


ſecure of the good one_ ought to affirm of her, 
ſhe has properly ns liitereſt, but for that which 
may be procured from her. 
a her genes te peak of her, i itis not 
res power to their Conſcience, and 


they confeſs with as much truth as anger, the 
adyan-. 
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advantages which they axe obliged to acknow]edge 
in her: iffo be her Friends enlarge:thetmſclves up- 
on her Commendationsy!3t is not poſlible: for them: 
ro:add any thing to' the! Merit: whictvaſte@ss thei. 
Thms theformer'are forced to ſubtnit. 40 Reaſon; 
when they would follow'ithe 'Malice of their -Mo- 
n_ _ the _— — Lt : alþ their 
Friendſhip, withour'a- Capacity of 'being -cither 
ollithomy of favourable::'' She expedts then norhi 
from' the Inclination;' as ſhe ;apprehends” aothing 
from an- evil Wil;"in the Judgments thavare made 
of her. , But ſince one:is: free ito coneeal Thijs Opini- 
ons, 'eAmilia will: have Reaſon toifear the Malice 
of Silence, the ſingle-prejudice that/Rivals and E« 
nemies can offer to her. '-7- 4 25geo ts nt og 
It's neceſſary to leave things fomemyhat- general, 
to come. to a more | particular” De on-of het 
Perſon: : ? 1539048 03%, 01 tovThnrtt 2511 


\ Ex 


ena - Pleaſingg>' y — "hath 
ig Eyes, the. Complexion' parted;-delicate, 
ſmodth;-the-Whiteneſs of Teeth, the Vermilion 

of Lips are Expreflions'too general -for a ſecret and 
particular: Charm, which I cannotdeſtribe. ' With- 
out her, that Shape;' that lower Part of the Face, 


where was'placed the great Beauty of the Ancients, 
wary Porgy ant whe beg in. "the /dew of ſome 


Painter, /or in the Deſcriptions 'which: Antiquity 
hasdeftius; and to —_ o many fine things, you. 
Bb 2 ce 
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ſee upon-bier: Face a lively: Clearnefs, . an- Air: of 


Health,' 4'Fuline& in 2 gaod: Degree, that leaves 
nothing more to be: apprehended. 

Her Tatdee! off an exaCt:-Height, well propor- 
tion'd, : 'caſie; ofa Freedom as far from Conſtraint, 
_ asthatextefſive Beauty, wherein appears asit were 
_ Lookne, whichrrainesthe good Grace, 
and the goodi Carriage, Add:to;this a noble Gate, 
aRcious Behaviour, but nataral, which: is neither 

re&d,ndr canfus%d; the Laygbs the Speechythe A- 
ion,accompanied with Agreements and Decorums. 

Her. Spirit.isextenſive without being Yaſe, never 
rambling  fariia general | Thoughts, as not. to be 
alle to tcrurmiediily to /ſ{mgular Conſiderations ; 
nothing eſcapes her Penetration, her Judgment 
I :ugknowni: And 1 cannot tell, whe- 
theriſheis Tomnravel hidden things, than to 
judge ſound To thoſe, which pr ecres tousand 
riot ray moe] knpwingequally to be pppor- 
and ſpeaking. :bai ber ordinary-Conver- 
e1ays.vothing witle (udy, and nothing at 
FR [Matters mark Attention, there 

ouy::6n the: moſt ſcriansz; wha 
fii&coaſsnotio beexatt,: and ber moſt 
Te oteo lucky Imaginatonshgt clap 

Tur; But tes Imaginat 
from . the Mind without Fhoicoand witboue Judg- 
iment;that areas is were always admired,andfarthe 
moſt pars-liclo!xibeamed bythoſe, that have them. 
4h all hen PerfÞn you feeſomething-of Great and 
Noble, which) is:fonnd: by: a feoret Relation in the 
-Air: of: the: Face, the Qualiicw'of a3 and 

thoſe: of the Soul. WRIDE 

Naturally-ſhe; would be. too Magnificent; but a 


juſt 
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juſt Conſideration of her Affairs retains this noble 
Sentiment, and ſhe chuſeth rather to conſtrain the 
Generolity of her Humour, than to fall jinto a 
Condition, where ſhe ſhould ſtand in need of that 
of another, as fierce to Ree any Fayour from her 
own, as officious with, and full of Heat. 
in the Intereſts of her Friends, Not that theſe Con- 
{ideratians make her loſe an Inclination ſo noble,ſhe * 
regulates it in the uſe of her Eſtate; her Nature, 
her Reaſon form an Ungoncernedneſs without Neg- 
ligence. / - #17% —=—_ 
She has good Senſe and Dexterity in Afﬀairs ſhe 
enters in ygluntarily, it ſo. be ſhe finds therein a ſub- 
ſtantial Advantage for. her {elf, or for her Friends : 
But ſhe /;hates to aft 'bya Spirit of Reſtleſsneſs ; 
equally againſt an unuſeful Motion, and the Soft- 
nels of a Repoſe, that takes a Pride in, the Name 
of Tranquility, to cover a true Indifterence. 
After baving deſcribed ſo many Qualities ſq fine, 
it's proper 4 fee what Impreſſions they make ypan 
our Soul, and what's doing: in ber own. 
- She has. ſomething af Myjeſticalz, that imprints 
Reſpett ;, ſomething of ſweet and inganjous, that 
wins the Inclinations. She attracts NY gar FELAInS 
you,-and you always approach to her. with De- 
fixes, that you cannot, ſhow. 12047 5x; 03 
To pierce into-the inward Part, 1 don*c believe 
her -tq.be;yacapable of the. Sentiments the gaves: 
But iperious ypon her- ſelf, as well as upon. you, 
ſhe maſters. in her own Heart by Reaſgn, what Re- 
i{peQ:conſtrains.in yours. | io wh! wolers) 
— Nazurebeipg iofirm. in ſame Souls, doth not leave 
there force to dehreany thing z unpetygusin otbers, 
iz brings forth tranſported Paſſions ; '<xaQt in Emi 


lia 


- _ knowhow to) 
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ba, it has made the Heart ſenſible, which ought 
to feel, and has given to Reaſon, which ought to 
command, an abſolute Empiteover her Motions. 
Happy ſhe, that lets her ſalf goto the Tender- 
neſs of her Sentiments, without intereſſing the Cu- - 
riouſneſs of her Choice, nor that of her CondnCt : 
Happy, that' in a Correſpondence eſtabliſhed- for 
the Sweetneſs of Life, contents her ſelf with the 
 Approbation of ingenions Men, and her own Sa- 
tation 5 that fears not the Murmurs- of the en- 

+ vions, who are jealous of all Pleaſures, and malici- 

cious againſt all Vertues. {BN Sf 

One knows by an Infinity of Experience, -that 
the Mind is blind in loving; and Love has as it 
wzre, never well eſtabliſhed his Power, tilt he has 
ruined that of our Reaſon; Upon.the Subje& of 
e/Emila our Sentiments become - more- paſſionate, 
according as our Knowkdge becomes morerefined 
and the Paſſion, which always: appeared a Mark of 

Folly, is here the true Effett of our Happineſs. 

..- . The greatEnemies of e/Smiia are thoſe that have 
a falſe Knyledge of things; her Friends, all that 
bac & judge 0 ing =_ bets 9 ,One 
$ more; or leſs of Fri lp for her, according as 

_ one has moreor leſsof Nitety; andevery one thinks 

tobe the moſt curious, by knowing every day. new 

Paſſages; in order to love'her more.  '''c! 

"Some Perſons have no Occaſion for this long dif- 
cerning, and for ſo ſlow a Meditation. / At the firſt 
ſight they are touched with her Merit without the 

Knowledge of it, and feel fecret Motions of Eſteem, 

as well as' Inclination for her.' Scarce has ſhe” ut- 

/, tered ſix Words, 'but they find her the moſt 'reaſo- 
nable/in the World: No body tags ag” to, - 

—— =—_ them 


- 


them ſo ingenious, nor ſo wiſe, and as yet they - - 


know neither her Procedure, nor her Condu&. 
They frame, as it were by Inſtin&t, the moſt ad- 
vantageous Thoughts of her Vertue; ayd Reaſon 
being fince conſulted, inſtead of hiding -the. Sur- 
prize, doth but approve of ſuch happy, and juſt 
Preventions. : 

Amongſt the Advantages of e/£milia, one of the 
greateſt, inmy-Opinion, is to be always the ſame, 
and always pleaſing. For one ſees. that the fineſt 
Humour doth at length. become tireſome: The 
moſt fertile Spirits come to exhauſt themſelves, and 
make you fall with thenr into a Langour ; the moſt 
enlivened Viyacities either repnlſe you, or weary 
you. ” From whence comes it; that Women have 
need of Fancies ſometimes to ſtir us up, or elſe are 
obliged to mix in their Entertainments Diverſions, 
that revive us ? That which I deſcribe pleaſes by 
her ſelf atone, and at all times an eternal Equality 
never affords us a quarter ofan Hours. diſtate. One 
is gladto be able to find with others one agree- 
able Hour ; with hey one would complain of a te- 
dious-Moment. 'Gq and viſit her in what Condi- 
tion ſyever it be, upon what Occaſion ſoever, you 

pk to.a certain Pleaſure, and to an aſſured Satis- 
on, bh 

' ”Tis not an Imagination that ſurprizes you, and 
preſently after is troubleſome to you. *Tis nat 
a ſerious thing, that makes you purchaſe a ſolid 
Converſation by the loſs of its Gayety : tis a Rea- 
ſon that pleaſes, and a Judgment that?s agreeable. 
Pll conclude by the Quality, which ought to be 
conſidered before all the reſt. She is devout with- 
out Superſtition, without Melapcholy ; far from 
\ that 
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 _ that' Infirmity, which frames Miracles particularly, 


and perſwa es it elf at all/Moments of ſupernatu- 


ral Fopptries; {averſe frota thoſe retired Humou 
which ioſenſibly diffuſe in 'the Mind the Hatred of 
the World, and an Antipathy againſt Pleaſtires. 
She is not. of "Opinion, thar one 'ought to retire 
from Humane Society, to ſeek. God 'in the Hor- 
rour. of Solitude: She. 46th not believe.” that 
. to be diſengaged from a civil Life, to break the 
moſt reaſonable and dear : Correſpondences, i isto 
be united to'God, but to he tied to ones ſelf, and 
fooliſhly purfue ones owt! Imagination : She Thinks 
to find Ged amongſt Men, where his Goodneſs is 
moft ative, ard his Providence appears to be more 
worthi employed; and there ſhe ſeeks with him 


toenlhi Reaſon, to. Te her war yt 
© wn Ks pre Cares of Sal- 
| and the Cootiſe Hi 
ce Deſcription'of 2 Woman that is db 
if fo by one firrater te © 
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Women ; and I Can & it ick adders to ee m 
a Woman the ſtrongeſt and foundeſt Reaſon of 
Men, 'than'in' a Man the Charms and ana 
OR Ss - = 
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